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by TLR President Bruce SelbView from the cab

A FEW MORE WORDS... by Editor Gerry Leone, MMR

One heckuva convention...guaranteed.

I
’ve been excited aboutTLR conventions before,but I have to admit,
this year I ’m extra pumped up. Maybe it’s because I, along with the
rest of the TLR Board, had a hand in making some of it happen. I

know what’s being planned, I know how excited the Duluth Depot is to
be hosting us, and I’m already looking forward to next May. Too bad the
Minnesota winter is going to make that wait seem like a “24-inches on
the ground” eternity.

But don’t take my word for it. Take a read through the convention arti-
cle on page 8 and see if you don’t agree -- one heckuva convention. If
your heart isn’t throbbing by the end of that article, visit www.thousand-
lakesregion.org and take a look at the 3-minute convention preview
video. If it doesn’t make your hair stand on-end,we haven’t done our job.

The convention is one reason why this FUSEE is a few weeks late. I
thought it was more important to have a lot of the details nailed down
and be able to report them to you, rather than have an on-time FUSEE

with only sketchy info.

Twin Ports Express, aptly named by Contest Director Jim Bernier, all
started last May,when TLR President Bruce Selb made some initial con-
tacts with the Depot Square folks in Duluth. After getting a pretty good
handle on what was do-able,practical, and affordable, Bruce turned the
reins over to Convention Director Chris Dancy. Chris is a new face in
the TLR, having just moved into the Region last year. But he has a lot of
convention experience with his previous Region (Mid-Continent), and
picked up the ball and ran with it. In fact, at times the rest of the Board
had to sprint to keep up with him.

Chris,Treasurer/webmaster Dave Hamilton and I made the trek up to
Duluth to meet with Ken Buehler, the Executive Director of the Duluth
Depot, in late November. There we firmed-up details and lined up all
the ducks. It was at that meeting that the reality struck me: this really
is going to be a convention to write home about.

D
o you remember the movie “Amadeus”? In it, Mozart asks the
king what he thought of his new opera. The king’s reply was,
“There are too many notes.” Wolfgang responded, “Exactly

which ones would you like me to cut out?” It’s the same with this con-
vention. We’ve got stuff to do, more stuff to do, and still more stuff to
do. And the Board debated whether we should build more free time
into the schedule. Until, that is, someone aptly asked,“Exactly what
stuff should we cut out?”

Touche. So we left it all in. If you feel you need more free time, maybe
plan on spending an extra day in Duluth. Heck, the Museum at the
Depot is worth a half day’s exploration right off the bat!

O
ne more thing: a big thanks goes out to Johnny Dancy, Chris
Dancy’s wife, who graciously “volunteered” to handle the non-
rail event planning. She’s immersed herself in all that is Duluth,

and has some pretty neat things scheduled.

Take a gander at the convention preview video, then keep your eyes on
the TLR website for info updates and, very soon, the sign-up forms and
price list. The forms will also be in the next FUSEE.

Where do all them FUSEES go? One of the really, really “fun” jobs I
have as editor is to stick the mailing labels on to these newsletters
before they get mailed. Whoo-eee! Last time I actually paid attention
to some of the addresses, and was surprised to find that FUSEES are
going to subscribers all over the place... from Wayne, New Jersey, to
Wayne, Nebraska. From Murrieta, California, to Frostproof, Florida.
(Just love that name!) And all sorts of cities in between.

So a big “hi” to all of you out-of-Region subscribers. We appreciate
your desire to keep up with what’s going on in the Region!

Oh, and why not plan a vacation to Duluth this summer? I hear it’s a
lot of fun...

Once again, thanks
to everyone out there
who dropped me a
note about my article
and layout in Great
Model Railroads 2008.
I really do appreciate
it! And if you haven’t
seen this year’s issue
yet (it’s pretty good,
but then, I ’m biased),
it’l l be on sale at
hobby shops until the
end of January!

THANKS!
Contributors to this issue

(in orde r of the last letter
in their last name):

Paul Ullrich, Ron Einarson,
Jay Davis, Terry Davis,

John Hotvet, MMR

Next issue’s deadline:
February 10, 2008

With the coming of the holiday season, have you thought about intro-
ducing someone to the hobby?

Why not volunteer to take an older or younger person to your local
hobby shop, train show, an operating layout at a local club or a tour on
the internet of train sites and virtual tours during the Holiday season?
Show them the various aspects of the hobby. The only thing that’s
required is your time.

