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“Library” continued on page 9

By Thomas Mossbeck
KML Research Associate

This article will introduce you to the Kalmbach Memorial Library (KML) and
its resources.  After reading this you should have a basic understanding of the
library, its contents and services, and how they can be utilized.  If you need addi-
tional information about the library, or have comments, please don't hesitate to
contact us.

Welcome to your Kalmbach Memorial Library, the research library of the
National Model Railroad Association.  The library houses a unique col-
lection of railroad material which is used by model railroaders and his-
torians to gain further knowledge of the many facets of the hobby.

There are two basic ways that the library can be used; in person or long
distance.  You can either come to the library to do the research yourself,
or you can have the staff do the work and mail the material to you.  To
submit a research or photocopy request you can call, write, fax or email,
or you can use the online fill-in form you’ll find on the library's website
at www.nmra.org/library. Other contact information is listed at the end
of this article.

Requests come in many forms.  They can be as simple as a copy of a cer-
tain article that you may have heard of or seen a reference to, or they can
be as complex as finding out the type of water column used on the

The Kalmbach Memorial Library:
a primer (or refresher course)
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The Work Train by editor Gerry Leone, MMR

by TLR President Bruce Selb

The “crown jewel of the NMRA”

View from the cab

By editor Gerry Leone, MMR

I think the “reorganized” NMRA is
going to be a pretty neat organiza-
tion.  There’s a top-down commit-
ment to getting back in touch with
members, to helping retain members,
and to gaining new ones. There’s
some pretty neat stuff in store.

The first of these programs is out
already, and you’ll find an ad for it on
page 8. It’s called “Rail Pass member-
ship” and it gives non-NMRA mem-
bers a chance to “sample” the
NMRA’s benefits for six months, at a
reduced rate.  If you’re not an NMRA
member now, or haven’t been one for
over two years, please take a look at
that ad and seriously consider join-
ing.  Or if you have a rail buddy
who’s not a member yet, pass that ad
along to him or her. 

And, in fact, even if you are an NMRA
member, look at that ad, too, because
it’ll remind you of a lot of the reasons
you’re part of our team.

Rail Pass is just the first of many new
things to come. The near future’s
going to be an exciting ride; I sure
hope you have your ticket!

Yup, that is a huge article about the NMRA Library that starts off this issue of THE
FUSEE.  But I’d bet dollars to donuts if you read through it you’ll learn something
about the Library you didn’t know before. I once heard a member refer to the Library
as “the crown jewel of the NMRA,” and frankly I never much believed it until I read
Thomas Mossbeck’s article. Now I’m a Library convert.

While I was at the Convention in Cincinnati I was willingly drafted by former
Education Director Jan Wescott to help with her new assignment of revitalizing the
Member Services/Membership Promotion Department. My first job was to put
together a flyer listing the benefits of NMRA membership.  (It turned into the ad
which you’ll find on page 8.) I didn’t even have “the Library” on my initial list. Why?
Because I didn’t know much about it, and had never bothered to find out.

Then, very coincidentally, Thomas sent me the Library article.  As I read through it
I was amazed. “Holy cow!” (not my exact words)  “I never realized the Library
offered members so much.”  Even after being in the NMRA for a combined 10 years,
I’d had no idea what the Library was, what it held, and how to access it. And I know
I wasn’t alone in that.

Now thanks to this article, and the future articles Thomas has promised, the secrets
of the Library’s inner sanctum are slowly being revealed.  

And what that means is, in the bigger picture, I’m still learning how valuable and
worthwhile and benefit-filled my NMRA membership is.  And that’s a great feeling.
Hope you feel the same.

Rail Pass:
try us...you’ll
like us.

Hope you have enjoyed a great summer of railfanning (even with the price of gas)!

The fall season is fast approaching and the TLR will be attempting to help build
Divisions in Western Wisconsin. If you have time to help with this project please
contact either Terry Davis or myself. You’ll find our contact information on page 11.

On a more grim note, a 15-year-old girl was killed at a railroad crossing in Anoka,
Minnesota, on August 13.  She had waited for the eastbound BNSF train to pass, then
proceeded to cross the tracks on the ungated crosswalk. However, she failed to
notice the westbound BNSF train which was just approaching the crossing. How
many times had she stopped at the crossing, waited for the train to pass, and pro-
ceeded across the tracks?  Most likely she’d never seen a second train at the same
time and assumed that when the first train passed the crossing, she could proceed.
You know what they say about “assume.” Now there is a grieving family and also a
grieving train crew.

This is a serious reminder to us all!

With school about to start, remind your children and yourself about the danger of
"assuming" that tracks are empty.  Remember, it’s difficult to hear and see a second
train because of the first.  Always act as if all tracks have trains in operation.  If you’re
railfanning or photographing around multiple track locations, either have someone
designated to watch for rail activity on the other tracks or ASSUME all tracks are
active and expect trains continuously.

That's my sermon for the quarter.  

Have fun with the balance of summer and remember the TLR meeting on October 1.
See  page 10 for details.  The purpose of the meeting is to vote on the By-law changes
required to conform to National NMRA By-laws. also, take time to attend the flea-
market before the meeting.

See you there!
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Paperwork: getting contest models ready

By John Hotvet, MMR
TLR Treasurer

First off, I would like to thank all of
you who have renewed your mem-
bership recently at the new rate of $10
per year.  There were about 15
renewals waiting here when I
returned from my recent vacation.

The recently-passed dues increase
was necessary because we were run-
ning a deficit budget for the recent
past, and the deficit was going to be
getting worse in the future.  The cost
of printing and mailing THE FUSEE

was taking almost the entire $8 per
year dues. And we still had other
expenses like the contest awards, the
President’s Award, the Bob Dew
Award, and postage to mail out mem-
bership cards to new or renewing
members.

