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“How not to” continued on page 8

WELCOME!

If you’re surprised to
see this issue of THE

FUSEE in your mailbox,
that’s because you’re not a
regular subscriber.  Once a
year we send out an issue to
all NMRA members residing in
the Thousand Lakes Region.
This, obviously, is that issue.

We hope you’ll take some time to
look through everything The Fusee
has to offer.  You’ll find registration
materials for next May’s conven-
tion, as well as a host of other
interesting articles.

Consider this your invitation to
both joining us at the conven-
tion, and to becoming a regular
subscriber!

Gerry Leone, MMR
Editor  

How not to build a
model railroad
Text and illustrations by Paul Ullrich

In this publication, there have been countless articles published by the Region's master model-
ers, beaming with well deserved pride over their achievements in the field of model railroad-
ing. This isn't one of them.

I have decided to humble myself before the membership and tell the terrible tale of everything I
did wrong in my first attempt at building a layout, in hope that newer, younger members might
learn from my many mistakes.

In every one of us there exists the fond passion of the remembrance of your first time at doing
something.  The first time you rode a two wheeler, your first day at school, and your first kiss are
memories we all cherish, no matter how badly we did them. I am assuming that most of the mem-
bership has completed all of these rites of passage (but I do have my doubts).

Later in life, it could be landmarks in
your life, such as your first steady girl-
friend, your first beer, your wedding

day, and your first house that evoke fond
memories, simply because they were the
first time you experienced these things. It
doesn't matter if your girlfriend dumped
you after her braces locked with yours
when you kissed, or that you threw up your
first beer, or that your first marriage was
definitely not your last, or that your first
house was condemned.  These were still
your first times, and they will always be spe-
cial to you, no matter how badly you
screwed them up.

My first layout was one of those horrific experiences which somehow manages to evoke fond
memories within me, because it was my first layout. I have a friend who cheerily describes every
disaster he manages to get himself into as a "learning experience". My first layout was that.

I didn't even have the inexperience of youth to use as an excuse. I turned 30 the year I started
building my first layout.  But I wasn't a member of the TLR, or the Winnipeg Model Railroad Club.
I didn't join the WMRC until I was three years into building this disaster in my home.

The most heartbreaking relationships are the dysfunctional ones, be it with a friend, your
child, or your spouse (or spouses, if we refuse to learn from our mistakes). This is because
we spend so much time and effort trying to salvage the relationship, denying that all is in

vain and the outcome is inevitable. 

There is only so much one can give without getting anything in return but frustration. Personal
growth and self awareness is achieved only when we admit that these relationships have been mis-
takes and it would be best to make a clean break and end it before you get hurt again.

REGISTRATION MATERIALS INSIDE!

“I wanted to build 
a layout in 

the worst way.  
And that’s 

exactly what I did.”



THE TLR FUSEE2 

TUNNEL VISION by Editor Gerry Leone, MMR

by TLR President Alan SaatkampVIEW FROM THE CAB

Hey, look outside! It’s convention season!

If you’re not familiar with it, take a look at the NMRA website and the
colored map showing the Region areas.  There aren’t any surprises for
those of us in the TLR.   The Pacific Northwest Region and the Thousand

Lakes Region have the largest areas by far in North America.   Those of us
in the Upper Midwest and central portion of Canada well know how
sparsely most of our region is populated.  Unlike New England, where 13
states comprise a region (and you can probably drive from one end to the
other in well under a day) we are spread out and spread thin.  

Logistically one could say the TLR is “geographically challenged” espe-
cially when it comes time to consider and plan conventions.  With the
price of gas being what it was most of last year, plus the economy strug-
gling mightily, there’s good reason to take a hard look at vacation plans,
especially those involving long distances.  We’re just too spread out to
seriously expect a lot of folks to hoof it (or wing it) six or seven hun-
dred miles for a couple days of “model train fun” every spring. 

But (and there’s always a but, isn’t there?) perhaps there’s another way
to view Thousand Lakes Region conventions.  After all, it’s a once a year
opportunity to see old friends, meet new ones, and enjoy our common
passion – model railroading.  In fact, one could make the case (or at least

a six pack) for the diversity our Region offers.  Through the efforts of
many fine folks, and under the leadership of TLR Convention Director
Terry Davis, we not only have our convention for 2009 ready to launch,
we also look forward to 2010 in Winnipeg.   And the year after that,
Dubuque appears ready to host.  Looking at the Region map, the phrase
“something (and somewhere) for everyone” comes to my mind.  

The bottom line is this:  with our convention located in central
Minnesota this year, to the north in Canada in 2010, and southeast
in eastern Iowa the following year, everyone in the Region can

point to at least one event where they don’t need to plan a full day’s trav-
el to get there.  I’m excited at the prospect of visiting three places I’ve
never been before, and enjoying each unique experience and what it has
to offer.

I hope you’ll “get on board” for convention hosted by the Luce Line
Railroad Club in Hutchinson this spring.  Terry and his folks have put
together an affordable, informative learning experience, with plenty of
clinicians willing to share their knowledge, as well as tours of local
points of interest, with depots, museums, prototype tours, and educa-
tion.  See you in Hutchinson in May! 

TLR: “Geographically Challenged?”  No Problem!

