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 The 2021 TLR Convention in Bismarck was enjoyed by 
both attendees and hosts!  The convention started with a recep-
tion at the North Dakota Railroad Museum in nearby Mandan, 
ND.  They have a great collection of old rolling stock, cabooses 
from several roads, a beautiful NP depot from Steele, ND and 
many artifacts.  We had a great picnic dinner and the museum 
staff gave rides on a 1/12 scale train to the willing!  Afterward 
Kent Farley had his modern era BNSF layout available for tours. 
 Friday started with a first for the TLR convention- 
Thomas Gasior, MMR and Cody Grivno, Group Technical Director 
for Model Railroader, gave their talks though video-conference 

(Zoom) that was projected onto a screen so everyone could see 
the presentation.  This was a great step forward since we now 
have the ability to host speakers from all over the world to do 
clinics for us.  The rest of the day was the typical in-person clin-
ics covering a wide range of topics.   
 Friday’s Non-Rail event had a tour of the ND State Her-
itage Center, the Former Governors Mansion and the State Capi-
tol building.  Friday evening was an Operating Session on Miche-
al Farley’s Yellowstone Division, a trainsition era BN layout.  He 
hosted another session Sunday morning as well.  Gordon Miller 
talked about restoring ATSF 2926, one of the amazing 4-8-4 
steamers that was rescued from a park in Albuquerque, NM, and 
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Past Convention Chair Scott Nesbitt hangs on as Terry Anderson waits for a fall on the ND Railroad Museum’s 1/4 inch scale railroad.  Most activi-
ties were outdoors this year. 
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Wes Garcia Thoughts 
The Thousand Lakes Region and the 

Dakota Southeaster Division lost Wes Garcia 
after a long fight with an illness.  Wes was 
truly a friend, worker and mentor to all in 
the Region and Sioux Falls.  He was an ex-
tremely patient individual who was always 
looking for new and innovative ways to ac-
complish task in all of the fields of his inter-
ests.  Wes served as Editor of THE FUSSEE 
prior to its conversion to electronic commu-
nications.  He had the ability to cajole folks 
into getting articles in on time, and the abil-
ity to edit them to get the maximum effect 
out of the printed word.  Wes became 
deeply involved in the solicitation process 
for auction items for the 
annual Chinese auction 
working with me in build-
ing a new data base of 
addresses and then 
keeping it current.  Wes 
was the individual who 
sent out the letters, the 
results of which had 
been seen at numerous 
conventions.  Wes was 
always interested in new 
technology, when 3D 
printing was in item in-
fancy, he found an indi-
vidual in Sioux Falls who 
was into the business 
and hosted a presenta-
tion of the topic where 
the DSED members were 
shown the potential uses of the process to enlarge the resources 
for hobbyists.    

Wes was always an active participant in Thousand Lakes 
Region Conventions.  As a photographer he talked in terms of a 
professional photographer teaching how to judge the photo 
contests.  He always saw things in photographs that most people 

would never even notice which enabled him 
to teach other judges what to look for in 
judging both black and white, and color pho-
tographs to differentiate photos in arriving 
at the awards.   
Most importantly Wes was a friend to all 
who knew him.  I had the opportunity to 
work closely with him on the construction of 
a complete model of an ethanol plant for the 
American Ethanol Association.  Before we 
started building, we jointly traveled to etha-
nol plants and reviewed Google Earth shots 
of the layout of a typical plant.  We discov-
ered that the general scheme of the plants 

was almost always the same.  Wes’s eye for 
detail and quiet sense of humor came out 

during the finishing stages 
of the project.  We saw 
that we had a grassy area 
with nothing but a water 
tank on it and he remarked 
that it needed detail so he 
painted two cats to look 
like skunks and hid them 
among the plants so folks 
would have to find them.  
When the diorama was 
finished it was presented 
to POET Corporation and 
the diorama was put on 
the road by the Associa-
tion.  We jointly entered 
the diorama in the Contest 
Room at the 2018 Sioux 
Falls convention and it 
was selected for Jock Oli-

phant award as the Best in Show.  
Wes brought to the table a jovial personality, and a 

fascinating sense of humor.  In life he was as passionate about 
the model railroad hobby as he was with every endeavor he en-
gaged in. 
 
Jay Manning 

Overhead view of the Ethanol Plant Wes and Jay constructed. 

Wes Garcia (right) and Jay Manning 
(left) working on the ethanol plant 

model 

View from the Cab    
President Jay Manning     
I have reviewed reports from Region activities throughout the NMRA and read them with an eye to measuring 
how the TLR and its Divisions are doing compared to other areas of the country.  To say the least, the TLR is on 
the move to bringing back a busy vibrant hobby.  The TLR held an actual in-person convention.  Divisions have 
hosted in-person model train shows and participated in community gatherings and celebrations.  We are not 
relying principally on Zoom as the communications link within the Region and Divisions, as were clearly evident 
in the reports that I read across much of the NMRA.  Admittedly, in general, the philosophy within our Region 
is to rely on individual judgement rather than government edicts.  We have had an emphasis on not losing 

track of individuals.  We have developed a plan for conducting safe activities and followed it.  As the Region President, I am proud 
of the efforts throughout the Thousand Lakes Region to find solutions that encourage individual participation while carefully fol-
lowing accepted safety principles.  We need to continue our efforts to safely rebuild the enthusiasm for the hobby and invite the 
public to become model railroad fans and/or participants. 
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Tom Gay (right) and Don Radeck (middle) visit John Beck’s 14 
inch gauge Outdoor Railroad. 

 Rich Holzapfel reminisced about his days on the Alaska Railroad.
  
 Saturday morning was cool and cloudy, but the weather 
improved enough for everyone to enjoy traveling to Ed Dukes 
1/12 scale outdoor railroad on several acres of his farm.  They 
warmed everyone up with some hot chocolate, and then the Soo 
Depot in Wilton, ND hosted for a tour and viewing of their mod-
el railroad.  The afternoon ended with a visit to John Beck’s pro-
duce farm where he showed off his scratch-built railroad in 14-
inch gauge.  Sound unfamiliar?  John was looking for a way to 
move his produce from the field to the parking area to sell and 
loved trains.  He happened upon a circle of 1- inch gauge track 
from a defunct amusement park, and realized he could use the 
curves and make his own straight track.  Since there were no 

cars or motive power, he started making his own!  He now has a 
sprawling complex covering 3 acres and ¼ scale hand made 
buildings, bridges, a tunnel and two cities.  All this is used to load 
the produce onto flat cars and gons to bring to a spur for sale. 
 The banquet was fun and the food was great.  We had a 
lot of items for the Chinese Auction and many award recipients 
from the Celebration Room and for service to the TLR (detailed 
separately).  Scott Nesbit, Convention Chair, was Emcee for the 
auction and we have crowned him auctioneer for life (to his hor-
ror and surprise)!  Neil Maldeis was presented his Master Model 
Railroader plaque, #670, by John Hotvet, MMR. 
Sunday wrapped up with the General Meeting and further lay-
out tours.  Though this was held under less than ideal circum-
stances, the attendees had a safe and fun few days. 