At our membership meeting in May
there was a lot of uncertainty over the
NMRA dues structure, whereby an
NMRA member is automatically a
member of the Region where they
reside, and what they get for their
membership.  The members at the
general membership meeting decid-
ed that every NMRA member in the
region will receive some correspon-
dence each year.  However, only
those who pay $10 per year will con-
tinue to receive the quarterly FUSEE.

Accordingly, I have had new “mem-
bership” cards printed up (the old
supply was virtually gone) wherein
the card holder is identified as a sub-
scribing member of the TLR and is
eligible to receive THE FUSEE.  Your
NMRA membership card will be
used to show that you are a member
of the TLR in the future, whether or
not you subscribe to THE FUSEE.

Next, I would like to thank everyone
who renews for two years at a time.  It
essentially cuts my workload as treas-
urer in half, since I don’t have to enter
the data twice into the database, pre-
pare a new membership card, and
mail the card.  Minor points, but the
37 cents postage (60 cents to Canada)
and 7 cents per membership card do
add up over time.

Finally, a couple of Canadian mem-
bers have renewed recently using
checks drawn on Canadian banks but
using American funds.  My bank here
in the Twin Cities charges $5 per
check when I deposit these checks,
which essentially wipes out the dues
received.  I much prefer that the
Canadians pay in Canadian funds;
after preparing a new membership
card I then forward the dues checks to
Stafford Swain, who deposits them in
the TLR’s Canadian banking account.

By Jim Bernier
TLR Contest Director

Hi there!  My name is Jim Bernier and
I am your new Contest Director for
the Thousand Lakes Region.  Over
the past number of years Tom
Mauszycki has been our Contest
Director and has done a fine job
organizing the TLR model contests
and the paperwork.  Tom is now
“retiring” so he can get some more
serious modeling done.

Building a contest entry involves
research, construction skills, and
knowing how to fill out the entry
form so you get the maximum points
that your model deserves.  Filling out
the 'entry' form Saturday morning at
the contest room is the last step in
your documentation journey.

Document your construction - Start a

journal and take notes as you build
your model. 

= Document what processes you
used to fabricate parts of the model. 

= Where did you get the plans/draw-
ings (or did you have to measure the
prototype & create your own draw-
ings?).

= What percentage of your model is
“scratchbuilt”?

= How many superdetail parts did
you use?

= Does your model match a specific
prototype (got a photo?); and if it is
“freelance,” please explain why it fol-
lows good prototype practice.

By this time, some folks are saying
there is not enough room on the entry
form to write all of this information!

And you are correct.  Stop down at
the local office supply retailer and get
a thin binder to put all of this infor-
mation in.  Tab it into sections based
on the judging categories that are
documented in the NMRA forms -
http://www.nmra.org/achievement/
apforms.html .

Now, I am not telling you to write a
“book.”  The judges do not have time
to read an essay on how you built old
“XYZ 123.”  A nice binder with draw-
ings, photos of the prototype, maybe
some construction photos, and a nice
description of what you did are fine
(maybe 2-3 minutes of reading).

The reason for documentation is so
that you are awarded all of the points
that your model deserves.  A single
sentence on the entry form that the
“model conforms to prototype” says

“Paperwork” continued on page 4
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By John Hotvet, MMR

InterMountain Railway Co. recently
came out with laser kits for several
Santa Fe lineside structures, which I
just had to have for my model rail-
road.  These include a signal main-
tainer house without motor car
garage, a signal maintainer house
with a motor car garage, a section
house with motor car garage, a single
stall outhouse, and a two-stall out-
house, which I purchased from a local
hobby shop.  IM also has a four-room
section maintainer’s house that I have
purchased but have not constructed
yet.

These buildings all follow standard
laser kit construction procedures, i.e.
paint the various components first,
glue the walls together, use peel-and-
stick technology to assemble the win-
dows and add trim to the buildings,
and add the roof.

The Santa Fe used yellow sides, green
trim, white windows, and red roofing
for the era that I model, so I sprayed a
rainbow of colors one evening.  The
next night I got down to the actual
assembly.  All the buildings went
together quickly following the
instructions, and everything fit just
the way it should.  I did add some
extra interior bracing using strip-
wood to ensure that the sides remain
straight and securely glued together.

But something was missing when I
compared the models to photos and
plans I have in various books.
Actually, upon further review several
things were amiss.

While the basic structure dimensions
and proportions all matched with
plan sheets, the siding material was
wrong.  Santa Fe structures used lap
siding, but these kits had scribed sid-

ing.  So the structures will now have
to be placed where they can’t be
closely examined.

The second major goof was the roof-
ing material.  The kit contains laser-
cut material that represents the dia-
mond shingles on Santa Fe structures,
but the scribing is so fine that it essen-
tially disappears under a coat of
paint.  I was also told by a Santa Fe
structures expert that the angle of the
diamond material is not close to that
used by the Santa Fe.  American
Model Builders makes the correct
diamond shingle material, so I might
change the roofing material some
day.

Finally, the issue of “missing” parts.
The two largest buildings were sup-
posed to have chimneys per the Santa
Fe Standard Plan Book, but the kit
did not have these so I got some from
my spare parts drawer.  I also
scrounged up some strip styrene and
cut rafter tails for the roof.  I was
going to add doorknobs also, but
since these will end up being back -
ground models I did not do that.

Right after I completed these models,
American Model Builders also came
out with laser kits for the same struc-
tures.  These are apparently much
more accurate in the small details that
the InterMountain kits missed on,
based on a kit review that I read
recently.

While I can’t recommend the
InterMountain kits to serious Santa
Fe modelers in light of the correct
American Model Builders kits, they
do build up quickly into some nice
lineside structures that modelers can
never have enough of.  And they do
have a nice “railroady” feel to them.