I’m sure all of you are about as tired of winter as I am... and I’m really
tired of it. But there is a bright light at the end of the tunnel and it’s a
train... meaning, convention season is upon us again.  So can spring be
far behind?

In this issue you’ll find everything you need to know about this year’s
TLR convention in Hutchinson.  And if you need to know more, visit our
website at www.thousandlakesregion.org where you’ll find a reprint of
the convention article that appeared in last issue’s FUSEE.   If you want
to actually see some details, visit our website and look for the link to
the 2-minute promotional video that’s on YouTube.   As you’ll see,
there’s something for everyone.

Huge kudos to Convention Director Terry Davis and the entire Luce
Line Railroad Club, Inc. crew for assembling what promises to be a great
show this year.  Thanks, guys!

Something that has sort of gone unheralded is the fact that our 2010
convention is already deep into the planning stages.  Next year we’ll be
gathering in Winnipeg, as the No. 1 Northern Division plays host to all
of us.

The entire Board of the TLR gives them a standing ovation for volun-
teering.  We’re all looking forward to a great time up north next year.

On the National NMRA scene, this year’s July convention will be held
in Hartford, CT.  I’m planning to be there and am looking forward to a

great time.  I passed on the Detroit and Anaheim conventions, and I
found I really missed being at them. They’re sort of habit-forming.

Which all brings up a topic I’ve hammered to death in this column in
the past: how much fun conventions are.  They are. Trust me.  

If you’re into model railroading, you can’t have more fun than to spend
several days, or even a week, doing almost nothing but model railroad-
ing, talking almost nothing but model railroading, and looking at almost
nothing but model railroading.  It’s what I call “total immersion,” with
clinics, layout tours, prototype tours, auctions, and lots of train talk.

If you’ve never gone to a National, I encourage you to do it at least once
in your model railroading career.  You probably know that the 2010
National will be in our backyard (Milwaukee), so there’s almost no
excuse not to get
there. Yes, it’s expen-
sive, but in the end
you’ll find it’s money
well invested.

And if you’ve never
been to a TLR con-
vention, I encourage
you to come this year.
It’s less expensive
than previous years
and a little shorter,
but it’s an amazing
amount of fun.  Try it
– you’ll like it!

THANKS!
Contributors to this issue

(in order of the square root of the number of 
letters in their last name):

TerryDavis, JohnGivan, Jim Moore,
Tim Klevar, Les Breuer MMR, 
Mark Wilson, Doug Harding, 

Paul Ullrich, and Alan Saatkamp

Next issue’s deadline:
May 10, 2009
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It’s not often two TLR Youth Modelers of
the Year are found in one room, but
that’s what happened this winter as
Cody Grivno, Associate Editor of Model
Railroader magazine (right), visited
Matt Saatkamp and his dad Alan’s lay-
out in Harrisburg, SD.  Matt is currently
finishing his Master’s degree in architec-
ture at North Dakota State University,
and has contributed several of his archi-
tectural models to the layout. Cody won
the award in the mid-90s, and Matt
brought it home in 2002.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

The Twin Cities Division
held its not-quite-annual Chinese Auction and
Silent Auction on December 11 at the Jackson
Street Roundhouse in St. Paul.  There were
over 100 Chinese Auction prizes, all donated
by TCD members.  Local hobby shops con-
tributed  two dozen Silent Auction prizes.

The event netted the TCD well over $500.

(Above left)  Congenial host and FUSEE editor
Gerry Leone, MMR, reads off the numbers as
Member-At-Large Bruce Notman and TCD
Superintendent Ron Bodin help.  (Above right)
CROSSING GATE editor Walt Thompson divvies up
his life savings for the betterment of the Division.
(Right) One hundred prizes, dozens of members,
a few locomotives, and lots of equipment all
shared the space in the Jackson Street
Roundhouse for a fun evening.

Youth Modelers of
the Year unite!

Top photos:Tim Klevar, bottom photo: Gerry Leone
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First FUSEE issue published as Volume 0,
Number 0 in November with Robert F. Smith
as editor.  NMRA annual dues are $2.00.  The
TLR votes for $1.00 dues.   Prior to dues, the
TLR subsisted on registration fees collected
at conventions.  NMRA membership per
February 1952 NMRA Bulletin is 236.

TLR makes official bid for NMRA 1956 Annual
Convention, to be held in the Twin Cities.  To
be assured of having necessary funds for
operating expenses, the TLR issues
bonds/shares of $10 each.  NMRA member-
ship in October is 291, of which 92 are TLR
members.  FUSEE is printed on mimeograph  at
no cost by Richard Meyer.

Twin Cities is awarded the 1956 convention
at NMRA January BOD meeting in Cleveland,
Ohio.  NMRA membership is 301.   “ The Way
Freight, “ a new column by Dick Gleason, will
attempt to keep the membership informed on
what’s new on the market and dealer’s
shelves.

Dick Gleason reports the new nylon NMRA
coupler is available.

NMRA 21st National Convention is held in
St. Paul, August 16-19. It attracts 435 guests,
of which 100 are from the Thousand Lakes
Region.  The convention was solvent so the
shares purchased by members to pre-finance
the event are redeemable in full.  One of the
most appreciated features of the event was
the Manufacturers’ Exhibit.   Total individual
cost for all activities was $15.50. THE FUSEE is
now printed, rather than mimeographed, by
NMRA life member Richard L. Meyer.