Matthew Lentz describes a novel method of layout and scratch 
building planning using hexagonal graph paper. 

Jay Manning presented a clinic on weathering with Pan Pastels. The Steels, ND Northern Pacific depot is beautiful and in great 
condition at the Museum. 
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Publishing Deadlines 
Publishing Date  Submission Deadline 

March 1 Edition  February 1 

July 1 Edition  June 1 

September 1 Edition August 1 

December 1 Edition November 1 

Ed Duke’s 1/12 scale outdoor railroad features an RS-3 (Left) and a Pennsy Boxcab (right).  Ed presented the Boxcab to Marci as a 
Christmas gift and she proudly operates it herself.   They use their side-drop gons to carry all their ballast around the railroad. 

Neil Maldeis, MMR, is presented his Master Model Railroader 
#670 (right) by John Hotvet, MMR, the Region  Achievement 
Chair. 

President Jay Manning presented the Stafford Swain Lifetime 
Achievement Award to Gerry Leone and the Bob Dew Sr. Service 
Award to Paul Gerry. 

Kennedy Gauger received the Presidents Award from President 
Jay Manning. 
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I enjoy model railroading and want to share my experiences with 

you!  You can see my build of kits, how-to’s, painting information 

and much more on my internet blog.  Check out http://

mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com. 

Lester Breuer, MMR 

The 2021 TLR Board of Directors, Left to Right: Jay Manning, President; Rich Holzapfel, Convention Director; Tom Gay, Treasurer; 
Kevin Dill, Public Relations; Kennedy Gauger, Contest Director; Ron Olson, Secretary.  Not Pictured– Caleb Van der Brink, Vice 
President 

http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/
http://mnrailroadcab100.blogspot.com/
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2021 Bismarck TLR Convention Celebration Room Summary 

By Kennedy Gauger, TLR Contest Director 

Photos Kevin Dill 

Overview2021 Bismarck TLR Convention Celebration Room Summary 

2021 Bismarck TLR Convention Celebration Room Summary 

 

The Thousand Lakes Region (TLR) convention Celebration Room held the 19
th
 through 23

rd
 of May in Bismarck, ND had 

good participation. Why is it called the Celebration Room? It is a celebration of the various facets of our hobby that in-
cludes Judged Contest according to the NMRA Achievement Program Judging Guidelines, Module Contest with all judg-
ing done using an NMRA score sheet and ranking system, Judged Photo Contest with judging performed according to 
NMRA Photography Contest Judging Guidelines, Arts & Crafts Contest with judging according to TLR Arts & Crafts rules 
and judging scoresheet, the Railroad Pass Contest with ranking based on four NMRA factors: esthetic appeal; balance 
and readability; color match and attractiveness and the People's Choice Awards where winners are selected by popular 
vote of convention attendees based on an overall impression. 

 

There were 49 Celebration Room entries covering a range of categories entered (Table 1). Of the 49 entries, 39 were 
eligible for People’s Choice voting. There were seven Judged Models and one Judged Module. There were 14 photo-
graphs entered. This year there was great participation with Arts & Crafts submissions numbering 12 entries. There were 
three submissions in the Railroad Pass category. 

eligibility of the entry for People's Choice voting. 
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Category 
Item 
No. Person Entering Title 

People’s 
Choice 
Entry 

Judged Models: Caboose 1 
Kevin Dill 

GN Caboose Yes 
Judged Models: Freight 

Cars 
2 Great Northern Reefer Yes 

Judged Models: Diesel 

3 

Matthew Lentz 

GP20 Midway 4544 Yes 
4 SD24 Midway 6604 Yes 
5 Ferdinand Yes 
6 Maus Yes 
7 Giant 1801 Yes 

Module: Individual 8 Richard Holzapfel Tourist Trap Yes 

Photograph: Color Model 
9 

Gordon Miller 
Rusty Hull Yes 

10 Turbo Fire Yes 

Photograph: B&W Proto-
type 

11 
Gordon Miller 

ATSF 2926 Yes 
12 Mid-70s UP Centennial Yes 
13 UP 3985 Yes 

Photograph: Color Proto-
type 

14 
Gordon Miller 

Operation Lifesaver Leaving St. James, 
MN 

Yes 

15 UP 3985 Yes 
16 UPEC Las Vegas Trip Yes 

Photograph: Working on 
the Railroad 

17 

Gordon Miller 

80” Drivers Yes 
18 Hulchler Assist Yes 
19 Polishing the Cylinder on 2926 Yes 
20 Rerailing 2926 Yes 
21 Smoke Box Yes 
22 Torqueing the Head Bolts Yes 
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Arts & Crafts: General Orig-
inal 

23 

Patti Asmus 

Cancer Heart Yes 
24 Heart – Shabby Chic Yes 

25 
Pour Painting on Canvas: “Green with 

Envy” 
Yes 

26 Pour Painting on Canvas: “Surf’s Up” Yes 
27 Veteran’s Heart Yes 

Arts & Crafts: Needlework 
Pattern – Kit 

28 
Paula Bennett 

James-Younger Cats Cross-Stitch Yes 
29 Pumpkin Table Topper Yes 

Arts & Crafts: Needlework 
Pattern 

30 
Paula Bennett 

Quilted Table Topper: “Fall Harvest” Yes 
31 Quilted Wall Hanging: “Flowers of Fall” Yes 

Arts & Crafts: Needlework 
Original 

32 Patti Asmus Sleep Sack & Hat Yes 

Arts & Crafts: Railroadiana 
Original 

33 
Matthew Lentz 

CNW Box Yes 
34 Milwaukee Box Yes 

Railroad Pass 

35 

Matthew Lentz 

Colossus One Yes 

36 
Edgely, Monango, Ellgndale, Aberdeen & 

Omaha 
Yes 

37 Midway Terminal Yes 

Favorite Train Entry for 
People’s Choice 

38 
Greg Smith 

GN Empire Builder Yes 
39 NP Main Streeter Yes 

Handmade Track Work 
(Structure) 

40 
Kevin Dill 

90˚ Crossing (Diamond) No 
41 Number 6 Crossover No 
42 Number 6 Turnout No 
43 

Tom Gay 
90˚ Crossing (Diamond) No 

44 Number 6 Crossover No 
45 Number 6 Switch No 
46 

Matthew Lentz 
Compound Yard Ladder No 

47 Curved Turnout No 

Modeler's Showcase 
48 Kennedy Gauger 

Scratch built HO scale Scale Track (Code 
83) 

No 

49 Matthew Lentz CNW 954 No 

Besides the 39 entries submitted either for Contest Room judging or for People’s Choice voting, there were eight sub-
missions that were evaluated pass/fail as handmade track work. These are classified as structures and are components 
of the Achievement Program (AP) Model Railroad Engineer – Civil category. To pass, the selected track types must ac-
complish the following: 

 

Under Construction the workmanship must be such that a “self-powered locomotive successfully traverses all 
routes.” 