New InterMountain AT&SF lineside
structures may disappoint purists

KIT REVIEW

little and you have no “proof.”  The
plastic airplane modelers will not
even judge an entry without a picture
to prove the prototype existed (a
tough crowd) -- at least in model rail-
roading we allow “freelancing”!

Contest Entry Form - Please take
time to fill it out with some thought.

= In each area, please refer to a sec-
tion in your documentation binder
(makes it much easier for the judges.

= Please print with your best letter-
ing/handwriting.

= Be complete - do not leave sections
blank.

OK, you have documented your prize
model, and have even built a jazzy
binder on your computer (maybe
with the help of your teenager!).  Let's
get that model to the contest room.

Back in July, I attended the National
Convention in Cincinnati.  Editor
Gerry Leone and I had the opportuni-
ty to judge at the National Contest.  It
was real eye opening stuff (e.g. white
gloves to handle the models, auto-
matic loss of 10 points if there were
no plans or drawings).  I was a
“standby” judge and filled in in any
area where a judge might have his
own model entered.  Also, there was
a lot more emphasis on the difference
between a “simple” model and a
“complex” one.  These people are
very serious.

If anyone would like to get into judg-
ing, we have a “shadow judge” pro-
gram at the TLR meets that allows
one to get his feet wet.  You will work
with an experienced judge.  Please let
me know if you would like to try
your hand at judging!  Also, if you
want NMRA judging at your local
Division meets, get in touch with me
and maybe we can make arrange-
ments for one or two TLR judges to
judge your models.  Remember, all
you need is 87.5 points to get a merit
award!

“Paperwork” continued from page 3
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

Want your Division or club featured in THE FUSEE? Write up an article and send it in!  See Page 11 for details.

By Ron Einarson
No. 1 Northern Division Superintendent

The 2004-2005 season started off with a
flurry and ended with a fantastic celebra-
tion of the Winnipeg Model Railroad
Club’s 50th Anniversary. What a great
year of railroading both model and proto-
type. 

February, March, and April of this year
saw the usual meetings and open houses
at the various clubs around the province.
The WMRC meetings had their standard
clinics from the No. 1 Northern group on
“Basics of laying flex track,” “Weathering
basics,” and “Weathering rolling stock,”
plus interesting presentations on the
White Pass & Yukon from Larry Leavens.
The club’s Annual Open House was toned
down this year as members worked dili-
gently on the Golden Rails 2005 conven-
tion. 

The annual model and photo contests

were held with some very interesting
entries. The No. 1 Northern debuted the
new TLR display unit -- a very nice setup.
The year-end Awards Banquet was held
in May with all the contest winners get-
ting their loot. Congratulations to Bob

King on receiv-
ing the
P r e s i d e n t ’ s
Award for
O u t s t a n d i n g
Service to the
WMRC.

The Selkirk
Model Railroad
club had their
Open House on
April 3rd and
4th, which fea-
tured their new
HO layout up
and  running
with a Digitrax
DCC system. It
worked great. The N-scale layout had
been upgraded and also featured DCC.
The O-scale pike has also been updated
and runs well.

The Win-N-trak group had several shows
throughout Winnipeg
and southern Manitoba.
This group really gets
around and promotes the
hobby. It is amazing how
quickly they dismantle
and assemble their large
layout, then turn around
and do the reverse when
they bring it back to their
home base at Gooch’s
Hobbies. They also have
a small portable pike
they can display at small-
er venues.

The Gateway Western
Railroad continues to
grow in operators. The
layout has been running
for a year-and-a-half,
providing members with
a terrific locale to run
their HO equipment.

Gradually upgrades are taking place as
time and money permit. Some changes
are planned for the future which should
greatly improve the look and operation of
the layout. More later on this subject.

The Golden Rails 2005 convention on the
long Victoria Day weekend consumed
most of us for the last six months and it
turned out much better than any of us
could have fathomed. It was a complete
success. In fact the only real comment
from attendees was that there was too
much to do and see.

Highlights included:

l Nearly 300 registrants (we had estimat-
ed perhaps 150-160) coming from all over
Canada, the United States, and Mexico,
plus Australia and New Zealand.

l 18 layouts on the home tours including
Bill Taylor’s 1.5” (1.6”) scale 7.5” gauge
ride ‘em railroad.

Ron Einarson’s “Derelict Farm House,” built in N-scale, won Best
in Show at the WMRC Annual Open House last April.

CP #9010 leading a 4-unit consist just before it picked up its westbound
freight at Portage la Prairie during a Golden Rails 2005 railfan trip.

CN MofW crew doing some work at the West-
end diamond at Portage la Prairie during a
Golden Rails 2005 railfan trip.

“No. 1 Northern” continued on page 8

“Golden Rails 2005” was the highlight of
No. 1 Northern Division’s spring
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By Paul Ullrich

Two months after my mother
died in 1988, my cousin Artie,
who was helping me handle her
estate, sent me a large box con-
taining her personal effects. It
was an eclectic and puzzling
collection of memorabilia.

My mother, God bless her, was
by no means an archivist.
There was no rhyme, reason or
order to her collection. She col-
lected keepsakes from her past
with all the intent of a Magpie
grabbing something bright and
shiny.

The box my cousin sent me was
in itself was a blast from the past. It was
the box my first stereo set came in,
which I bought at Korvette’s depart-
ment store in Brooklyn. I had put zebra
striped Mac-Tac on the box and used it
as a footstool in my college dorm. That
was 35 years ago, and that Mac-Tac is
still stuck on the box.

There were hundreds of photographs
in the box. Some were in albums, but
most if them were in envelopes that
were stuffed to the breaking  point.
Many of them were from my child-
hood. Some were family portraits taken
around the turn of the last century.
There were photos of people
whom I didn’t recognize at all.