Amendments to the TLR Constitution for the

BOD spring meeting agenda include making
TLR dues $2.00 a year.  From the President’s
message: “ …the work falls to a small handful
of people who are willing, at least for a while,
to do more than their share.  One of our big
jobs for the future is to try to enlarge this
group of workers…”

No issues are published.

Ken Stroup becomes the editor. New
columns begin in THE FUSEE.   “Club Notes”
begins with the Twin City Model Railroad

Club telling readers about their layout
improvements and activities such as their “open
house.”  A tips column,  called “Gadgety Ideas
for Your Railroading” begins. A noteworthy tip
is:  “Caps on jars of model paints can be kept
from sticking by coating the threads with paraf-
fin.   The paraffin also keeps the jar air tight
which is important to paint life and quality.“
The “Trolley Modeller’s Corner” appears in the
same issue. Later “Railroading In 12-inch Scale”
by Hugo Meisser brought prototype railroad
news and events of interest to model railroad-
ers.  He reports steam once again thundered
and echoed down the Mississippi River as
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy 4-8-4 No. 5632
rolled a railfan special of 14 cars from the Twin
Cities to La Crosse.  A scenery series by Gene
Hickey begins.  TLR dues are now $3.00.

In Volume 7 of THE FUSEE , The Winnipeg Model
Railroad Club is the featured club.  NMRA
membership is 313 of which 62 are from the
TLR.  Minneapolis Society Of Model Engineers
(MSME ) is formed on June 13, 1960 with Ken
Stroup as the first President.  Club member-
ship will be 100% NMRA members.
“Railroading in 12-Inch Scale” informs readers
the biggest railroad news of the summer is
the announcement of the proposed consoli-
dation of the Great Northern and the
Northern Pacific, which would include the
Burlington and the Spokane, Portland &
Seattle.   Constitution of The Thousand Lakes
Region of NMRA is printed for the first time.
“My Approach to Model Railroading” appears.
In the column, individuals describe their rail-
road plan, construction, operation and special
hobby interests.  TLR BOD authorized a con-
test to find a design for a herald for the TLR.

Ted Holman, a native of Winnipeg, whose
entry showing the NMRA emblem on a back-
ground of the six geographical divisions mak-
ing up the Region, is the winner of the TLR
herald contest.  At the annual business meet-
ing held October 8, 1961, the herald contest
is discussed.  After pondering all the entries
and the problems of reproduction, it is rec-
ommended that the final design should be
recognizable when reduced to HO scale and
that the words, “Thousand Lakes Region” be
spelled out.  The current entries are published
for information and a new contest be held.
TLR membership dues are $3.00.  TLR is noti-
fied by telegram that in the NMRA National
Model Contest our own Jock Oliphant cap-
tured Best Of Show and First Prize in struc-
tures with his Rock and Gravel Bunker,
Second Prize in structures for his Car Repair
Shop, and First Prize in Diesels & Electrics for
articulated gas-electric.

Membership in the TLR has reached 367.   A
“Welcome to New Members” column lists the
new NMRA members in the Region.  The
“Railroading In 12-Inch Scale” column  states
that as of January 1, 1962, Class I U.S. railroads
reported 79 steam engines still on the rosters.

Happy 60th Anniversary, TLR!
To help celebrate our 60th Anniversary, the next three issues of THE FUSEE will contain some of the more colorful and inter-
esting history of the Region, the NMRA, and the hobby, as it occurred over the last 60 years.  A huge thanks to Les Breuer,
MMR, for taking the time to cull through hundreds of older issues of THE FUSEE to put together this historical perspective!

Compiled by Lester J.  Breuer, MMR

1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959

1960

1961

1962

Happy 60th Anniversary, TLR!
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Of these, 30 were reported stored serviceable.
The NMRA Master Model Railroader program
is introduced into the Achievement Awards
Program.   The TLR decides to operate the
Achievement Award Program for all members
of the NMRA within the Region in accordance
with the policies, regulations and requirements
of the NMRA as originally stated in the NMRA
Bulletin for December 1961.  The TLR dues for
1963  will be reduced back to $2.00.

On May 1, ownership of Champ Decals, for-
merly of San Jose, CA, passes to TLR’s own
Rich Meyer, publisher and printer of our
FUSEE.  In a report on the Spring Rally, Ron
Hicks suggests that the Region include a
model photograph contest.   Jock Oliphant
has brought honors to the TLR by winning 1st
place in the Display category and the Gold
Award for Best Of Show in the NMRA
national model contest for the 3rd  consecu-
tive year with his highly detailed mine scene.
The TLR dues for 1964 remain at $ 2.00

At the winter business meeting the TLR
Board of Directors votes to discontinue
sending THE FUSEE to NMRA members in the
Region who are not members of the TLR.  In
a letter to the editor, a member said he
thought new members should be nurtured so
as to prevent one year memberships or drop
outs. In addition, he said we should show
some interest in the other guy.   He added this
P.S. to his letter:  “A statesman (one of the big
four) of the 1st World War made this state-
ment.  ‘I attribute my success today, such as it
is, to one thing and that is , I believe every man
knows something I don’t  know and I want to
know what it is.’”  Cy Svobodny takes over
the “Railroading In 12-Inch Scale column in
which he tells us EMD, Alco, and GE continue
to expand their lines with new diesels.  At the
fall business meeting $2.00 TLR dues for 1965
are approved.  Incorporation of the TLR is in
the works. 