P
erhaps you can suggest a train set up under the tree. Help them
set up the trains and let them run them. Don’t stress prototypi-
cal operation or all the details needed in a typical home layout.

Just run the trains.

As interest wanes in running the train in a circle, discuss the ways rail-

roads operate real trains, invite them to watch you operate your trains
or assist you in building your layout, or if you’re a club member, take
them to the club on the operating and construction night.

Another idea is to get a group of friends together to set up an operat-
ing train layout during the holiday season at a Senior center, assisted liv-
ing center or nursing home.Not only will this excite the residents, but
it will expose the hobby to a large number of individuals during the hol-
iday season.

These are just a few thoughts to increase participation in the hobby and
how you can help further "The World’s Greatest Hobby."

Remember to enjoy the holiday season with your family and friends.
Happy Holidays!
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By John Hotvet, MMR
TLR Achievement Program Chairman

A
fter a very active year last year in the
Region with two new Master Model
Railroaders and several other AP cer-

tificate earners, the last five months have been
relatively slow.

Since May I have awarded one Golden Spike
to Alan Saatkamp of Harrisburg, SD, and
processed a Master Builder – Structures cer-
tificate for John Hotvet, MMR of Minneapolis,
MN.

Now that cooler weather has finally arrived in
the region, I would like to see a bunch of cer-
tificate requests come pouring across my
workbench. After all, I would not want to
spend too much time working on various
projects on my railroad.

I have talked or written to several people
about participation in the AP, from the Prairie
Lakes Division to Winnipeg and several points
in between. I know you’re out there and
probably qualify in several AP categories.
Don’t keep putting it off. Take a couple of
hours on a rainy day and visit the NMRA web-
site. Figure out what you need to do for one
certifica te, print out the Statement of

Qualification and whatever else you need to
get the ball rolling for your first, or next,AP
certificate, and get the process going.

I think I have been keeping up with the
Association Official qualifiers for the last nine
years. But there should be a whole group of
volunteers at the Division level who qualify
for the Association Volunteer certificate who
I don’t even know about. If you have five
years, or 60 points’ worth of time, print out
the appropriate forms, list off the various
positions you have held at the Division level,
and get the Division Superintendent to verify
the time served. (If you have multiple posi-
tions at the Division level the five years can be
shortened.) Unlike some other certif icates,
the time spent f illing out theVolunteer paper-
work is minimal and you can get recognized
for the time you have volunteered in support
of the hobby and the NMRA.

R
ight now my postal carrier is getting a
sore back from delivering my wife’s
many mail order catalogs. Let’s see if

you can make him sore with the AP certificate
requests. My address is on page 11. My e-
mail address is also there if you have any ques-
tions; use “AP Question” as the subject,
because I have a quick “delete” reaction if I
don’t recognize the sender address.

W
hile I truly appreciate the senti-
ment, you really don’t have to sub-
scribe to THE FUSEE two or three

times to show your appreciation. But appar-
ently that’s what some of you are doing with-
out realizing it.

Here’s what’s happening: you clip the little
resubscription form out of the back of your
FUSEE and send it in with your $10 payment.
Then, several months later you’ll get your
NMRA membership renewal form. Some of
you will check the “Thousand Lakes Region
newsletter” box, add the $10 to your NMRA
renewal cost, and send it in. At that point,
you’ve subscribed to THE FUSEE twice.

Dave Hamilton, our TLR Treasurer, dutifully
adds the additional year to your subscription,
of course. But he tells me we have one sub-
scriber who’s got FUSEES coming to him until
at least 2011. (God bless him!)

Take a look at the address label on this issue
– it’ll tell you when your subscription ends.
Then,next time it’s time for renewal, pick the
form on page 11 or the NMRA renewal form.
But not both. Unless you really, really like THE

FUSEE that much!

You really don’t have
to subscribe twice!

The Achievement Program report

James “Joe” Martinson
James “Joe” Martinson was born on September 25,1923, in Canby, MN,the son of Fred and
Marian (Campbell) Martinson. At the age of three, the Martinson family moved to Mason
City, IA. Following his father’s death in 1939, the family moved to Mankato and later
Winthrop. In 1943 Joe entered the service and became a Military policeman attached to
the U.S .Air Corps. Following his discharge in 1946, Joe returned to Minnesota and attend-
ed Beck School for radio, joining the KWLM Radio Network in 1947 as an announcer. In
1949 he wed Delores W. Boutin and they made their home in Willmar.