There was her yearbook from
the Nazarene college she attend-
ed in the 1920’s. I found a license
certifying her as a masseuse in
the state of Florida in 1940, the
year before she married my
father. That was quite a surprise,
as she never mentioned that part
of her life to me. She kept one of
my report cards. It wasn’t one of
my better ones. It was from my
final semester of grade nine,
when I flunked Spanish. THAT
she had to keep? There was a
copy of my father’s birth certifi-
cate, two of his driver’s licenses,
and an honour roll certificate
that he received in grade eight

“My Good Toy” – my very first train story

in 1925. A large envelope was filled
with get well cards and letters sent to
me by my grade three classmates when
I had my tonsils out. There was a plaque
she received for her volunteer service in
the Junior High School I attended. She
kept a half dozen telephone address
books. I recognized very few of the
names in those books. Most of the names
and addresses she listed were of people
whom I never met or knew.

She kept one of my toys. It was a tin
music box in the shape of an Easter egg.
It was violet coloured and had a picture
of the Easter bunny on it. When you
turned the crank, it played “Oh dear,

what can the matter be?”  Not
exactly an Easter song, but it was
one of her favourites. I remember
her singing it in the kitchen as she
made supper. Perhaps that was
her way of saying that supper
wasn’t going exactly as planned.

Buried deep in that box was a true
gem. It was an essay I wrote in
grade three. The theme was “My
Good Toy.” It was dated
November 7, 1958.  This is what I
wrote:

My good toy is my trains. They are
very good too. I have a Locomotive
and a Tender. I have lots of tracks.
And a caboose a gondola  another
gondola with a hobo and a R.R.

Police man trying to get him. I have a
Passenger car that lights up too. I have a
caboose that lights up. I have Lionel trains.
And marx trains. I have exter trains and
tracks. And I have a box car. I have a trans-
former too. I can make it go in the dark. And
I have keys to my trains too. Trains are one
of my hobbys. I had my frist train in 1954
Cristmas. It was fun too. I love my trains.
They are good. Boy! do I like them. they are
nice Toys. My trains are down here.

Underneath was a drawing I made of a
locomotive. I left the spelling, grammar,
punctuation, and capitalization  intact.

As you might have guessed, I still
have all the trains I mentioned in
this essay, and quite a few more. I
repainted the passenger car in
VIA rail colours, which I dearly
regretted when I later found out
how much that car was worth on
the collector’s market.

When my wife saw this essay,
she asked me how I could spell
gondola, locomotive, and trans-
former correctly, but stumbled
on simpler words such as extra,
first, and hobbies.

It was an obvious question, with
an obvious answer. I was a train
nut even then. 

The author, at age four, with his first electric train set, taken
Christmas day, 1954. He still has the trains, but not the jammies. “Good Toy” continued on page 7



by Paul UllrichTrainToons

My father was also mystified over how
I could write my Lionel want lists so
neatly, yet write my homework so slop-
pily that it was almost illegible. I used
to study every page of my Lionel cata-
logues as if their contents were going to
be questions on my final exams. I wish
they had been questions on my finals. I
would’ve gotten better grades.

I was very fond of running my head-
lighted locomotives with the lights
turned out. When I ran trains that did-
n’t have headlights in the dark, they
always derailed. I assumed that the
headlighted engines could see in the
dark. Hey, I was seven!

I was a bit puzzled about writing that I
had keys for my trains, as if they had
ignition systems and internal combus-
tion engines. Then I remembered that I
was referring to my Marx clockwork
trains, which had keys to wind them
up. 

I wrote that I got my first train set for

Christmas in 1954. I had always
thought that I received that train a year
later. In one of the albums my cousin
sent me, there was a photo of me with
that train, taken on the day that I got it.
I took it out and turned the picture
around. Sure enough, my mother had
written “Christmas 1954” on the back.

I was four years old, half of what is now
the recommended age to give an elec-
tric train to a child. They didn’t have
age limits printed on the boxes of elec-
tric train sets in 1954. All my friends
had electric trains by the time they were
five. I had quite a collection of them
well before I was eight. Perhaps this is
why our hobby is losing participants.
We just don’t get them young enough
anymore.

I was very disturbed about the drawing I
made at the bottom of the page. I’ve
made my living as an artist.  [Paul’s now
drawing cartoons for THE FUSEE, too.  See
below. - Ed.] I was paid well for my
efforts, and I’ve won several awards. But
my future skills and talents weren’t evi-
dent in this drawing. 

The steam engine I drew looked more
like a melted bar of soap with wheels
than anything else. Make that a melted
bar of Zest or Irish Spring, for I had
coloured it green. A very bright green.
A lime green.

I didn’t have any green steam locomo-
tives in my roster of toy trains. I wasn’t
even aware that steamers came in any
colour besides black until I was in my
twenties. Perhaps I was channeling the
Southern Crescent, GN’s Empire
Builder, the Flying Scotsman or CN’s
Bullet Nosed Betty when I coloured it.
But those engines were painted a dark-
er, more somber colour than the lime
green of my crayon of choice.

The engine had two driving wheels,
connected to a single side rod, which
wasn’t connected to a piston. As a mat-
ter of fact, I didn’t draw any pistons on
the engine! I knew every detail on my
Lionel steamer better than I did the
back of own hand. That locomotive had
pistons, so I had no excuse for leaving
them off my drawing. Perhaps I was
channeling the Pennsy Turbine, which
also didn’t have side rods connected to
pistons.

The only detailing I gave the engine
was the whistle. It was mounted on top
of the engine, attached to a string lead-
ing to the cab. It wasn’t at all prototypi-
cal. It looked like a factory whistle from
a 1940’s Bugs Bunny cartoon. That
probably was my reference.

The lime green engine ran on a bright
pink track. A grey wire connected the
track to a violet coloured transformer
with two grey handles. It looked like it
was coloured by someone taking an
acid trip.  I should’ve drawn a better
picture than that.

But what struck me about my essay was
how little my tastes and interests have
changed. Forty-seven years later, I’m
still writing articles about trains. Forty-
seven years later, the words I wrote in
1958 still ring true.