“Dues News” reports that  $2.00 is the fare
for 1965.  Achievement Program award win-
ners are listed.   The first  “Railette” column, a
column for and about the women of the
Region by Iris Downs, tells us the TLR
President promised that in future TLR rallies
women would be included in the plans. In
questionnaires returned by TLR members,
THE FUSEE is asked to provide more club news,
how-to-do-it articles, photographs of layouts
and equipment, and more prototype informa-
tion on railroads within the Region. 

1963

1964

1965

We’ll continue with the next installment in the
Summer issue.

By Mark Wilson

It has been almost 20 years since the then-
fledgling G Whiz Gang was featured in the
NMRA Bulletin .  Since then, the layout has

changed several times. Several years ago the
group tore up the original Code 250 alu-
minum rail and rebuilt the layout with code
215 nickel silver rail.  The result was an
improvement in both esthetics and perform-
ance.  

The group demographics have also changed
over the years, with one exception.  The
group has always consisted of long time “seri-
ous” modelers that have a history of support-
ing the hobby – either by serving as officers in
the Twin Cities Division or as TLR Board
members or in direct promotion of the hobby
at mall shows.   

Typically, the group selects two shows a year
at which to display.   Trainfest in Milwaukee
has been one of them for the last seven years.
The group has also traveled to Winnipeg,
Kansas City and even made a special trip to
the Narrow Gauge convention in Denver.  

All of the structures on the layout are
scratchbuilt.
This was

done not only to
save money, but also
because building
from scratch is an
important facet of
the satisfaction that
can be derived from
the hobby.

The late Jim Perske,
long-time supporter
of both the Twin
Cities Division and
the Thousand Lakes
Region, was a char-
ter member of the
group.  [Editor’s note:
Jim received the pres-
tigious “Fellow of the
NMRA” award
posthumously at last
year’s Anaheim con-
vention for his work in
promoting the hobby.]
Part of the promo-
tion of the hobby
started and mostly
lead by Jim contin-
ues on in his honor.
The group continues
to set time aside
during each show to

Catching up with the G-Whiz Gang

let the children “run the train,” issuing Junior
Engineer certificates as a memento of the
show.

Most of the members of the group also have
layouts in progress at home.  Two have incor-
porated their modules as part of their home
layout.  One has a G-scale home layout as a
standalone project, one has started an HO-
scale railroad, and four of the members have
N-scale layouts. 

The current members of the group are: Ted
Brownell, Mike Fox, Ray Gulden, Guy
Halverson, Fred Holzapfel, Gary Martin, John
(Corky) Whitlock, and Mark Wilson.

The late Jim Perske talks to a young engineer
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CONVENTION SCHEDULE

RAIL
10am Contest room opens

12:30pm Clinics:  
Terry Davis

“Milwaukee’s Hutch Branch”
Gerry Leone, MMR

“Easy, Realistic Model RR
Photography: A Real-Time 
Demonstration”

1:30pm Clinics: 
Dave Zachmeyer &
Terry Davis

“GN’s Hutch Branch/DAKR”

(MORE)

EVERYONE

5:30pm Supper on your own

6:30pm Dessert reception, McLeod
County Museum (use your
own transportation)

Gary Lenz, “The Luce Line/
Minnesota Western”

8pm TLR Board meeting at The Vic

9pm Open showing of slides and
photos at The Vic
Bring your slides and
photos to share with the
crowd!

Friday - May 29, 2009

10am - 6pm Registration at  The Vic

Saturday - May 30, 2009

EVERYONE
8am & 8:15am

Two buses depart from The
Vic for TC&W at Glencoe

10am & 10:15am
Buses leave Glencoe for

Dassel Depot Museum

12:30pm Buses leave Dassel for 
The Vic

1pm Lunch at The Vic

Sunday - May 31, 2009

EVERYONE
9am General membership meeting

at The Vic

11:30am - 4pm
Layout tours in Hutchinson

(2 stops), Bird Island,
Excelsior, Montevideo 
(2 stops), and rural Sacred
Heart

Please don’t show up at 
layout tour houses early –

many owners will be coming
from the convention!

1:30pm Jack Bergan & Mike Engler
(cont’d) “Chalk Weathering”

2:30pm Clinics:
John Givan

“Detailing and Painting First
Generation Diesels”

Les Breuer, MMR
“Detailing anAthearn Boxcar”

3:15pm Clinic:
Fran and Miles Hale, MMR

“Hands-on Building a
Walther’s 3-in-1 Building”

Best Western 
Victorian Inn:

$80/night

25 rooms are reserved (additional
rooms may be available).  10% AAA
or AARP discount available.  Clinics,
contests, meals, and meetings take
place at “The Vic,” 1000 Hwy. 7 W.

Call 320-587-6030 and 
mention the TLR Convention. 

There’s much in Hutch, and
Thousand Lakes Region/NMRA
members will explore a lot of
what this 154-year-old progres-
sive city of 14,000 people on the
edge of Big Woods has to offer.
Included are activities for “rails”
and “non-rails” alike. 

Watch our convention preview video!  Go to
www.thousandlakesregion.org and click the link!