For many years Joe was the voice of variousWillmar Cardinal athletic events and area town
team baseball. Last year he was inducted into the Willmar High School Athletic Hall of
Fame. Joe was a past assistant coach and manager of theWillmar American Legion baseball
team. He was a member of the Church of St.Mary,American Legion Post #167,V.F.W.Post
#1639, and several model train clubs. He enjoyed model railroading, f ishing and all sports,
and was an avid baseball fan of the Chicago Cubs and MinnesotaTwins. He was also an avid
fan of the Minnesota Vikings and Green Bay Packers (depending on which team was win-
ning). Joe died in late August at Rice Memorial Hospital in Willmar at the age of 83.

He is survived by his wife, Delores of Willmar; two sons, Jim (and Ann) Martinson of
Hutchinson and John (and Joni) Martinson of Burnsville; three grandchildren, and one sister,
Miriam Neibuhr of St. Cloud.

In memoriam



TheTLR FUSEE4

NEWS FROM AROUND THE REGION

By Ron Einarson
President, NMRA/Canada
No. 1 Northern Div. Superintendent

N
o. 1 Northern season is well under-
way with the WMRC meeting fol-
lowed by the Winnipeg Rail

Museum's annual Railway Days. October saw
another WMRC meeting as well as the very
successful WMRC Great Canadian Train
Show which was well attended and lots of
bargains were had by everyone. The new
WMRC modular layout was up and running
again but did experience a problem with one
set of corners.

Once again the WMRC's Gateway Western
HO layout was back in full operation and con-
tinues to be a hit with all who come and view
or run on it. Some upgrades to track and new
structures are a highlight of the new season,
especially the new "Morgana's" structure built
by Canadian Railway Modeller editor Morgan
Turney...in pink, yet!!! The layout underwent
some cosmetic improvements for the 7th

Annual Gooch's Hobby Shop Open House
which was held on Dec. 1st & 2nd. Also fea-
tured were the Win-N-Trak's "N" scale lay-
outs, the Shop owner's Duluth, Winnipeg &
Pacif ic "N" scale layout and the store’s demo
layout on the 2nd floor along with lots of
demonstrations. Continuous modeling
demonstrations throughout the weekend
were once again a feature of the No.1
Northern displays. What many found inter-
esting was that three of the four layouts fea-
ture Digitrax operating systems.

T
he WMRC monthly meetings featured
the No. 1 Northern Beginners Series
of clinics as well as WMRC presenta-

tions. Some of the table clinics covered were:
Modules - the Continued Growth;
Cataloguing Photos,plus a video presentation
of CPR 2816 from Kirkella toWinnipeg by the
No. 1 Northern.

The Main Presentation at the WMRC meet-
ings featured Part 2 of the Annual Dinner
Train on the Assiniboine Valley Railway.

October was setup time for the Fall show so
the presentation was worked by all members
and getting ready...a fun time to converse and
just have fun.

The No.1 Northern plans on having the fol-
lowing clinics over the next several months:

December: Making & Using His Own
Wood Stain by Richie Faveri, a junior
member
January: Plastic Becomes Wood by Fred
Headon, MMR
February: Making Trees - Hands On
Clinic

The Selkirk Model Railroad Association will
once again be featuring an Open House on
November 25th & 26th in conjunction with
the town’s Parade of Lights celebration. All
three layouts will be up and running: HO, N
and O.

T
he Win-N-Trak group is as busy as
ever with their monthly meetings on
the third Monday of each month at the

Aviation Museum on Ferry Road. The group
also had their modular layouts out at various
malls and shows, the WMRC Fall Show, as
well as Railway Days at the Museum. Plus
they wil l be front and center at Gooch's
Hobby Open House in December. They are
once again raffling off a complete N-scale lay-
out built by a member, which is of great
interest to all those that attend their shows.
I can speak from experience about winning
their raff le. I won it several years ago and
gave it to a friend of mine who is enjoying it
immensely.

One of the highlights of the summer was see-
ing the CPR 2816 running through the
prairies. There were hundreds of rail fans
along its route. [Ed -You can see Ron’s photos
on our cover, and beginning on page 6.] Every
crossing had people at it. Trust me I know as
Larry Leavens and I chased it from the
Saskatchewan boarder to Winnipeg. We
started at 6 AM and finished at 5 PM. There
were great scenes, great friends seen at vari-
ous stops, new friends met along the way.
Great day of railfanning.

That's it from the sunny and warm North of
the 49th Parallel . Have a great winter and I
will write again when the white stuff starts to
appear.

Keep 'em on the rails.