Under Conformity the prototype practice must comply with NMRA track standards (S-3) using the relevant NMRA 
track gauge.  

Under Scratch building the frogs and points must be handmade. 

 

The three types of trackwork can be selected from a list of 14 possibilities.  

 

Finally, there were two Modeler’s Showcase entries. These are not ranked but placed in the Celebration Room for view-
ing by convention attendees. They also are not available for People’s Choice voting. 

 

Judged Models and Module 

 

Judged models are evaluated by the judges according to NMRA Judging Guidelines. Generally, these models are sub-
mitted by modelers seeking a Merit Award in a relevant Achievement Program (AP) category. There were two cars 
(Freight Car and Caboose) submitted. There were also five Diesel locomotives submitted. There was also a module sub-
mitted that featured the technology challenge for the People’s Choice special category. This module had numerous elec-
tronics components operating many lighting features, as well as scenery details. 

           Cont. page 7 
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Photography 

Photographs submitted covered four of the five photography subcategories as follows: 

Color Model (two entries) 

B&W Prototype (three entries) 

Color Prototype (three entries) 

Working on the Railroad (six entries) 

The only subcategory not represented was the B&W Model. 

 

Arts & Crafts 

Arts & Crafts submissions are subcategorized as to whether they are Kits (contain pattern and materials), Patterns 
(contain only the pattern; hobbyist selects the materials) and Original (pattern designed by the hobbyist and materials 
selected by the hobbyist). Arts & Crafts are subdivided into three categories as follows: 

General (any theme) 

Needlework (any theme) 

Railroadiana (railroad motif, can be General, Needlework, or other with a railroad themes) 

All five of the Arts & Crafts General Category were original designs and involved some form of painting. The Arts & 
Crafts Needlework included kits (two) and patterns (two). There was also a needlework  (knitted) original. Finally, there 
were two Arts & Crafts Railroadiana submissions, both as original designs. 

Railroad Pass 

The Railroad Pass Contest ranks entries submitted are based on the appearance of both sides of the railroad pass. Be-
cause these convey different information on each side of the pass, two railroad passes for each submission must be pro-
vided to be judged. In Bismarck, there were three separate railroad passes ranked in the Celebration Room. 

People’s Choice Entries 

All of the above entries were eligible (except as noted in Table 1) for voting by convention attendees in the People’s 
Choice contest. In addition, two trains were entered as Favorite Trains. 

Handmade Track Work 

Three people entered track work for AP Model Railroad Engineer – Civil evaluation. The submissions included: 

 

Number 6 turnouts, 

Number 6 crossovers, 

90˚ crossings, 

A curved turnout, and 

A compound yard ladder 

 

Modeler’s Showcase 

The modeler’s showcase is a “… non-competitive event for models, photos and arts & crafts. Entries may be complete or 
in process.” There were two entries in this category: 1) scratch built HO scale Code 83 Scale track and 2) a CNW 964 
model locomotive. 

 

Winners 

The winners in the major categories are presented in Table 2. In addition to 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 Place awards, Best in Show 

was given for Judged Models/Modules, Judged Photographs, and Judged Arts & Crafts.  Only 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 Place 

awards were given for Railroad Passes.  Best in Show award categories had been approved by the TLR Board of Direc-
tors during 2020. A special award, called the Jock Oliphant award, is given to the best Judged Model and represents the 
Best in Show for this type of entry. 

 

           Cont. Page 8 
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Type of En-
try NMRA Category Entrant's Name Entry Title Place 

Judged Mod-
els 

Module Rich Holzapfel Tourist Trap 
Best in Show - Judged 
Models, Jock Oliphant 

Award 

Caboose 
Kevin Dill 

GN Caboose 1st Place 

Rolling Stock Great Northern Reefer 2nd Place 

Motive Power - Die-
sel 

Matthew Lentz 

Giant 1801 1st Place 

Ferdinand 2nd Place 

Maus 3rd Place 

Judged Pho-
tograph 

Prototype:  Black & 
White Print 

Gordon Miller ATSF 2926 
Best in Show - Photog-

raphy 

Model:  Color Print Gordon Miller 
Rusty Hull 1st Place 

Turbo Fire 2nd Place 

Prototype:  Black & 
White Print 

Gordon Miller 
Mid-70s UP Centennial 1st Place 

UP 3985 - Lubricating 
Between Stops 

2nd Place 

Prototype:  Color 
Print 

Gordon Miller 

Operation Life Saver 
Leaving St. James, MN 

1st Place 

UP 3985 2nd Place 

UPEC Las Vegas Trip 3rd Place 

Working on the Rail-
road 

Gordon Miller 

80" Drivers 1st Place 

Rerailing ATSF 2926 2nd Place 

Polishing the Cylinder on 
ATSF 2926 

3rd Place 

People's 
Choice 

Caboose Kevin Dill GN Caboose 
Best in Show - Popular 

Vote 

Module/Display Richard Holzapfel Tourist Trap 1st Place 

Favorite Train Greg Smith NP Main Streeter 2nd Place 

Rolling Stock Kevin Dill Great Northern Reefer 3rd Place 

Judged Arts 
& Crafts 

Arts & Crafts:  Nee-
dlework 

Patti Asmus Sleep Sack & Hat 
Best in Show - Arts & 

Crafts 

Arts & Crafts:  Gen-
eral 

Patti Asmus 

Veteran's Heart 1st Place 

Cancer Heart 2nd Place 

Green With Envy/Surfs 
Up - Tie 

3rd Place 

Arts & Crafts:  Nee-
dlework 

Paula Bennett 

Flowers of Fall Wall 
Hanging 

1st Place 

James Gang - Cats 2nd Place 

Fall Harvest/Pumpkin 
Table Toppers - Tie 

3rd Place 

Arts & Crafts:  Rail-
roadiana 

Matthew Lentz 
CNW Box and Milwau-

kee Road Box - Tie 
1st Place 

Railroad 
Pass 

Railroad Pass Matthew Lentz 

Midway Terminal 1st Place 

Edgely, Monango, Ellen-
dale, Aberdeen, and 

Omaha 
2nd Place 

Colossus One 3rd Place 

           Cont. Page 9 
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Synopsis 

 

Plaques were awarded for all First Place and Best in Show winners. All Second and Third Place winners received certifi-
cates. Judges spent nearly all of the allotted time scoring the entrees to arrive at final rankings. There were three sets of 
judges. One set of judges evaluated and ranked the models and module, the Railroad Passes, and the handmade track 
work. A second, separate set of judges, evaluated and ranked the photographs for the various photography subcatego-
ries. Finally, yet another set of judges evaluated and ranked the Arts & Crafts entries. All of the judges had been chosen 
for their prior skills as modelers, photographers, and Arts & Crafts hobbyists.  