May 29 - 31, 2009

RAIL
2pm - 4:30pm

Carpool to Hutchinson’s
1887 GN Depot and Luce
Line’s model railroads at 
Hutchinson Mall

NON- RAIL
2pm Stamping class, downtown

Hutchinson (carpool)

EVERYONE
5:45pm Social time at The Vic

6:30pm Banquet meal
TLR’s 60th Anniversary

Reception
Awards

8pm Guest speakers: Fran & 
Miles Hale, MMR

8:30pm Chinese Auction

NON-RAIL
12:30pm - 4pm

Shopping in downtown 
Hutchinson and Heirloom
Tea House (van/carpool)
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REGISTRATION FORM

Name ___________________________________ NMRA Number (Required)____________________

Spouse or Guest Name  ______________________ NMRA Membership Expiration Date _____________

Address __________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________State/Province_______ Zip/Postal Code___________

Phone  (______)_________________________  E-mail______________________________________

Note:  You must be a member of the National Model
Railroad Association to attend. Membership will be
checked! Spouses or significant others need not be
NMRA members. If you have ever received an NMRA
“RailPass” membership to attend a previous TLR con-
vention, you cannot use that again.  You must sign up
for full NMRA membership to attend this year.

Mail the completed form and payment to:
Dave Hamilton, Treasurer

18015 33rd Place N.,
Plymouth, MN  55447

Price Write in your
cost

NMRA member attendee registration (received before May 5, 2009)
Includes all clinics (except the clinic by Miles & Fran Hale), dessert reception, TC&W/Seneca
tour, Dassel Depot Museum, Saturday lunch, Hutchinson GN depot and Luce Line club layouts,
and Saturday two-meat buffet banquet.

Special Walthers’ 3-in-1 Make-and-Take Structure Clinic by Fran and Miles Hale

NMRA Rail Pass 6-month membership (if never used before)

$65

+$10

+$10

Spouse or significant other registration  (received before May 5, 2009)

Includes: Dessert reception, Friday afternoon Tea and shopping, and Saturday two-meat 

buffet banquet.

Additional Saturday events: TC&W/Dassel Depot tour, Saturday lunch

Saturday afternoon stamping event

$40

+$25

+$10

Registration received after May 5, 2009:  add $10 per person 

TOTAL

Please direct any questions to:
Terry Davis, Convention Director
1380 Jefferson St. SE
Hutchinson, MN 55350
ptdavis@hutchtel.net
320-587-7820

May 29 - 31, 2009

Make checks payable to The Thousand Lakes Region

CANADIAN MEMBERS:  Bring your passport,
since new border rules take effect June 1.
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“How NOT to” continued from page 1

Ihad a dysfunctional relationship with my
layout that lasted eight years.  It was only
when I moved and was forced to dismantle

did I finally realize that it was time to admit to
myself that it was time rebuild. Had I not
moved, I  might still be struggling with this lay-
out today.

I wanted to build a layout in the worst way,
and that's exactly what I did. I've listed every
mistake I made, in the order that I made them. 

The Plan
I envisioned an L-
shaped O-gauge
layout with a
cityscape at one
end, a freight yard
in the middle, and
a seaport at the
other end, com-
plete with docks,
ships and (get
this) an operating
barge that would
ferry freight cars
across the har-
bour.  My space
was restricted to
a 13’x15’ attic
room, but all of
this wouldn't
have fit inside my
house even if I
had an entire
floor. 

Idid scribble the trackplan on paper, but I
miscalculated the size of the structures. I
drew an O-gauge layout with N-scale build-

ings. O-gauge operators are usually a forgiving
lot when it comes to scale accuracy, but this
wasn't going to work.

I didn't realize how  unrealistic my vision was
until I set up my first test track. I dusted off
my ruler and scaled back dramatically. The
freight yard stayed, but "city" was reduced to
a small collection of roadside buildings, and
my seaport was gone.

I had a choice of setting up my layout against
the south wall of my attic room, with a 4' ver-
tical sidewall, or the north wall, with a 3' ver-
tical sidewall.  I chose the north wall.

Leaving room for clearance, this left me with
a layout 27" high. With the framing, this left a
clearance under the table of 23 1/2".  Small
children might enjoy the view, but this height
was too small for an adult to sit comfortably
under.  Even a footstool was too high to use.
I ended up operating my railroad sitting on a

throw pillow on top of my toolbox, with my
legs stretched out straight under the table.

All wiring had to be done flat on my back.
There is nothing more terrifying than to be
below a white-hot soldering iron just inches
from your face.

The Table
I bought all my lumber at Woolco, believe it or
not. Once upon a time, there was a Woolco,
and it had a lumber department.

To save money, I bought 1/4" plywood sheets.
It was also easier to carry up the winding
staircase to the attic, for it was thin enough to

flex around the cor-
ners. But it was also
too thin to hold any
weight, which meant
that I was going to do a
lot of bending and lean-
ing over a four-foot
width to pick up
derailed rolling stock.

Icould stretch myself
over that length, but
I never anticipated a

five-foot diagonal reach
across the far corner of
the L-shaped layout.
This, of course, is
where most of the
derailments occurred. I
had a one foot gap
between the layout and
the west wall to leave
room for the radiator.
When I had a derail-

ment, I had to wriggle on my back under the
layout, reach my arm through the gap, and
grope blindly for the fallen car. Replacing it on
the track sight-unseen was always a gamble. I
often had to crawl back under the table
to rerail the same car.