I love my trains. They are good. Boy, do
I like them! They are nice toys.

Thanks for holding on to that story,
mom.

“Good Toy” continued from page 6
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“No. 1 Northerm” continued from page 5

Introducing the best deal 
in model railroading.

u Have easy access to one of the world’s largest 
railroad libraries...which includes over 100,000
prototype photos, 6,000 books, and over 50,000 
modeling, prototype and historical society magazines

u Experience the fellowship and fun of getting modeling help and 
discussing the hobby with other members in your area

u Receive reduced rates on special insurance for your layout 
or collection

u Get admission to local model railroad meetings and events
u Receive 6 monthly issues of Scale Rails magazine

u Have access to standards info 
and data sheets

u Be a part of programs 
like “Modeling With The 
Masters,” the Pike Registry, 
Estate Counseling, contests, 
clinics, the Achievement 
Program and more!

So much bang.
So few bucks.

Join the NMRA for 6 months for just $9.95*!
Sign me up!

Fill out this form, include your payment of $9.95 (U.S. funds only) and mail
it to:  NMRA - Rail Pass Membership, 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga,
TN 37421-2119. Or sign up online at www.nmra.org.

*Rail Pass offer is good in theU.S. only and is for new members and those who
have not been NMRA members for two years or more.  Individuals can only join
at Rail Pass rates one time; membership renewal will be at the regular member-
ship rate.  RailPass members can vote, attend conventions and participate in con-
tests, but cannot hold office and will not receive a New Member Pak. TLR

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (         )

Email

c Check c Credit card

Credit Card #

Credit Card Exp

Signature

Visit www.nmra.org to
see what you’re missing!

l Over 30 world class clinics featuring
model, prototype and historical.

l A two-day train show featuring the 16’
x 36’ portable layout of the G-Whiz Gang
from the Twin Cities, a 24’ x 42’ modular
replica of the CP Rail Kicking Horse Pass
from Calgary, Alberta, including the
Spiral Tunnels with unbelievable proto-
typical sound, plus several portable local

layouts (Win-N-trak, Paul
Ullrich’s O-gauge, the
Mitchell Modellers’ N-scale,
Peter Husband’s Thomas the
Tank Engine setup, and
Robert Weaver’s Proto:48
modules.

l Six tables of models
brought in by attendees fea-
turing some of the best mod-
elers in Canada.

l A prototype tour of the CP
Rail Diesel Shop (a very hard
place to get into), a tour of
the Midwestern Rails
Museum, a ride on the
Prairie Dog Central, a railfan

tour to Portage la Prairie
(which proved very interest-

ing as the city moved their Railway Days
ahead to coincide with our convention;
they opened the old CP station, had dis-
plays and a BBQ for us), and a rail trip on
the VIA to Sioux Lookout and return.

l An after-dinner presentation by Ian
Wilson on railroading in Southern
Ontario, based on his four books on the
subject.

By the end of the weekend everyone was
tired, smiling, happy to see and meet old
and new friends, filled up with new and
interesting knowledge and sites, and, of
course, full tummies after Bill Taylor and
the AVR’s BBQ and the Canadian
Mennonite University’s wonderful
Saturday dinner. Special thanks go to
John Longhurst for arranging the use of
the CMU facilities; they were superb.
From the dorms (very reasonably priced),
to the theater for Ian Wilson’s presenta-
tion to the Train Show gym and the clinic
rooms, to great access and parking.

We can now get ready for next year’s sea-
son starting September 2005 and the com-
ing of seven more feet of snow in my
backyard. Great time to hit the basement
and model. I hope to get around and visit
with more railroaders in the province and
spread the good word.

The No.1 Northern meets the 2nd Friday
of the month from September to April
along with the Winnipeg Model Railroad
Club at 1735 Corydon Avenue.  They also
get together Thursday nights and
Saturday mornings at Gooch’s Hobbies
185 Sherbrook St. around the Gateway
Western layout.

Kicking Horse Pass modular layout from Calgary.  Only about
half of the layout is visible in this photo.



Fall 2005 9

Reading Railroad, the number of dif-
ferent manufacturers who have pro-
duced models of Big Boys, or infor-
mation on how to scratchbuild live
catenary systems.  Frequently, ques-
tions also involve plans of locomo-
tives and rolling stock, as well as
information about a specific location,
such as a yard or passenger station.
In order to answer these questions,
the staff has a variety of source mate-
rial from which to get information.  I
will begin by listing of some of the
collections and resources available at
the library then briefly discuss each
one and explain their uses to the
modeler.

= John Kentlein - H.K. 
Porter Collection

= Bruce Meyer - EMD 
Collection

= The photo collection
= The periodical collection
= Car and Locomotive 

Builder's Cyclopedias
= Official Guide of the 

Railways
= Official Railway 

Equipment Registers
= Poor's Manual of 

Railroads and Moody's 
Railroads

= The book collection
= Historical society, club, 

museum and  SIG
publications

= The video collection

John Kentlein - H.K. Porter
Collection
This collection has over 780 builders’
photos, catalogs, blueprints and other
data chronicling the history of the
premier industrial locomotive manu-
facturer. If you are interested in
Porter locomotives, we have pub-
lished a reprint of the 13th catalog
Porter Steam Locomotives, Light and
Heavy, which is available for sale at
the library.  The book also contains a
roster of Porter locomotives including
an indication of the photos in the col-
lection.

Bruce Meyer - EMD Collection
If you are looking for paint diagrams
of locomotives from GM's Electro-
Motive Division, then the Bruce
Meyer collection is for you.  With
over 1,400 EMD paint scheme draw-
ings from various railroads, opera-
tion manuals and other diesel loco-
motive items, this collection is a valu-
able tool to the model railroader
wishing to paint and letter EMD
equipment.  A complete listing of
available diagrams can be found on
the library website under "Our
Collection," or you may call us and
we will be glad to check on the avail-
ability of any drawing which may be
of interest to you.