The People’s Choice winners were selected by Celebration Room attendees who voted on eligible submissions 
(indicated in Table 1). Voting was done by placing a ticket in a plastic cup placed next to the respective entries. Those 
voting had several tickets that they could use to vote, but no more than one ticket could be placed in the cup associated 
with an individual submission. Not all tickets given the Celebration Room attendees were placed or needed to be placed 
in cups.  The cups with tickets in them were collected and enumerated after the convention and winners are shown in 
Table 2.. People’s Choice winners were not announced during the banquet Saturday night because there was insuffi-
cient time following judging to tabulate the data and report it at the banquet. 

 

Because they were not highlighted at the banquet, they are recognized here.  The People’s Choice awardees were de-
termined by Celebration Room attendees to be: 

 

Kevin Dill – GN Caboose (Caboose): Best in Show – Judged Models 

Richard Holzapfel – Tourist Trap  (Module): 1
st
 Place  

Greg Smith - NP Main Streeter (Favorite Train): 2
nd

 Place 

Kevin Dill – Great Northern Reefer (Freight Car): 3
rd

 Place  

 

Judges 

 

Several TLR members served as judges at the convention. These were: 

Gerry Miller, Jay Manning, and Terry Anderson (Shadow Judge) served as judges for judged models/module, rail-
road passes, and handmade track work. 

Kevin Dill and Matthew Lentz served as judges for all photography entries 

Marion Manning and Amy Meader served as judges for all of the Arts & Crafts submissions. 

 

The TLR Contest Director is indebted to these individuals for their devotion to the judging process as well as their unbi-
ased evaluation of the submissions they reviewed.  
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Tourist Trap, Rich Holzapfel 
Best in Show, Model and Jock Oliphant Award, First Place 
Peoples Choice Award. 

Rusty Hull, Gordon Miller 
First Place, Model - Color  Print 

Giant 1801, Matthew Lentz 
First Place, Motive Power-Diesel 

Great Northern Caboose, Kevin Dill 
1st Place Model, Best in Show Peoples Choice Award 

ATSF 2926, Gordon Miller 
Best in Show, Photograph 

Mid-70’s UP Centennial, Gordon Miller 
First Place, Prototype– Black and White Print 
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Operation Lifesaver Leaving St. James, MN, Gordon Miller 
First Place, Prototype - Color  Print 

80 Inch Drivers, Gordon Miller 
First Place, Working on the Railroad– Black and White Print 

Sleep Sack and Hat, Patti Asmus 
Best in Show, Arts and Crafts 

Veteran’s Heart, Patti Asmus 
First Place, Arts and Crafts– General 

Flowers of Fall Wall Hanging, Paula Bennet 
1st Place, Arts and Crafts: Needlework 
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43rd Annual 

Spud Valley Hobby Show 

 

(under 12 free with paid 

adult) 

Delta by Marriott 

Crystal Ballroom  

1635 42nd St. S., Far-

go, ND 

 Large and small  

       operating model  

       Railroads 

 Vendors selling farm toys, 

plastic models, model rail-

road items, die cast vehi-

cles, old toys, railroad col-

lectibles and more 

 The Lionel/American Flyer 

Parts Guy 

 Door prizes 

 Valley RC Flyers display 

their planes 

Sunday, October 17, 2020 

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Call Don—701-234-9351 or email spudvalley@hotmail.com 

CNW and Milwaukee Road Wooden Boxes, Matthew Lentz 
First Place (tie), Arts and Crafts– Railroadiana 

Midway Terminal Railroad Pass, Matthew Lentz 
First Place , Arts and Crafts– Rail Pass 
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By Jared Seliger 

 In May 2021, Athearn released a locomotive 
which they have never previously released in their 
Genesis product lineup, a General Motors (GM) Elec-
tro Motive Division (EMD) GP18 in H.O. scale.  This 
article will review the new locomotive and describe 
how the features of this model compare to the proto-
type.     

 The prototype GP18 was first introduced in 
1959 and 390 units were built for North American 
railroads before production was discontinued in 1963.  
This model was an evolution of EMD’s extremely 
successful GP9 model, which had a total production of 
3,436 units.  While the GP18 was considered by many 
to be relatively unsuccessful based on production 
numbers compared to the GP7/GP9s, it will be re-
membered as the last production of a “first genera-
tion” diesel locomotive manufactured by EMD.  Out-
wardly, the GP18 was visually very similar to a late 
model GP9.  The main spotting differences are the 
placement of two roof fans as opposed to four on the 
early model GP91.  Spotting differences with late 
model GP9s is particularly challenging because any 
GP9s produced after October 1957 featured a single 
48” diameter fans on each end of the long hood re-
placing the dual 36” fans, respectively.  Additionally, 
the GP18s featured barred grilles on each side of the 
long hood as compared to the chicken wire grilles of 
earlier “geeps.”   

 The GP18s were produced in both a high hood 
and chopped nose versions.  Just over one-half (201 
units) were produced with a high short hood1.  While 
all of the Athearn GP18s produced for this production 
run were high hood units, another spotting feature of 
chop nose GP 18s is a single windshield running the 
entire width of the short hood.  The GP18 also was 
produced with or without dynamic brakes.  The spot-
ting feature for models with dynamic brakes is the 
bulging appearance approximately at the top, center of 
the long hood.   

 The GP18 designation was a first for EMD 
where the model number was given to indicate the 
horsepower rating of the locomotive.  The GP18s were 
powered by EMD’s workhorse 567D1 engine, produc-
ing approximately 1,800 horsepower, thus the “18” 
designation1.  The horsepower rating was slightly 
higher than the GP9 model which was rated at approx-
imately 1,750 horsepower using a 567C engine and 
the GP18 had 300 more horsepower than the 1,500 
horsepower GP7 model powered by a 567B plant.  
The GP18s featured Blomberg type B trucks (two ax-

els per truck) and GM model D47 traction motors 
which could produce 45,000 pounds of continuous 
traction effort2.  

 I model Illinois Central/Illinois Central Gulf 
on my model railroad, so the focus of this article is on 
the Illinois Central GP18s.  The Illinois Central rail-
road purchased a total of 29 GP18s and were assigned 
road numbers from 9,400 through 9,428 with the date 
of production occurring either in 1960 or 1963.  The 
orders included both high hood and chop nose varia-
tions of the GP18s.  The GP18s were very heavily uti-
lized by the Illinois Central (and later the ICG after 
the merger with the Gulf Mobile & Ohio) until the 
1980s.  Of the original roster of 29 GP18s, 14 of these 
models were sold to the Chicago, Central and Pacific 
(CCP) railroad when the CCP purchased the former 
“Iowa Division” of the IC/ICG which ran from Coun-
cil Bluff, Iowa to Chicago, Illinois3.  The remaining 15 
units were either sold off to other railroads or retired 
and/or scrapped. 

 The Athearn H.O. scale GP18 is available as a 
DC version which is DCC-ready with a 21 pin NEM 
plug or a DCC, sound-equipped version with a factory 
installed Soundtraxx Tsunami 2 decoder.  The manu-
facturer’s suggested retail price (MSRP) for the DC 
version is $209.98 with the DCC/sound version price 
of $299.98.  Athearn is offering the GP18 in the fol-
lowing road names:  Baltimore & Ohio; Burlington 
Northern; Illinois Central; Nickel Plate Road; Norfolk 
& Western; and Northern Pacific.  