I  placed bookshelves under the layout.
This blocked most of the heat coming
from the radiator behind the train
table. The room was uncomfortably
cold in the winter, but it was roasty
toasty under the table. I scheduled
most of my wiring for February.

In my haste to run trains as soon as
possible, I didn't use any roadbed, or
subroadbed. Ironically, I already had the
perfect subroadbed material. One of
the rooms in my basement had a ceiling
made of beaverboard. I had replaced it
with ceiling tile, and I had stacks of
beaverboard laying around the base-
ment.

O-gauge is noisy enough to begin with.

I didn't realize that braced 1/4" plywood made
an excellent drum for my trains to reverber-
ate against!  The linoleum tile floor and the
sharp angled wood paneled attic ceiling only
served to amplify the noise. I had built a very
large drum inside an echo chamber.

Never thinking that I might move, I
nailed, not screwed, everything
together. I even used   spiral nails that

the incredible Hulk couldn't pry out with a
crowbar!

The Grass Mat
Everything I knew about landscaping back
then came from few dog-eared Atlas and
Lionel handbooks. Armed with my 1950s
knowledge of how to decorate a layout, I
went to my local hobby shop and asked for a
grass mat.

The clerk, stifling a chuckle, searched around
behind the counter for several minutes until
he finally found an ancient box of grass mat.
He took one out, dusted it off and placed it
on the counter.

"Y'know, we don't get much call for these any-
more!"  He commented, trying hard to sup-
press  giggling. "Most folks these days use
ground foam!"

Ground what?

He could've suggested that I spread
ground beef around the layout, and I
wouldn't have been any less astonished.

"Oh!" I replied, as I handed him the money. 

I didn't ask him anything about the strange
foreign substance he mentioned, out of fear of

“How NOT to” continued on page 9 
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exposing my ignorance. Besides, what could go wrong with a grass mat?

Well, just about everything.

A grass mat is a 4’x8’ sheet of green construction paper, covered with a
thin layer of green coloured sawdust glued very lightly onto it, and rolled
very, very tightly into a cellophane tube. It looks about as realistic as, well,
green construction paper with a layer of green sawdust.

It is the landscaping material from Hell. It is impossible to unroll flat. I've
installed wall to wall carpeting with far less effort and frustration.

As I continually rerolled this green monstrosity in a hopeless effort to flat-
ten it out, my clothing and the floor became covered with green sawdust.
I tried using white glue and every book I owned as weights to stick it to
the board, but the corners would quickly curl up. But I finally discovered
that double sided tape did the trick.

Just to make this task even more challenging, I didn't remove the track
before I applied the grass mat.  I thought it'd be faster and easier to cut
around the track with scissors.  Before I glued it, I tacked the mat to the
table, pressed it against the track to indent the paper, and cut out the
indentations.  Not even a veteran garment worker could've cut this curling
paper to fit. Needless to say, the results were uneven. There were dozens
of gaps where the plywood between the track and the mat was exposed. 

On the curves, I didn't even come close. I took the leftover scraps,
shaped them with scissors, and glued them on the gaps. Remember
how your winter pants looked  when your mother  patched them

to get more wear out of them until the spring sale? This looked worse. These
patches I made resisted the glue and started to curl up.

But this was just the beginning. Next time: wiring and grading.

31st Annual Spud Valley31st Annual Spud Valley
Hobby ShowHobby Show

Sunday, October 18, 2009
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Ramada Plaza Suites
Crystal Ballroom

1635 42nd St. S., Fargo ND

« 15th Annual “Plastics on the Prairie” model contest

« Large & small operating model railroads

« Vendors selling farm toys, plastic models, model
railroad items, die cast vehicles, old toys, railroad

collectibles and more

« Door prizes -- No need to be present to win

« Valley RC Flyers displaying their planes 

Admission: $5 (under 12 free with paid adult)

For information, call Gerald: 701-799-0534

“How NOT to” continued from page 8

No problem! Just send your email address to
Treasurer Dave Hamilton at mzz64@yahoo.com .
Put “FUSEE Reminder” in the subject.  He’ll send
you a reminder when your subscription needs
renewing.

Plus, you can check the date on your mailing label
on each FUSEE issue!

Want us to remind you when 
your FUSEE subscription expires?
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Join a TLR Division near you!

The Twin Cities Division
The 7-county Metropolitan area

The Twin Cities Division holds its monthly meetings on the second
Thursday of every month from October through May at 7 p.m. at the
Jackson St. Roundhouse of the Minnesota Transportation Museum,
193 Pennsylvania Ave. E., St. Paul, MN. Each meeting usually consists
of two clinics, plus a popular vote modeling contest.   Tours to layouts

throughout the Twin Cities are held two
to three times every year.  The Division’s
newsletter, The Crossing Gate, is published
quarterly.

For more information about the Division,
contact Superintendent Ron Bodin at 
763-755-8408, or email him at 
ronbodin@gmail.com

The Prairie Lakes Division holds two public meets per year, plus
Board of Directors meetings as needed.  The Division also sponsors
a modular layout, which makes appearances at PLD meets and other
rail related events.  

The Spring Meet is scheduled for April 18 at the Clay County
Fairgrounds in Spencer, Iowa.  There will be clinics, model and photo

contests, and a business meeting, as well as
vendors.  Prototype and layout tours are
possible.