No. 1 Northern gets its season into full swing

As reprinted from the quarterly “World’s
Greatest Hobby” e-newsletter

T
his past year in the Sioux Falls area,
Alan Saatkamp of Harrisburg, SD, has
tirelessly promoted model railroading.

In October 2006, as the newly elected
Division Superintendent of his local NMRA
club he organized a layout tour for the public.
More than 100 people visited five club mem-
bers' HO scale layouts, including the NMRA
layout at the Sioux Empire Fairgrounds. The
tour drew the attention of a regional newspa-
per, The Argus Leader, which published a story
about Alan and his club's efforts.

Alan has also shared model railroading with
friends and neighbors. He's frequently con-
ducted tours of his three-deck HO scale lay-
out, and as part of the Chicago and North
Western Historical Society convention this
past May, he opened his layout to the public
and instructed youngsters on how to operate

his layout.

Also,Alan has actively pursued new hobbyists.
In March 2007, through the Sioux Falls school
district's "Community Education" program,he
taught a class on model railroading. He lec-
tured about railroad operations and provided
his students with hands-on experience. For
his tutorial, he brought in a portable switching
layout, car cards, and waybills.

I
n the year to come, Alan has lofty plans
for promoting the hobby. He featured his
portable layout at two high-profile South

Dakota shows this fall - the "Trains at
Christmas" open house and a Sioux Empire
Fairgrounds swap meet. He's also prepared to
teach another class, titled "Getting started
with model trains," for the Community
Education program. It's great that Alan has
found an innovative tool - the classroom - to
promote the hobby.

[All of this, plus he’s ourTLRVice President! - Ed]

For DSED Super Alan Saatkamp,
promoting the hobby is a 24/7 job
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Text and photos by Terry Davis and John
Givan

T
he Minnesota RiverValley Division is by
no means theThousand Lakes Region’s
biggest Division, but its approximately

25 members continue to be active, if its
record for 2007 is any indication.

Despite the fact that Western Minnesota is
not the most populous portion of the state,
over 300 people learned more about the
World’s Greatest Hobby when the Division
once again hosted an open house at the
Willmar Public Library, Feb.17, 2007.

They were able to feast their eyes on seven
small operat ing railroads, including highly
detailed N scale pikes exhibited by MRVD
members Bud Radunz and Terry Davis, as well

as layouts from the Glenwood Lakes Area
Model Railroad Association, the Great River
Rail Modular Group of St. Cloud, and Luce
Line Railroad Club Inc.of Hutchinson.

Also shown was the World’s Greatest Hobby
video on constructing a beginner’s HO-scale
layout. Information on the Thousand Lakes
Region and NMRA was also available. The
MRVD will once again host its Willmar library
open house on Feb. 9, 2008. Everyone is wel-
come to the free event.

T
he members of the MRVD agreed in
early 2006 to assist the Milwaukee
Road Heritage Center at Montevideo

in constructing an HO- scale model railroad
layout. Saturday work sessions were sched-
uled between October 2006 and January
2007 on regular MRVD meeting days. The

two-level layout rep-
resents Montevideo
in the Fall of 1953.
Several of the MRVD
members are mem-
bers of the MRHC
and vice versa, so it is
a very symbiotic rela-
tionship.

In May 2007, several
additional work ses-
sions were scheduled
for the first and third
Saturdays of the com-
ing months. Several
MRVD members
attended the fi rst
three or four before

summer plans began to get in the way.
Throughout July and early August, MRVD
members Wayne Spiess, Dave Anderson, and
John Givan continued to get together on the
first and third Saturdays. Dave and Wayne
continued to work on the layout in late
August, through September and into early
October. Sessions will continue throughout
the winter and are open to any MRVD mem-
ber.

The layout will be both an interpretive and
historical display for the MRHC and an oper-
ating layout MRVD members can enjoy. Open
houses will be scheduled throughout the year,
and the MRVD will be able to set up its dis-
play in an effort to recruit new members.

On Sept. 21, about 30 MRVD members and
guests celebrated the 20th anniversary of the
founding of the Division.They gathered at the
Willmar American Legion. Former TLR
Treasurer John Hotvet, who is also an NMRA
Master Model Rai lroader, was the guest
speaker. Hotvet, the Achievement Program
chair for the TLR, told how NMRA member-
ship has been important in his life.

DaveWarren of the Lakes Area Model Railroad Association operates his LEGO layout at the 2007
MRVD open house in Willmar.

The club’s three-rail “U-Run-I t” layout was a big hit with kids of all ages.

These two s isters got a big k ick out of Bud
Radunz’s highly detailed N-scale layout.