The photo collection
There are approximately 100,000
prints, slides and negatives in the
library's photo collection, with
approximately 25% currently cata-
loged.  Notable is the Miller Negative
Collection, which includes 4,347
images representing 110 railroads.
Developed by Harold B. "Dusty"
Miller, it covers the years 1934-41 and
therefore documents the peak of
steam power development. All views
are static, and in some cases show the
locomotive in stored or partially dis-
mantled condition. The bulk of the
images are of western roads, with
particular emphasis on the Southern

“Library” continued on page 10

Pacific, Santa Fe and Western Pacific.
Some of these photographs were
highlighted in the book Steam on the
Feather River Route, which is still
available for sale at the library.  We
can offer prints of any photo, slide or
negative in our collection.  If you are
interested in finding out if we have
the pictures you are interested in, all
you have to do is contact us and we
will gladly do a search and mail you
a list of relevant images for your
review.

The periodical collection
Over 50,000 modeling, prototype and
historical society magazines, as well
as vintage Railway Age, Railroad

Gazette and Railway
Review publications make
up the Kalmbach
Memorial Library's peri-
odical collection.  Most
are indexed so the materi-
al is easy to locate.  The
periodicals can be used
for copying specific arti-
cles or as sources for
answering research ques-
tions.  If you would like
articles on handlaying
turnouts we will be glad
to mail you two or three
examples, or if you are
looking for original pri-
mary material about the
electrification of the
Pennsy, we can look up

information in vintage
publications describing the efforts to
carry out this huge task.

Car and Locomotive Builder's
Cyclopedias
These are great for finding informa-
tion about freight and passenger cars,
and locomotives, and all their compo-
nents.  Information, drawings and
photos of brake systems, under-
frames, boilers, wheels, and every-
thing else that makes up the finished
products.  We have cyclopedias from
the 1880s to 1997, so all eras are well
represented.

Official Guides of the Railways
If you are in need of passenger train

“Library” continued from page 1

Just one of the many stacks of reference books housed at the Kalmbach
Memorial Library.



7,000 books and manuals, spanning
all areas of model and prototype rail-
roading.  The books are classified
according to the Drury system, a rail-
road-specific classification system
named after former Kalmbach
Publishing librarian George Drury.
Books can then be categorized by
such subject matters as Cars,
Engineering, Locomotives, Model
Railroading and Model Building,
General Railroading, Specific
Railroads, Traction, and Foreign
(non-North American), just to name a
few.  We rely heavily on the book col-
lection, as well as the periodical col-
lection when conducting research.
The collection is constantly growing
due to the generosity of members
who donate books they no longer
have a use for, and from families who
are looking to dispose of  material fol-
lowing a member's passing.  We are
also receiving a fair amount of newly
published books from publishers
who in return get their books
announced in the monthly Library
Car column in Scale Rails.

Historical society, club, museum and
SIG publications
We have more than 275 different pub-
lications from railroad historical soci-
eties, clubs, museums and NMRA
SIGs (special interest groups).  We
also have an extensive collection of
NMRA region and division newslet-
ters.  The historical society and SIG
publications are great sources for in-
depth articles on narrow subject mat-
ters.  Chances are if an article on a
particular subject has appeared in a
one of these publications, this will be
the single best source of information
on that subject, excluding books.

The video collection
Over 500 videos make up the library's
video collection. They are divided
into three categories: Modeling,
Prototype, and Clinics.  Just like pho-
tos, videos are a great source of inspi-
ration and prototype information to
the modeler.  Whether you are look-
ing for videos on railroading in gen-
eral, railroad- or area-specific videos,
or modeling and how-to clinics,
chances are the video collection has

schedules then this is the publication
for you.  Our website lists all the
years in the collection so you can
request specific copies.  The publica-
tion lists all passenger train stations
in North America, and has schedules
for all trains serving those stations,
sorted by railroad.  Many also have
maps of their lines.

Official Railway Equipment
Registers (ORERs)
Published quarterly, the ORER is a
complete listing of freight cars owned
by the railroads and private car com-
panies.  Cars are sorted by railroad
and listed according to their num-
bers.  The following information is
provided for each listing: AAR
mechanical designation, markings
and type of car, numbers, inside and
outside dimensions, door dimen-
sions, capacity, and the number of
cars in each series.  Freight connec-
tions and junction points are also list-
ed, as well as a recapitulation of all
the freight car equipment for an easy
overview of the total number of cars
sorted by mechanical designation.
The website lists all the ORERs in the
library's collection.  Again, it is just a
matter of contacting us and letting us
know which railroad(s) and year(s)
you would like copies of, and we will
mail them to you.  This information is
useful when trying to accurately
number your freight cars, finding out
which cars were owned by a given
railroad, and for putting together a
prototypically accurate freight car
mix on your layout.

Poor's Manual of Railroads and
Moody's Railroads
These publications have great infor-
mation on the railroads' finances,
track mileage, equipment holdings,
traffic, histories and comments on
operations and finances.  The amount
of information varies with the size of
the railroad, but everyone should be
able to find useful data in these pub-
lications.

The book collection
The library is home to more than

something for you.  The best part is
that they are all available for rent. The
price for members in the United
States is $5.00 per tape, postage paid
(note that some titles have two or
more tapes, in which cases the price is
multiplied accordingly). You can find
a complete listing on our website, or
we will be glad to mail you printout if
you do not have internet access.  For
members outside of the U.S., please
contact your local A/V Dispatcher for
price and availability.

I hope this article has provided you
with insight into the library, its collec-
tions and how to use them.  In
upcoming articles I will go deeper
into these resources with examples of
modeling and research applications.
If you have any questions or com-
ments, please contact me any time.