For more information, contact
Superintendent Doug Harding at doug.hard-
ing@iowacentralrr.org .

Northwest Iowa and southwest Minnesota

The Minnesota River Valley
Division

West central Minnesota

The Minnesota River Valley Division of the NMRA extends an invita-
tion to all NMRA members living in west central Minnesota and
northeastern South Dakota to join us in our efforts to promote scale
model railroading.

Meetings are held on the second Saturday of
each month. Clinics, hands-on working ses-
sions are also held throughout the month. 

For more information including a schedule of
upcoming events and locations,  please contact
John Givan, 320-269-8217.

The Prairie Lakes Division

The Dakota Southeastern Division's membership resides in and
around Sioux Falls.  Typically we meet the first or second Saturday
of each month.  Meeting sites rotate among members' homes.  
A monthly newsletter entitled Prairie Ponderings highlights Division

activities.

For more information on planned programs
and events during 2009 check our website,
dsed.svmes.net, or contact superintendent
Terry Anderson at topcop@iw.net

The Dakota Southeastern
Division

South Dakota

Fargo-Moorhead, southeast ND and north central MN

The No. 1 Northern Division

The South Red River Valley Division

The #1 Northern Division operates as an autonomous entity with-
in the Winnipeg Model Railroad Club, with a separate Board of
Directors.  Meetings of the WMRC are held from September to April
on the second Friday of the month. The Division displays at all of
these meetings and holds various clinics by veteran model railroad-
ers and MMRs. NMRA displays are also present at the WMRC's Fall
and Spring open houses. The Division is also involved with WinNtrak
of Winnipeg (an N-gauge modular group) and the Selkirk

ModelRailroad Association. 

For more information contact
Superintendent Ron Einarson at
ron.einarson@pwgsc.gc.ca  

Manitoba

The South Red River Valley Division holds a meeting every Tuesday at
7:30 p.m.  A business meeting is held on the first Tuesday of each month.  

The division holds a flea market each October and does a informa-
tion meeting for the general public at the local library to introduce
people to the model railroading hobby.

We extend an invitation to anyone inter-
ested in the TLR and NMRA  and current
NMRA members to join in the fellowship
and promotion of the hobby.

For more information, contact
Superintendent Jim Moore at 701-293-
7834, or jimraemoore@msn.com
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FUSEE Advertising
Commercial advertising from hobby shops, manu-
facturers, and other businesses with a model rail-
roading interest is accepted.  Pike ads are for indi-
vidual layouts, model railroad clubs, or other non-
commercial groups.  All ads can be run in a single
issue at the rate of 35% of the annual rate.

Annual One time Annual
Comm. Comm. Pike ad

Ad size (HxW) rate rate rate

Full pg 95/8”x 7 1/8” $145.00 $50.75 $90.00
1/2 pg 43/4”x 7 1/8” 90.00 31.50 45.00
1/4 pg 43/4”x 31/2” 45.00 15.75 25.00

1/6 pg 43/4”x 21/4” 35.00 12.25 18.50
1/8 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 25.00 8.75 15.00
1/8 pg 33/4”x 21/4” 25.00 8.75 15.00

1/12 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 18.50 6.48 10.00
1/16 pg 11/8”x 31/2” 15.00 5.25 7.50

All advertising should be mailed to THE FUSEE editor
as camera-ready artwork or electronic files (jpeg,
tiff, gif, or EPS with outlined fonts). Payment must
be enclosed and should be in U.S. funds, interna-
tional money order, or by check drawn on U.S.
Banks.    Questions? Contact the Editor!

Subscribe to THE FUSEE!

I’m enclosing payment for: _____ New subscription

_____ Subscription renewal

_____ Returning member

_____ $10 for one year

_____ $20 for two years

Scale(s): 

_______________

NMRA #:

_______________

Name: ___________________________________

Address:__________________________________

City:_____________________________________

State/Province:_____  Zip/Postal Code:__________

Phone:  (_______) ___________________________

Email:_____________@______________________

Mail to:   Dave Hamilton, Treasurer
18015 33rd Place N., Plymouth, MN  55447

THE FUSEE is a quarterly publication of the
Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model
Railroad Association and is mailed to all sub-
scribers. A subscription runs for one year and
costs $10.00.  Mail subscriptions to the Treasurer. 

Permission is granted to reproduce any portion of
THE FUSEE for use in other non-profit publications
as long as credit is given to both the author and
THE THOUSAND LAKES REGION FUSEE, and a copy is
sent to the editor.

ARTICLES: All contributions except advertising
are considered donations.  Authors retain all rights
to their articles and photos and may submit their
material for publication elsewhere.  (I’m not put-
ting any funny copy in here this time, so just stop
looking for it.) Submissions, including photos, can
be made by floppy disk, email, CD-ROM, DVD, or
hard copy, either PC or Mac, MSWord, Word
Perfect, or text within the body of an email mes-
sage. (Really. Stop looking.) Typed or handwritten
manuscripts are fine, too! (Photo prints will be
returned.)  (MOM! He won’t stop looking!!) Send
materials or questions about submissions to: ger -
ryleone@earthlink.net (put “FUSEE” in the  subject
line) or GerryLeone MMR, 6459 Smithtown Road,
Excelsior, MN 55331. 