Over 300 attend MRVD’s February Open House
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Steam’s up! The 2816 rolls through the TLR
Text by Paul Ullrich
Photos by Ron Einarson & Paul Ullrich

T
he Holy Grail of Canadian railroading
arrived in western Canada thi s sum-
mer. railfans across the Thousand

Lakes Region were treated to the spectacu-
lar si ght of the CPR's 2816 Empress high-
ball ing through three
Canadian Provinces and
three northern states.

The 2816, built by MLW in
1930, is a Hudson- class
locomotive that was last
used in regular service on
the CPR in 1960. It was
sold to the Steamtown
Railroad Museum of
Scranton, PA in 1964, where
it was displayed for 35 years.
In 1998, it was bought back
by the CPR and given a two
million dollar makeover that
took two years to complete.

This excursion was organized
by the CPR and the Friends of the 261
(www.261.com), a group dedicated to the
preservation of the Milwaukee Road's famous
engine. The 2816 and the 261 were double-
headed at Minneapolis and ran together to La
Crosse,WI.

T
he 2816 was assisted through most of
its journey to Chicago by a CP GP38.
Instead of following the old Soo Line

passenger route
through Portal, ND,
the train traveled on
the CP mainline to
Winnipeg, then went
south on CP's
E m e r s o n
Subdivision to the
border crossing at
Noyes, MN.

The consist was a mix of vintage restored
Milwaukee Road and CP passenger cars. The
first five cars were painted in CP's classic tus-
can red. One of the two baggage cars was
open to the public, complete with a canteen,
a souvenir stand, and open doors with fitted
grates for rough and tumble riders to (literal-
ly) hang out and feel the wind in their hair
(but not the soot in their faces...it’s an oil
burner).

The last five cars were MW rolling stock,
b eaut i ful l y

restored in classic orange and maroon.
Included in the roster was the Wisconsin
Valley full-length Superdome and the Cedar
Rapids Skytop observation lounge. The
Skydome's multi-paneled glass dome, looking
like a cross between a tailgunner's perch on a
B-25 and the window of Han Solo's
Millennium Falcon, was once a favorite hang-
out for Frank Sinatra and the Rat Pack travel-
ing out of Chicago. The Superdome sported
50 seats and a full bar in the upper level.Both
cars were reserved for Premium Class pas-
sengers, but coach passengers could ride in

the Superdome for a $100 upgrade.

The fare from Calgary to Minneapolis was
US$1500,not including airfare to Calgary. For
budget-minded railfans, Daryl Adair of
Winnipeg's Rail Travel Tours (www.railtravel-
tours.com) organized a sub-charter for part of
the trip that was less than a third of that price.
His group of 70 tookVia's Canadian toMelville,
SK,where theystayed for twonights.They took
a charter bus toBroadview,SK,on to board the
2816 for the trip back to Winnipeg. The travel
editor of the Winnipeg Free Press came along for

PHOTOS
Top of this page: In Portage La PrairieYard with Milwaukee Road orange pas-
senger cars; Excursion passengers gather in Brandon Yard; The 2816’s cab,
spor ting the Canadian Pacific Railway Lines logo (all photos by Ron Einarson).
Bottom of this page: The Wisconsin Valley Superdome sans Frank Sinatra;
Additional power used on the excursion (all photos by Ron Einarson).
Facing page: The famous Hiawatha logo (Ron Einarson); The conductor
poses with the 2816 (Paul Ullrich); Oiling up the s ide rods (Paul Ullrich);The
train leaves Por tage La PrairieYard (Ron Einarson).
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the ride, which resulted in a front cover story
in their travel section. Rail Travel Tours also
organized a one-day charter from Emerson,
MB, to Winnipeg on the 2816's return trip in
September.

O
utside of the occasional charter, CP's
mainline hasn't been used for passen-
ger service since 1991. Calgary's pas-

senger train station is still being
used for regular charters to
Vancouver by Rocky Mountain Rail
Tours, but many of the stops from
Calgary to Winnipeg have been
either abandoned or converted to
other uses.

Regina's station has been converted
to a casino. Brandon's station has
been boarded up and used for stor-
age. Winnipeg's CP station has been
turned over to a coalition of several aborigi-
nal groups. The platforms on some of these
stations were torn up years ago. Overnight
stops in rural locations such as Medicine Hat,
AB,and Broadview,SK,had to be arranged for
scheduled maintenance. When the 2816
rolled into Winnipeg, it detrained passengers
at the Weston shops. But no one complained.
They were all too happy just to be on the
train.