Thomas Mossbeck 
Research  Associate
Kalmbach Memorial Library
4121 Cromwell Road
Chattanooga, TN 37421
Phone: 423-894-8144
Fax: 423-899-4869
Web: www.nmra.org/library
Email: kalmlibresearch@aol.com

“Library” continued from page 9 
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Don’t forget about the
Special TLR Meeting 
The Summer 2005 FUSEE contained
the text of proposed word changes to
the Thousand Lakes Region’s By-
laws to bring them into compliance
with new NMRA regulations. In
accordance with TLR By-laws, any
proposed changes must be distrib-
uted to and voted on by the entire
membership.  

Therefore, a special membership
meeting specifically for that purpose
will be held on Saturday, October 1,
2005, at 1:00 pm at the 11th Annual
Hutchinson Train Show, McLeod
County Fairgrounds, 780 Century
Ave. SW, Hutchinson, MN.  Those
interested in discussing these
changes and voting on their adop-
tion should attend that meeting.



Fall 2005 11

Department
Chairpersons
Membership & Handbook

Jim Wetzler
RR1, Box 123
Granada, MN 56039
jwetzler@bevcomm.net

Achievement Program
John Hotvet, MMR 
(see Treasurer)

Historian
Thomas Mauszycki, DDS
1671 ValleyView Drive
Winona, MN  55987
507-454-3800
tmauszycki@charter.net

Scouting Coordinator
Jeff Hoffman
916 9th Ave. East
Spencer, IA  51301
712-262-8589

NMRA Central District Dir.
Dave Thornton
2027 Jeffery Dr.
Troy, MI  48098-3816
248-879-6806
ncrt@hq.nmra.org

Webmaster
Pat Walker
1116 Randolph Ave. #16
Saint Paul  MN  55105
651-699-5245
webdude@

thousandlakesregion.org
FUSEE Editor

Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
952-474-8364
fusee@

thousandlakesregion.org

Division Supers
Dakota Southeastern Div.

Don Graen

1001 S. Cleveland Ave.
Sioux Falls, SD 57103
605-331-2901
graendj@sio.midco.net

Kashabowie Division
Lloyd Stresman
208 Toivo Street
Thunder Bay, ON
Canada  P7B 6K9
807-768-0797
stresman@shaw.ca

Minnesota River Valley Div.
Sam Sherman
63583 Co. Rd. 5
Franklin, MN 55333
507-557-8336
sam635@webtv.net

North Dakota Div.
Charles Durrenberger
319 5th Street North
Grand Forks, ND 58203
701-746-7652
rr1@insionline.net

No. 1 Northern Div.
Ron Einarson
1364 Dudley Crescent
Winnipeg, MB
Canada R3M 1P3
204-475-6267
ron.einarson@pwgsc.gc.ca

Paul Bunyan Division
Position open

Prairie Lakes Div.
Terry Davis (see PR Dir.)

South Red River Valley Div.
Dennis Neumiller
519 7th Ave. East
West Fargo, ND 58078

Twin Cities Division
Lynn McCall (see VP)

Wild Rivers Div.
Bill Janson
12937 State Road 70
Grantsburg, WI  54840
715-463-5723
gmagayle@ 

grandsburgtelcomm.net

Board of Directors
President

Bruce Selb
P.O. Box 1113
Burnsville, MN 55337
651-276-4776
magazineguy@

readingstation.com 
Vice President

Lynn McCall
6536 84th Court N.
Brooklyn Park, MN 55445
612-597-8677
ldmccall@earthlink.net

Secretary
Jay Davis
P.O. Box 264
Everly, Iowa 51338
712-834-2073
jdandice22c@hotmail.com

Treasurer
John Hotvet, MMR
5100 Nicollet Ave. S.
Minneapolis, MN 55419
612-822-5788
johntrain@aol.com

Conventions
Gordy Miller
10625 450th Street
Blue Earth, MN 56103
507-526-2645
gmiller@bevcomm.net

Public Relations
Terry Davis
1380 Jefferson St. S.E.
Hutchinson, MN 55350
320-587-7820
davis@hutchinsonleader.com

Contest Director
Jim Bernier
5631 Silas Dent Rd NW
Rochester, MN 55901
jrbernier@hotmail.com

The Thousand Lakes Region

FUSEE Advertising
Commercial advertising from hobby shops,
manufacturers, and other businesses with a
model railroading interest is accepted.  Pike
ads are for individual layouts, model railroad
clubs, or other non-commercial groups.  All
ads can be run in a single issue at the rate of
35% of the annual rate.

Annual Annual
Comm. Pike ad

Ad size (HxW) rate rate
Full pg 95/8”x 71/8” $145.00 $90.00
1/2 pg 43/4”x 71/8” 90.00 45.00
1/4 pg 43/4”x 31/2” 45.00 25.00
1/6 pg 43/4”x 21/4” 35.00 18.50
1/8 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 25.00 15.00
1/8 pg 33/4”x 21/4” 25.00 15.00
1/12 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 18.50 10.00
1/16 pg 11/8”x 31/2” 15.00 7.50

All advertising should be mailed (not emailed)
to THE FUSEE Editor as camera-ready artwork
or electronic files (jpeg, tiff, gif, or EPS with
outlined fonts). Payment must be enclosed
and should be in U.S. funds, international
money order, or by check drawn on U.S. Banks.
Questions? Contact the Editor!

FUSEE Subscription / Subscription Renewal 

I’m enclosing payment for: _____ New subscription
_____ Subscription renewal

_____ Returning member

_____ $10 for one year

_____ $20 for two years

Scale(s): 

________________

NMRA #:

________________

Name: ___________________________________

Address:__________________________________

City:_____________________________________

State/Province:_____Zip/Postal Code:__________

Phone:  (_______) ___________________________

Email:__________________@____________________

Mail to:   John Hotvet, Treasurer 
5100 Nicollet Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55419

THE FUSEE is a quarterly publication of
the Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model
Railroad Association and is mailed to all subscribers.
The subscription year runs from June 1 through
May 31. A subscription costs $10.00 per year, and
should be mailed to the Treasurer.