Changes of address should be
sent to the Treasurer.

If you’re an NMRAmember residing within the boundaries of the Thousand Lakes Region, you’re automatically a TLR
member. So why not keep up with what’s happening in the Region?  Use this form to subscribe to THE FUSEE.
If your subscription has lapsed, use this form to renew.
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Train shows & events in and near the Region
Compiled by Gerry Leone, Jim Bernier, and Terry Davis

Spring 2009

Door prizes, accessories, books, videos, collectibles, memorabilia, hobby items and
more.  Plus operating model displays.  For more information: 320-255-0033, email
edwardolson@cloudnet.com, or visit www.granitecitytrainshow.com  

Saturday, 05/02/09, Alexandria Model Railroad Association’s 14th Greater Minnesota Model
Train Show & Sale,  10 AM - 4 PM, Runestone Community Center, 998 3rd Ave. West,
Fairgrounds at the corner of Co. Rd. 82 and Co. Rd. 22,  Alexandria, MN. Admission:
$3, under 10 free.  Memorabilia, flea marketers, vendors and layouts.  For more info,
contact Dave Brosh, 320-283-5850 or amramn115@gmail.com

Saturday, 05/09/09, Randolph Fourth Annual Railroad Days,  10 AM - 3 PM, Randolph MN
Secondary School &Museum, 29110 Davisson Ave, Randolph, MN (school/train show
address)  Admission: free.  Swap meet, operating layouts and displays, collectibles,
books, antique toys, free shuttle to museum.  For more information:  RRRD Train Show,
35966 High Prairie Trail, Dennison, MN 55018, randolphmnhistory@yahoo.com, or Will
at 507-263-3199.  Visit www.randolphhistory.org

Friday - Sunday, 05/14-17/09, Chicago &Northwestern Historical Society Des Moines
Convention,  Des Moines, IA. For more info:  www.cnwhs.org/convention.pl

Saturday, 05/16/09, TCMRRM Train & Railroadiana Sale,  9 AM - 3 PM, Minnesota State
Fairgrounds Education Bldg. Admission: $5, children under 5 free.  For more info:  651-
647-9628 or hobbysalesinfo@tcmrm.org

Friday - Sunday, 05/29-31/09, Thousand Lakes Region Annual Convention, “Three Roads to
Hutch,”  Best Western Victorian Inn, 1000 State Hwy 7 West, Hutchinson, MN.
Registration materials and schedule inside this issue. Or contact Terry Davis at
ptdavis@hutchtel.net

Sunday  - Saturday, 07/05-11/09,  NMRA National Convention, Hartford, CT. For more
info: www.hn2009.org/home.html

Saturday - Sunday, 03/21-22/09, LaCrosse & Three Rivers 28th Annual Show, 10 AM - 6 PM
(Sat), 10 AM - 4 PM (Sun),  La Crosse Center, 2nd & Pearl St., LaCrosse,WI.  Admission:
$5 (under 11 free with adult), 50-cents off with food donation. For more info contact
Mark Bell at 507-894-8077.

Saturday , 03/28/09, Luce Line Railroad Club Inc.’s Spring Railfest, 10 AM - 6 PM ,
Hutchinson Mall, 1060 State Hwy. 15 S., Hutchinson, MN. Admission: free. Flea market
table info call 320-587-2279. Layouts paid for attending, call 320-587-8641.

Saturday, 04/04/09, Greater Upper Midwest Train Show & Sale, 9 AM - 2 PM, Century
College West Campus, 3300 Century Ave. N., White Bear Lake, MN. Admission: $4,
children under 12 free with adult. For more info:  651-429-2885

Saturday - Sunday, 04/18-19/09, Supertrain 2009, 9 AM - 5 PM, Calgary Soccer Centre,
7000 48th Street SE, Calgary, Alberta.  Admission: $10, families: $20, kids 6-12: $5, under
6: free.  $1 off admission with donation of non-perishable food item to Calgary Food
Bank.  Over 100,000 square feet of operating layouts, displays, Lionel, Lego trains,
Thomas and Friends, exhibits, merchandise for sale, live demos and clinics.  For more
information, www.supertrain.ca, or info@supertrain.ca.

Saturday - Sunday, 04/18-19/09, 8th Happy grandparents Model Train Show, 9 AM - 5 PM,
Menomonie Middle School, 920 21st St. S., Menomonie, WI. Admission: $5 adults, $3
students.  For more information:  N5489 870th St., Elk Mound, WI 54739 or 715-505-
4044 after 7pm.

Saturday, 04/18/09,  Woodbury Flea Market, 10 AM - 3 PM, Woodbury Senior High School,
2665 Woodlane Drive., Woodbury, MN.  Admission: ?  For more info:
ic_geeps@yahoo.com

Saturday, 04/25/09,  Granite City Train Show, 9 AM - 3 :30 PM, National Guard Armory,
1710 Veteran’s Drive, St. Cloud, MN. Admission: $4.00, children 12 and under free.

If you’re in the Thousand Lakes Region and would like your train show, swap meet, Division meeting, club meeting or other 
railroad/model railroad-related event listed in our calendar, please send it to Jim Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com by the deadline listed inside.

INSIDE:

2009 Convention 
registration materials 

& schedule!

How NOT to build a
model railroad