The model is packaged in Athearn’s standard 
Genesis dark blue box which is carefully packaged in 
Styrofoam and encased in a clamshell plastic cradle 
(Image 1).  The three models I purchased were all 

Image 1– Athearn’s GP-18 out of the box.  Note the warnings 
about the delicate details. 

Product Review:  Athearn Genesis GP18 
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DCC/sound equipped and arrived in excellent condition with an 
initial visual inspection not revealing any significant missing or 
broken parts.  One model did have a rear wind deflector on the 
brakeman side which was askew but a quick fix with some mod-
eling glue straightened it out.  Each model was carefully 
checked with National Model Railroad Association (NMRA) 
gauges which verified the trucks and NMRA standards.  Even 
though the NMRA does not have a specific standard for weight, 
the locomotive weighs 329 grams.  

The paint and details of the locomotive is exceptional.  
The IC adopted a simple paint scheme on their first-generation 
diesels which featured a primary matte black color accentuated 
with a white trimmed frame sill and a small white pinstripe that 
encircles both the long and short hood approximately at the level 
of the cab windows.  The locomotive road number is found on 
either side of the long hood and is a crisp white color which is 
easy to read on the contrast with the black base coat.  These lo-
comotives also feature IC’s iconic “green diamond” herald with 
the words “Illinois Central” featured prominently in the center 
(Image 2). 

Athearn is no stranger to producing first-generation 
EMD diesels in their Genesis line.  Several road names and 
numbers have been offered over the past decade for GP7 and 
GP9 models.  In 2012, Athearn produced a Phase II GP9 in the 
original Illinois Central black with the green diamond paint.  I 
have one IC GP9 from the 2012 production run that is shown in 
comparison with a GP18 (Image 3, GP18 top; GP9 bottom).  The 
main spotting difference in these two locomotive models is the 

fan arrangement on the long hood (Image 4, GP18 top; GP9 bot-
tom).  Another variation is the GP9 features spark arrestors over 
the exhaust while the GP18 exhausts being unencumbered.  The 
remainder of the features on these locomotives is remarkably 
similar with a couple other exceptions.  The GP18 features dual 
louvers on the battery box and the placement of the fuel filling 
cap near the front of the tank compared to a single set of battery 
box louvers and a more rear placement of the fuel cap on the 
GP9.  Image 5 (next page)  shows the battery box louvers with a 
single arrow (GP18 top; GP9 bottom) and the fuel filler with dou-
ble arrows.   

After the visual inspection of the models were complete, 
a sound check and test run were conducted.  I tested the locomo-
tives “out-of-the-box” with no CV adjustment of the decoder.  
The default address for each locomotive was “03.”  When track 
power was applied, the locomotive being tested immediately ini-

tiated a startup sequence.  Several locomotives on my layout uti-
lize an EMD 567 prime mover as represented by multiple decod-
ers (ESU and Soundtraxx).  The sound is prototypically correct 
for a normally aspirated 16 cylinder 567.  Spontaneous air releas-
es occur while the locomotive idles.  As has been my experience 
with Athearn sound-equipped models, the default volume level is 
exceptionally loud, especially for my 12’ x 14’ train room.   

  The headlights illuminate when function zero is acti-
vated.  The LED headlights are directionally controlled by the 
DCC throttle and are very white and bright in appearance.  The 
headlights do dim when function seven is activated.  The EMD 
steel bell begins chiming when function one is activated and the 
prototypically correct Nathan P3 horn wails by initiating function 
two.  A short horn chirp is assigned to function three with func-
tions four being reserved for models with dynamic brakes.  Func-
tions five and six are reserved for locomotives with additional 
lighting functions like ditch lights.  Function eight mutes the 

Image 3- The EMD GP18 is on top, the GP9 is bottom.  Note the 
stack differences. 

Image 2– The Illinois Central herald is the “green diamond” 
version. 

Image 4- The EMD GP18 is  top, the GP9 is bottom.  Note the fan 
differences. 
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sound and function nine activates the alternate mixer which re-
duces the locomotive volume by half.  Function ten is the Tsuna-
mi 2 straight-to-eight feature where the prime mover sound goes 
to notch eight.  Other sound features include a coupler crash, ran-
dom radio chatter, air compressor, and an independent brake 
function.  A full demonstration of the sound features of the GP18 
can be found on my YouTube page (search for CK7813).  

After the sound check was complete, a few clicks of the 
hand throttle initiated the locomotive’s movement.  The prime 
mover’s RPMs increased from idle accordingly with the speed 
steps on the throttle.  The default setting on the Tsunami 2 decod-
er is the throttle notches up every seven speed steps.  The 
Athearn Genesis motor initiates a very smooth movement with no 
abrupt jerking or erratic behavior.  The range of speed was tested 
running the locomotive at a low number of speed steps all the 
way through 35 speed steps.  No issues were noted and the loco-
motive continued its smooth operation. 

With all of the sounds muted, the motor is extremely 
quiet and provides essentially noise-free operation.  The test loco-
motive was then connected to approximately 10 freight cars.  The 
locomotive had no issues pulling this number of cars (note:  I do 
not have the capabilities to conduct a “pull” test for locomotives 
and my layout is essentially flat so it is very difficult to determine 
the maximum number of cars this locomotive can pull). 

After testing all three locomotives individually, the CVs 
were modified for my preferences, including increasing the accel-
eration and coasting, as well as setting the brake levels.  In addi-
tion to those CV changes, all three locomotives were pro-
grammed utilizing Soundtraxx’s advanced consisting option.  All 
three locomotives were run in a consist to replicate prototypical 
operations.   

The Athearn Genesis GP18 has very realistic sound and 
operates very smoothly.  The only critique of this locomotive is it 
lacks some features that are standard on other manufacturer’s 

locomotives.  The lighting features on the current Athearn Gene-
sis products do not come equipped with lighted number boards, 
ground lights, nor operating classification lights.  Athearn has 
committed to upgrading to these features on their “Genesis 2.0” 
offerings, but they are not yet available on their standard Genesis 
releases.  Another minor limitation is that the GP18s are only 
offered in the high-hood version.  With approximately half of the 
prototype production being available with a chopped nose, hope-
fully Athearn will include this version in future offerings.     

Overall, I am impressed with the new Athearn Genesis GP18.  
The sound and performance are among the best in the industry 
and the prototypical details on the GP18 is extraordinary.  The 
Athearn Genesis GP18 model is highly recommended and would 
be a great addition to any model railroad, specifically for model-
ers who are modeling the late 1950s all the way through to the 
1990s!   

 

 

 

 

1.  Wilson, Jeff (2017).  Guide to North American Diesel Lo-
comotive.  Kalmbach Publishing, Waukesha, Wisconsin.  

2.  Burns, Adam (2017).  EMD GP18 Locomotives.  https://
www.american-rails.com/28357.html. 

3.  Parker, Thomas (2012). Illinois Central All Time Diesel 
Locomotive Roster. http://illinois-central.net/alltimeroster.php 

Image 5– GP18 (top) and GP9 (bottom) battery box vents are 
different (single blue arrows) and the fuel filler caps are in 
different locations (double blue arrows). 
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Rich Holzapfel 
 

I have found that using fiber optics for animated effects on your layout can bring your layout to life!  One of the easiest 
ways I have found is by inserting fireflies into your rural outdoor scenes. 