If you were in a hurry to get to Chicago, this
was not the way to go. The Empress traveled
at a leisurely pace through the prairies, never
reaching speeds of more than 65mph. This
was a long haul for a 77-year-old locomotive,
and there were no other Hudsons to relieve
her of her duties. It takes two hours to trav-
el from Brandon to Winnipeg by car. The
Empress took three times as long.

S
team locomotives need a lot of TLC,
and the infrastructure that supported
them is long gone.Coal and water tow-

ers haven't been seen on the CP rail line since
Jackie Gleason was on TV Saturday nights.
There were numerous stops for maintenance,
fuel and water (it takes time to bring 35,000
gallons of water up to steam), and five
overnight stops between Calgary
and the Twin Cities.

Almost every prairie town and level
crossing along the CP mainline was
filled with eager spectators and rail-
fans catching a glimpse of the 2816
as it steamed eastward. Without a
doubt the most ambitious railfan-
ning was done by No. 1 Northern
Superintendent and
NMRA/Canada President Ron
Einarson, accompanied by his long-
time railfanning partner, Larry
Leavens. They literally chased the

train as it hugged the Trans-Canada Highway
from Kirkella (near the Saskatchewan border)
to Winnipeg's Perimeter Highway. Ron rode
shotgun with digital camera and camcorder in
hand as Larry raced alongside the train. This
hell-bent-for-leather round trip of over 400
miles was a pretty average day of railfanning
for them.

When the train rolled into Portage La
Prairie, MB, a full-blown party was
going on in her honor. Hundreds of
people welcomed her arrival as a
country and western band played out-
side the station. The event was organ-
ized by the Save the CP Station
Committee of Portage la Prairie
Heritage Inc.
(www.CPRStationPortage.ca).When
Portage's CP stat ion was nearly
destroyed by fire in 2002, this group

was formed to raise money to restore it. CP
security at Portage consisted of three yard
workers and three CP policemen, but the
adoring crowd of onlookers and railfans cre-
ated no incident.

T
he train arrived in Winnipeg on a Sunday
evening and stayed for a two-night
stopover. It left for Minneapolis Tuesday

morning and took a full three hours to cross the
Manitoba-Minnesota border.This was a rare task
for customs officials, for passenger service to
the States ended in the wake of Amtrak, with
the demise of GN's "Winnipeg Limited" to
Minneapolis in 1971.The last passenger train to
ride the Emerson subdivision was the Soo Line's
"Winipegger" service from Winnipeg to the
Twin Cities,which went out of service in March
of 1967 (although an NP RDC used the line for
6 months in 1969). Needless to say, border
security has tightened up considerably
since then. Passports were mandatory
for all passengers crossing the border.
After the train left customs, it traveled
to Thief River Falls, MN, for another
overnight stay before proceeding tothe
Twin Cities.

Everyone who rode the train consid-
ered them-

selves
fortunate, but it is without a doubt that the
most fortunate rider of all was Morgan Turney,
President of theWinnipeg Model Railroad Club
and publisher of Canadian Railway Modeller
magazine (www.cdnrwymod.com), who man-
aged to get a cab ride on the 2816's return trip!
He was accompanied by Suzanne Lemon, the
WMRC's Photo Contest Chairperson. It
might've been due to the grace of God, or his
sainted mother's constant prayers,or his rugged
good looks,but no one knows for sure how he
wrangled that sweet ride.

Thanks to Fred Headon, MMR, for supplying
historical information.
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W
hile it'll be hard to top last year's
"Steamin' toWinona" TLR conven-
tion, this year's "Twin Ports

Express" is surely going to give it a run for
the money. The convention promises a full
range of prototype tours and clinics, as well
as our own train to Two Harbors, MN.

Twin Ports Express will be held in Duluth,
MN, from Friday, May 2 through Sunday, May
4. The dates were changed from those pre-
viously announced to take advantage of the
lower, pre- tourist season hotel rates
throughout Duluth and Superior.

The center of all our activities will be the
amazing Duluth Depot, home of the Lake
Superior Railroad Museum. Because we’ll
hold all clinics, receptions, and the model
contest there, we’ll have no "official" conven-
tion hotel. Instead, convention-goers will be
able to find their own hotel rooms at rates
they find comfortable. However, the TLR has
reserved a block of rooms at the Duluth
Radisson hotel – directly across the street
from the Depot – which will be available on a
first-come, first-served basis. Because we’re
not using the hotel’s facilities, we won’t get
any special convention rates.