Permission is granted to reproduce any portion of
THE FUSEE for use in other non-profit publications
as long as proper credit is given and a copy is sent to
the editor.

All contributions except advertising are considered
donations.  Submissions can be made by floppy disk,
email, CD-ROM or hard copy, either PC or Mac.
However, please do not email photos; instead send
prints (will be returned) or a CD.  Send materials to:
Gerry Leone, 6459 Smithtown Road, Excelsior, MN
55331, or fusee@thousandlakesregion.org.

If you’re moving, please mail a change-of-address
form to the Treasurer.

LOOKING FOR GLORY, 
STATUS AND POWER?
Why settle for those things when you can 

edit THE FUSEE instead?

We need a real, permanent editor for this newsletter.
Sign up, and we’ll give you the software and train

you until you’re comfortable with it.  It’s really not as
hard as it looks.  Plus you won’t get any of that glory,

status, or power to bog you down.

If you’re even remotely interested, contact Bruce Selb
(TLRPresident), or Gerry Leone, MMR, the 

un-glorified, non-statused, non-powerful editor.

Please note:  Because of the NMRA's new "one dues" policy, as of September 1, 2005 all NMRA members
residing within the Thousand Lakes Region are automatically TLR members.  If you previously were a TLR
member, your membership fee automatically became a "FUSEE subscription."  If you're a new TLR member
or had let your TLR membership lapse and would like a subscriptionto THE FUSEE, please use this form. 



THE FUSEE
P.O. Box 1113
Burnsville, MN 55337

Saturday - Sunday, 9/10-11/2005 
Lakes Area Model RR 10th Annual Train Show, Central Square Cultural
Center, Second Ave. Northeast, Glenwood, MN 55334.  Admission: $2, children
under 6 free.  Contact: Randy Thoen, (320) 762-8840 or lammra@yhoo.com

Saturday - Sunday, 9/10-11/2005   9:30 AM - 6 PM (Sat) 11 AM - 4 PM (Sun)
James J. Hill Days Model Railroad and Circus Show , Wayzata Bay Mall,
Admission: free. A layout and model circus display show sponsored by Circus
Model Builders Zellmar Brs. Ring 80. Contact Gene Arlandson, (952) 854-5641.

Friday - Sunday, 9/16-18/2005 - 8 AM - 5 PM 
Minnesota Central Railway Open House, Stearns County Pioneer Club
Grounds, Stearns County Rd. 10, Albany, MN 56307.  Admission: $7.00.  Contact
Tim Kummet, 320-632-2643

Saturday, 9/24/2005 - 9 AM - 3 PM 
Model Railroad and Toy Train Sale and Show , Minnesota State Fairgrounds,
Education Building.  Admission: $4.00; free to kids under 12; free admission to
Bandana Square with hand stamp from Hobby Sale.  For more information:
Contact Keith Engen at (952) 473-5276.

Saturday - Sunday 9/24-25/2005 - 10 AM - 4 PM 
27th Annual Model Train Show & Swap Meet, The Stateline Ice and
Community Expo, Monroe, WI.  Admission: $2, children under 10 w/ adult, free.

Saturday, 10/1/05 - 9 AM - 4 PM 
11th Annual Hutchinson Train Show and Flea Market, McLeod County
Fairgrounds, Hutchinson. Admission:  $3; children 12 and under free. Contact:

Charles Olesen, (320) 562-2186, ole1@hutchtel.net or http://luceline.tripod.com
Minnesota Central Railway Open House.  Note: a special TLR Membership
Meeting will be held during this show. Seep page 10 for details.

Saturday, 10/8/05  
Prairie Lakes Division Fall Meet, Clay County Fairgrounds, Spencer, Iowa.
Meet takes place at the fairgrounds building, which houses a large HO-scale
model railroad. Popular vote model contest, clinics, flea market, business meet-
ing, door prizes. Free admission. For more, contact Ron Peterson at
pete31545@yahoo.com.

Saturday, 10/15/05 - 10 AM - 6 PM
The Kandi-Railers Fall Model Railroad Show, Kandi Mall, Willmar, MN. Free
admission. Flea market tables $10, layouts wanted. Contact Kevin Raatz at (320)
235-7962, or raatz5@charter.net.

Saturday - Sunday, 10/15-16/05 - 10 AM - 5 PM (Sat) 10 AM - 3 PM (Sun)
4th Annual Indianhead Model Railroad Club Train Show, North High School
Gym, 2700 Mercury Ave., Eau Claire, WI.  Admission: $4.00 or $8.00 for fami-
lies.  For more information call (715) 832-4445.

Saturday - Sunday, 10/15-16/05 - 10 AM - 5 PM (Sat) 10 AM - 4 PM (Sun)
Train Show and Sale, Turtle Lake High School. 205 Oak St. N., Turtle Lake, WI.

Saturday - Sunday, 11/19-20/05 - 10 AM - 5 PM (Sat) 10 AM - 4 PM (Sun)
Trains At Christmas 2005, W. H. Lyons Fairgrounds, Sioux Falls, SD, Sioux
Empire Fair Administration Office, armory building.  Lunch will provided on
site for a nominal charge. For more, see: www.svmes.net.

Train shows & events in and near the Region

If you’re in the Thousand Lakes Region and would like your train show, swap meet, Division meeting, club meeting or other railroad/model
railroad-related event listed in our calendar, please send it to Jim Bernier at jrbernier@hotmail.com by the deadline listed inside.

Compiled by Jim Bernier, Gerry Leone, and Terry Davis

INSIDE:

Inside The Library 

Doing contest model
paperwork

An artist’s first story
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