I start the process by first cutting a short piece of the 3/32 
shrink tube I use about a 2 1/2 inch piece but you can use 
whatever works best for you. Now you put a little glue on your 
3mm led and insert it into the tube, I use shoe goo or E-
6000 glue they are flexible and you can remove it later to make 
changes. Insert the led into the tube so that the light is 
completely inside the tube.  

Constructing Fiber-Optic Fireflies 

The supplies you will need to make your very own fireflies is 
very simple and fairly inexpensive.  You will need the smallest 
fiber optic optic you can find, 0.50 mm is usually the smallest 
you can get, 0.75 is more common works.  You will need some 
3/32 shrink tubing, electrical tape works but it's much harder to 
use. You will need a heat source- use a small torch type lighter. 
Just be careful to not burn the shrink tube. A heat gun works 
fine, but it's bulkier and slower.  For the technical parts, I get my 
slow flash warm white 3mm led's from Evan Designs.  I believe 
the last ones I got were $6 or $7.  You will also need layout wire 
to reach your power source.  Small hand tools as you need 
them, and of course a sharp knife and wire stripper. 

The first thing you need to do is file the led bulb flat on the 
top, the flat spot emits the light more evenly and brighter, it just 
has to be flat across the top and don't go so deep that you get to 
the metal parts. 

Now you can cut several fibers of a good length, I usually do 6 to 
8 inches so you can spread your light around. You'll see what I 
mean soon.   Now I put a little of the glue on each fiber as I 
insert it into the tube, you can use as many fibers as you can fit 
into the tube, I usually use 6 or 7 per light, that way you can 
spread your fireflies out into several trees or bushes.   
     Cont. page 18 



18 

Division Grant Guidelines 
 

Gerry Miller 

 
Any Division may submit in writing to the TLR Board a request for funds to be used exclusively for promotion or member 
solicitation up to the sum of $500.  In addition, the TLR will give the Division a matching grant of up to $1500.  In this case, 
the Division must put up an equal sum of money from its own funds.  So, for example, if the Division requests a matching 
grant for $1,000 from the TLR, it must also put $1,000 into the grant.   
  
 The Division must then prove with receipts and other tangible evidence (e.g. printed pieces, photographs) that it’s spent the 
grant money for the purpose outlined in its initial request.   
  
 Money given to divisions is not meant to cover normal operating expenses 
 such as meeting room rent or replacing broken equipment. But if a 
Division wants to promote itself and the NMRA with flyers, posters, or 
handouts, or even has more aggressive plans (for example, a series of 
traveling clinics, or renting space at swap meets), the Division should put 
its plans in writing and include an estimated cost. Send your plan to a 
Board member—electronically or on paper, using the addresses in THE FUSEE. The board will consider each plan individual-
ly. If approved, the Division will receive funding if the project is determined to be worthwhile. 
 
Changes or addendums to the guidelines were that division members must abstain from voting on grants for their own divi-
sion and there must be at least a one year wait period between successful grant requests from a division. The amendment 
was also made that a division had to finish the project that the grant was for before applying for the next grant. As well, all 
grant funded projects should be finished within one year of a successful application with longer terms being considered on a 
case-by-case basis. 

After you have inserted the fibers into the tube make sure that 
they are all tight up against the light, now you can shrink your 
tube.  And there you have it you just made fireflies,now you just have 

to place them. I normally do at least 3 lights at a time that way 
you have 18 to 20 fireflies to work with, just remember that all 
the fireflies from one light will all flash at the same time. So I 
put some fibers from each light into each area and it looks 
much more realistic.  You can make the same effect with a 
campfire, but that will be for a later date. 

Fireflies cont. from page 17 
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Thousand Lake Region NMRA 

Annual General Membership Meeting Minutes 

                                May 23, 2021 

Call to order and introductions, President Jay Manning called the meeting to order at 8:04 am.  20 members present.   Officers 
present were President Manning, Secretary Art Suel, Treasurer Tom Gay, Convention Director Scott Nesbitt, Contest Director Ken-
nedy Gauger and Public Relations Director Kevin Dill.  Absent was Vice President Caleb Van der Brink. 

Approval of minutes - May 19, 2019, minutes. Suel asked if there were any corrections for the Annual General Membership 
meeting held in La Crosse Wisconsin.  Duane Durre moved to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Terry Anderson.  Motion 
passed on a voice vote.  

Treasurer’s report:  Treasurer Gay reported on the fund balances.  Any member can request a copy of his report at his contact in-
formation in the Fusee.  Nesbitt moved to accept, second by Durre.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 

At this time, the membership heard reports from the Board Members.  

Vice President: Caleb Van der Brink – no report 

Contest Director: Kennedy Gauger- Celebration room had a great response and many outstanding entries.   He will keep up the 
effort in encouraging model entries for the future. 

Public Relations: Dill report stated that he is developing the Fusee as a communication tool.  Ads for individual model railroads 
are free. Approximately 80 members have incorrect emails listed on the membership report that results in the Fusee not reaching 
those members. 

Convention Director: Scott Nesbit reported on the following. 

2021 Bismarck Convention was an excellent convention put on by the Fargo members. 

2022 Brainard Convention Suel reported that this convention is progressing now that the COVID restrictions are relaxing and disap-
pearing. 

2023 Convention Nesbitt reported that two individuals have approached him on the idea of 2023 in Mpls and 2024 in Duluth.  
There is interest for 2025 by the Sioux Falls membership. 

National Officer reports, no national officers were present hence this was skipped. 

Old Business -Historian gave an update on the archives.  Activity has resulted in the archives being stored in archival storage con-
tainers and are being logged as to what the regional has.     

New business – Jay Manning announced that hence forth the best of show photo will be given the Wes Garcia Memorial Photog-
raphy Award. 

Election of Board members: Gerry Miller explained that the whole board is up for election this year. Suel, Nesbitt and Gay are term 
limited.  Rich Holzapel has volunteered to be the new convention director.  Ron Olson stepped forward to run for Secretary.   

Manning, Dill, Guager, Holzapel and Olsen were nominated. With no opposition these five gentlemen were elected.  All except 
Manning received 2-year terms.  Manning gets a one-year term. Manning appointed Van der Brink and Gay to the Board for one-
year terms.  Rational for Gay appointment was that the region needs a treasurer and no one came forward so Gay will continue to 
serve.  Dill moved to designate Manning as President, Van Der Brink as Vice President, Gay as Treasurer, Olsen as secretary, Hol-
zapel as Convention Director, Guager as contest director and Dill as Public relations director.  Motion passed. 

Adjournment Holzapel moved to adjourn and was second by Miller.  Motion passed.   AGM adjourned at 9:03 am 

Respectfully submitted. 