There's no host group for the Twin Ports
Express, so all groundwork is being done by
your TLR Board of Directors. Details may
change as convention time approaches, but
here's the way the event stacks up at present.

THURSDAY This is an optional “no host”
day, but there’s so much to do in Duluth, you
may want to come a day early. Visit the 650-
foot William Irvin, go railfanning (we’ll provide
a Duluth railfan guide in your convention pack-
et), or do any of the hundreds of other activi-
ties this great city provides. Convention regis-
tration opens in the afternoon at the Depot.

FRIDAY Registration’s open at the Depot
all day. The Convention will get into full-
swing on Friday morning with the open-
ing of the contest room, and five clinics.
At noon, buses will leave for the after-
noon tours to Hallett Dock, Cenex
Harvest States Grain, and Midwest
Energy Resources Company (MERC).

Hallett Dock loads limestone and other
aggregates, and has its own fleet of loco-
motives. In addition, it offers a "next
door" view of the famous DMIR ore dock.

Cenex Harvest States Grain is a huge grain
handling facility that has a collection of
engines, including an SW1,SW9, and a GE 45-
ton locomotive.

The MERC facility is home of the largest coal
unloading dock in the world, and has a four-car
rotary dumper which we'll hopefully get to see
in operation. MERC routinely handles 120-car
unit trains.

The tours should conclude by 4 p.m., giving
everyone enough time to explore Duluth or
the train museum, grab a bite to eat, visit the
nearby hobby shop, or go railfanning. We'll
return to the Depot at 7 p.m. for a "Dessert
Reception," followed by a very unique pro-
gram. We'll also be holding a special auction
that evening for a diesel cab ride on Saturday's
Twin Ports Express train. The cab ride will
cover half of either the "to" or "from" trip.

SATURDAY will be another jam-packed day.

Attendees can use part of their morning for
breakfast, railfanning, and exploring. At 10
a.m. we'll gather at the Depot to board the
Twin Ports Express – a three-car train (two
Great Northern coaches and a baggage car)
chartered espec ially for our convention,

which will take us on a picturesque 6-hour
lakeside trip toTwo Harbors,MN. The motive
power will be either the Lake Superior Scenic
Railroad's DMIR SD18 or Soo Line GP-30.
Box lunches will be provided.

During the two-hour layover in Two Harbors
we'll have time to explore the Two Harbors
lighthouse, the Dwan/3M Museum, the Edna
G tugboat, the Two Harbors Depot Museum,
or either of the antiques stores in town. If
time permits, there will be a photo run-by on
the way back. We'll return to the Duluth
Depot by 4 pm.

At 6 p.m.we'll board a boat and be treated to
the TLR banquet while crui sing bustli ng
Duluth harbor. The boat should return by 9
p.m. and the Contest Room will be opened
for interested viewers.

SUNDAY We'll start the day with our gen-
eral membership meeting and awards cere-
mony. Immediately following the meeting the
Lake Superior Transportation Club will co-
sponsor a swap meet with the TLR. So bring
your checkbook!

Looking for layouts? The Depot Museum has
a dandy,but we'll also supply you with a listing
of local layouts that can be toured on Sunday
afternoon while you're on your way home.

NON-RAIL We’ll also have non-rail activi-
ties, including trips to the Great Lakes
Aquarium and the Glensheen Estate. We’ll
also include time for museum visits, shopping
and lunch. Transportation will be provided.

T
he Spring issue of THE FUSEE will con-
tain all costs and sign-up forms,and will
arrive in your mailbox on or around

March 1, 2008. You’ll also be able to find them
early in the year on the TLR website.

Remember: the convention is open only to
NMRA members and their signif icant
others (who don't need to be mem-
bers) – no exceptions. So if your
NMRA membership expires before
May 2 or is already past-due,now's the
time to get it renewed. If you bought
a RailPass membership for the Winona
or Twin Cities convent ions, you cannot
get another RailPass this year. Visit
www.nmra.org for membership
details.

Bottom line: if you're not jazzed-up about the
Twin Ports Express convention by now, check
to see if you have a pulse. Because the con-
vention should really be named Twin Ports
EXCITEMENT!