 

Arthur C. Suel 

TLR Secretary 
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Minutes of the 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Thousand Lake Region, NMRA 
May 21, 2021 9:00PM 

Bismarck North Dakota 
 

1:  Call to Order – President Jay Manning called the meeting to 
order at 8:30 pm 
2:  Roll Call - Secretary Art Suel conducted the roll call. Present 
were President Manning, Secretary Suel. Treasurer Tom Gay, 
Contest Director Kennedy Gauger, Public Relations Director Kev-
in Dill and Convention Director Scott Nesbit.  Superintendents 
present were Matt Lentz, SRRV, Gerry Miller Southeastern, Scott 
Nesbitt DSED and Suel TCD. 
3: Approval of Minutes –  
      A:  BOD February 9, 2021, there being no corrections to the 
minutes as written, Miller moved to accept and was seconded by 
Gauger.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 
4: Treasurer’s Report – Tom Gay reported that the region financ-
es are healthy.  If a member would like to see a copy of the fi-
nance report, contact Tom Gay from the contact information listed 
in the Fusee.  Miller moved to accept the report and was second-
ed by Gauger.  Motion passed on a voice vote.  As a side com-
ment, Gay reported that the convention donated $300.00 to the 
North Dakota railroad Museum for hosting the convention Thurs-
day night. 
5: Convention Director’s Report – Scott Nesbit reported on the 
following. 
      A:  2021 Bismarck ND has been a great convention and peo-
ple are enjoying seeing people from around the region. 
      B:  2022 Brainard MN convention report was given by Art 
Suel.  The hotel is Arrowwood Lodge in Brainard, has a water 
park attached to it.  There will be clinics etc. Working on tours 
during this summer to finalize as places start to open as COVID 
wans. 
 Nesbit also reported that there is interest in Minneapolis for 2023 
and Duluth the following year.  Sioux Falls is pondering hosting in 
2025. 
6: Contest Director’s Report – Kennedy Gauger was happy with 
the response for the Celebration Room.  Will need to get photo 
easels to Brainard convention.  Lentz commented that the SRRV 
set up their achievement Program clinics as a classroom type 
session.  He said Gauger did a great job constructing the easels 
for the Celebration Room. 
7: Public Relation’s Director Report – Dill said that more clubs 
are sending in information for the Fusee.  Ads for members Model 
Railroads are free.  The deadline for the next fusee is June 10th.      
8: Division Superintendent Reports 
     A: Dakota Southeastern – Scott Nesbit that attendance at the 
Sioux Falls Train Show in March set a record.  There is a waiting 
list for vendors.  The division is having a successful year in publi-
cizing the Hobby of Model Railroading in the Sioux Falls area.  
Events have been requesting the DSED modular model railroad 
and T Trak modules at their events. 
     B: Prairie Lakes – no report 
     C: Southeastern – Gerry Miller the membership is just starting 
to meet again.  Working on their modules and this fall will once 
again begin the round robin work sessions. 
     D: South Red River Valley – Matt Lentz stated that most 
members are active.  The SPUD Valley Club train show is sched-
uled for October 17, 2021. 
     E: No 1 Northern – no report 
     F: Minnesota River Valley – no report 
     G: Twin Cities – Art Suel reported that after low turnout at the 
October meeting the division pivoted to online meetings.  Average 
52 attendees per meeting.  May was in person where the division 
helped the Minnesota Transportation Museum in St Paul kick off 
their year.  One member brought his 3D printer and explained 
how it works.  Elections were held at the end of the afternoon with 
all officers reelected.  The division also has next year schedule of 
events completed that will start in September. 
9:  NMRA Canadian Director Report - no report 

10: committee chair reports 
      A:  AP - Suel read Hotvet’s report. Six modelers have earned 
8 achievement certificates including Neil Maldeis receiving his 
Master Model Railroader.  One Golden Spike was also earned. 
      B: Membership – Suel reported that the membership has 
stayed relatively stable, just down 3 members overall with 25 new 
members. 
      C:  Social Medium – no report 
      D: Historian – Lentz reported that the material is in 4 archival 
boxes at this time. 
      E:  Webmaster – no report 
11:  Old Business While there was no old business listed on the 
agenda, the following was mentioned. Dill is working on Multime-
dia Platforms and will report back later.  Miller said that the com-
mittee working on the Handbook needs to finish their work. 
  
12: New Business 
      A: Grants- No requests 
     B: reauthorize historian to purchase additional archive 
boxes and bags- Lentz explained he needed additional Archival 
Supplies to finish the archives.  Dill moved to approve the amount 
off 250.00 as an annual budget expenditure for the Historian.  
Second by Miller.  Motion passed on a voice vote. 
     C.    establishment of an appreciation award given to indi-
viduals or 
         companies that have supported the regions and divi-
sions –   Lentz explained this request. After discussion, it was 
decided that the convention committee can send letters of appre-
ciation. 
      D. establishment of an appreciation award for members 
who do things that 
          count as AP volunteer to make it easier for AP record 
keeping - Lentz explained his idea but the board decided it was a 
Divisional Function or responsibility. 
       D. Elections- Gerry Miller explained that all the officers’ 
terms are expiring with three officers term limited.  Suel, Nesbit 
and Gay are the three. One individual has come forward to be 
Convention Director but as of Friday night, still looking for two 
more.  The Board discussed those certain positions, like Treasur-
er or Secretary might need to be given more leeway in service 
time. This will be addressed in the Handbook changes. 
13:  Other Business/Comments- Miller commented that could 
we do are board meetings during the year by Zoom instead of 
conference call. 
Manning brought up Wes Garcia’s medical condition and all he 
contributed to the region especially in photo judging.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to name the Best in Show Photo to the 
Wes Garcia Memorial Best in Show Photo.  Dill asked that the 
large plaque with the yearly winners be kept by the region for dis-
play at the annual convention and each year winners receive a 
plaque for the year. 
14:  Adjournment- Miller moved and was seconded by Dill to 
adjourned.  Motion passed on a voice vote.  Meeting adjourned at 
10:33 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
Arthur C Suel 
TLR Secretary 
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A: Dakota Southeastern – Scott Nesbit that attendance at the 
Sioux Falls Train Show in March set a record.  There is a waiting 
list for vendors.  The division is having a successful year in publi-
cizing the Hobby of Model Railroading in the Sioux Falls area.  
Events have been requesting the DSED modular model railroad 
and T Trak modules at their events. 
B: Prairie Lakes – no report 
C: Southeastern – Gerry Miller the membership is just starting to 
meet again.  Working on their modules and this fall will once 
again begin the round robin work sessions. 
D: South Red River Valley – Matt Lentz stated that most mem-
bers are active.  The SPUD Valley Club train show is scheduled 
for October 17, 2021. 
E: No 1 Northern – no report 
F: Minnesota River Valley – no report 
G: Twin Cities – Art Suel reported that after low turnout at the 
October meeting the division pivoted to online meetings.  Aver-
age 52 attendees per meeting.  May was in person where the 
division helped the Minnesota Transportation Museum in St Paul 
kick off their year.  One member brought his 3D printer and ex-
plained how it works.  Elections were held at the end of the after-
noon with all officers reelected.  The division also has next year 
schedule of events completed that will start in September. 

Region Round-up 

Region Roundup—model railroad-related events  in and around  the TLR  

July 24  Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum Hobby Show and Sale 

  9am-3pm, Mn State Fairgrounds Education Building 

July 27          31st Annual Rail Fair– CANCELLED 

            Copeland Park, La Crosse, WI 

August 14 Newport Train Club Train Show 

  Woodbury High School, 9 am - 2 pm, 2665 Woodlane Drive, Woodbury, MN 

Sept 18  Twin Cities Model Railroad Museum Hobby Show and Sale 

  9am-3pm, Mn State Fairgrounds Education Building 

Oct 17          Spud Valley Hobby Show 

            Delta by Marriott, Fargo ND 

Oct 23  Newport Train Club Train Show 

  Woodbury High School, 9 am - 2 pm, 2665 Woodlane Drive, Woodbury, MN 

Oct 27          7th Annual Model Railroad Show 

           Hwy 3 West, Hampton IA 
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Great Northern  

O Scale 
Kevin Dill 

3920 15th St S 

Fargo, ND 58104 

701-298-0132 

Model Railroad Advertising 

Advertise your railroad here!  Send  me a photo, business card or whatever contact info you want to provide.  This a service for 

the TLR and there is no charge for the ad. 
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Fusee Advertising 

Commercial advertising from hobby 

shops, manufacturers, and businesses 

associated with  model railroading in-

terests are accepted.   All ads can be 

run in a single issue at 35% of the annu-

al rate. 

Railroad ads are for individual lay-

outs, model railroad clubs, or oth-

er non-commercial groups and 

are FREE. 

The FUSEE is a quarterly publication of the TLR and 

emailed to all subscribers.   

Permission is granted to reproduce any portion of The 

FUSEE  in any  non-profit publications if credit is given to 

both the author and the THOUSAND LAKES REGION 

FUSEE, and a copy is sent to the editor. 

ARTICLES: All contributions except advertising are con-

sidered donations.  Authors retain all rights to their articles 

and photos and may submit their material for publication 

elsewhere.  Submission, including photos, can be made by 

floppy disk, email, CD-ROM, DVD, or hard copy.  Hand-

written or typed manuscripts are fine, too.  (Photo prints 

will be returned.)  Send materials or questions  to:  

Dillkev@aol.com. Put “FUSEE” in the subject line, or mail 

to Kevin Dill, 3920 15th St S, Fargo, ND 58104. 
 

 

Bring a friend 

To your next 

Club meeting! 

Advertising should be mailed to THE FUSEE editor as cam-

era-ready artwork or electronic files (jpeg, tiff, gif, or EPS 

with outlined fonts).   

Enclose payment in U.S. funds, international money order, 

or by check drawn on U.S. banks.  Checks should be made 

out to TLR.  Contact the editor if you have questions. 

       The  Thousand  Lakes  Region  of  the NMRA 
Board of Directors 
 

President  
Jay Manning 

7100 West Stoney Creek St 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106  

804-712-8056 

Chessie@manningperry.com 

 

Vice President 

Caleb Van Der Brink   

1226 8th Ave NE 

Sioux Center, IA 51250 

712-578-1029 

calebvanderbrink@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary  

Ron Olsen  

8245 Henslowe Ave. S. 

Cottage Grove, MN 55016 

651-768-7181 

rono@ieee.org 

 

Treasurer  

Tom Gay  

2015 Rose Creek Dr  

Fargo, ND 58104 

701-219-0300 

tomandkath@hotmail.com 

 

Convention Director  

Rich Holzapfel 

24675 48th Ave 

Sherman, SD 57030 

605-610-6732 

Hozerfarmer1@gmail.com 

 

Public Relations 

Kevin Dill  

3920 15th St S 

Fargo, ND 58104 

701-298-0132 

Dillkev@aol.com 

 

Contest Director 
Kennedy Gauger 

4500 South Lewis Ave. 
Sioux Falls SD 57103 
210-573-1294 

wkgauger@gmail.com 

  

Department Chairs   

 
Membership  

Art Suel  

14500 Alabama Ave          

Savage, MN 55378      

952-440-6409            

acsuel@integra.net                     

 

Achievement Program       

John Hotvet MMR 

5100 Nicollet Ave. S.   

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

612-822-5788 

johntrain@aol.com  

 

Historian    

MK Lentz 

2825 Elm St N 

Fargo, ND 58102 

701-298-8408 

mkl@janushd.com 

Webmaster 

Caleb Van Der Brink   

1226 8th avenue NE 

Sioux Center, IA 51250 

712-578-1029 

calebvanderbrink@yahoo.com 

 

Fusee Editor 

Kevin Dill  

3920 15th St S 

Fargo, ND 58104 

701-298-0132 

Dillkev@aol.com 

 

Social Media  

Thomas Gasior, MMR 

763-291-0708 

tgasior@hotmail.com  

Division Supers 
 

Dakota Southeastern 

Scott Nesbit 
5415 W. Dardenella Rd 

#107     

Sioux Falls, SD 57106                 

605-360-0185           

drthud@msn.com                      

 

Minnesota River Valley 

John Givan 

1401 N. 5th St. 

Montevideo, MN 56265 

jpgldg@hotmail.com 

 

No. 1 Northern 

Ian H. Plett 

337 Regent Ave W 

Winnipeg, MB R2C 1R5 

ianplett@gmail.com 

 

Prairie Lakes 

Jay Davis 

207 Ocheyedan St. 

Everly,  IA 51338 

712 834-2073 

jdandice22c@hotmail.com          

 

South Red River Valley 

MK Lentz 

2825 Elm St N 

Fargo, ND 58102 

701-298-8408 

mkl@janushd.com 

 

Southeastern  

Gerry Miller 

1040 HawkeyeDr 

Dubuque, IA  52001 

563-557-9646 

millerg20@gmail.com 

 

Twin Cities 

Art Suel  

14500 Alabama Ave          

Savage, MN 55378      

952-440-6409            

acsuel@integra.nat                     

Ad size (HxW)  

 

 

Full pg   9 5/8 x 7 1/8” 

1/2 pg 4 3/4 x 7 1/8” 

1/4 pg 4 3/4 x 3 1/2” 

1/6 pg 4 3/4 x 2 1/4” 

1/8 pg 3 3/4 x 2 1/4” 

1/12 pg 2 3/8 x 2 1/4” 

1/16 pg 1 1/8 x 3 1/2” 

Annual  

Business 

Rate 

$145.00 

$90.00 

$45.00 

$35.00 

$25.00 

$18.50 

$15.00 

One-Time 

Business  

Rate 

$50.75 

$31.50 

$15.75 

$12.25 

$8.75 

$6.50 

$5.25 

Annual  

Railroad Ad 

Rate 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

Free 

Free 

Free 
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