The 2008 convention: wall-to-wall excitement in Duluth

May 2-4, 2008
Registration form will be in the

Spring FUSEE and at
www.thousandlakesregion.org

Watch our convention
preview video! Go to

www.thousandlakesregion.org
and click the link!
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Visitors from the Eastern Iowa Division made a
weekend pilgrimage to the Thousand Lakes
Region, and the Twin Cities area in particular, on
Saturday and Sunday, August 25 and 26. Rich
Mahaney, the EID’s Superintendent, put together
a non-stop railroading extravaganza for any and
all takers. Saturday their tour included some rail-
fanning, a visit to the Twin Cities Model Railroad
Museum, the Jackson Street Roundhouse, Scale
Model Supplies, Becker’s Hobbies , Art Hill’s lay-
out, Bill Schimmelman’s layout, and your editor’s
layout.

Sunday’s schedule featured a visit to John
Hotvet’s layout and an operating sess ion/clinic at
Jeff Otto’s layout. Pictured above during their stop
at the Bona Vista Railroad are (left to right) Rich
Mahaney, Steve Warner, Penny Smith, EID
newsletter editor Clark Cooper, andTed Smith.

Eastern Iowa Div. makes a two-day excursion to the Twin Cities

The TLR By-laws
are now online at

www.thousandlakesregion.org

by Paul UllrichTrainToons
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30th Annual Spud Valley30th Annual Spud Valley
Hobby ShowHobby Show

Sunday, October 12, 2008
9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Ramada Plaza Suites
Crystal Ballroom

1635 42nd St. S., Fargo ND

 14th Annual “Plastics on the Prairie” model contest

 Large & small operating model railroads

 Vendors selling farm toys, plastic models, model
railroad items, die cast vehicles, old toys, railroad

collectibles and more

 Door prizes -- No need to be present to win

Admission: $4 (under 12 free with paid adult)

For information, call Gerald: 701-799-0534

The following TLR By-law changes were discussed at the Mid-year
BOD meeting, and will be voted upon at the General Meeting in June
2008:

Section added:
12. Mid-year Meeting
The Thousand Lakes Region Board of Directors shall have a mid-
year meeting to be held on the third Saturday in October. The
location will be decided upon by the Board.

Section 1 Membership and Dues, Paragraph C:
(Former wording) The membership year shall be from 1 June to 31
May of the following year, except that new members applying for
membership on or after 1 January shall be given a membership to
31 May of the following year.

(Suggested wording) Effective June, 2008,each member’s FUSEE sub-
scription year shall depend on the exact date that member sub-
scribes or renews, either via his/her master NMRA membership
or independently. A “subscription year” shall consist of four quar-
terly issues of the newsletter.

Proposed changes to the TLR By-laws

November 7, 2007 , Mankato, MN

The meeting was c alled to order at 11:12 CDT

Present were: Bruce Selb,Alan Saatkamp, Chris Dancy, Dave B rosh, Gerry Leone, Jim
Bernier, David Hamilton, and Jay Dav is.

Old Business
The meeting started with a motion from Bruce to approve the minutes as printed in

the last Fusee. Chris Da ncy offered a first and seconded by Jim Bernier.

Treasurer Dave Hamilton told the board that the Winona Convent ion ba lance was
$283.00 to the good. S tafford Swain contacted Dave to tell him that he was sending

$1500.00 from TLR Ca nada.This money was from a long-forgotten convention. Dave

said when he receives the check he would take $500.00 out and send the $1000.00
to the NMRA DCC defense fund as decided at the Winona Convent ion. Bruce made

a motion to approve the trea sure’s report. Gerry Leone offered a 1st and Chris

Da ncy 2nd the motion.

Vice PresidentAlan Saatkamp reported that he had introduced himself to all the divi-

sion superintendents they all reported very small membership in NMRA. Alan ca lcu-

lated that mostTLR divisions averaged twenty to thirty percent NMRA members.

Contest Director Jim Bernier ha nded out a list of all the contest entries from Winona

and added that all the pla ques had been mailed. He also reported that he had not
done any judging sinceWinona.

Gerry Leone presented a combined Public Relat ions and Editor’s report. In the PR
position Gerry ha s been busy welcoming new FUSEE subscribers by inserting a per-

sona l “welcome” note. In the future he would like to coordinate an effort with Jim

Wetzler, Dave Hamilton, and NMRA Headquar ters to get names and addresses of all

new NMRA members in the TLR.With the board’s approva l Gerry could mail out the
most recent issue of THE FUS EE along w ith a personal note welcoming them and invit-

ing them to subscribe.

Gerry reported as editor that the next issue will conclude his third year as editor.

From the spring 2006 FUSEE until now, we have gained ninety subscribers.The current

FUS EE c arries three annual ads and several indiv idual a ds and this income almost pays
for one issue’s print ing costs.

Divis ion Reports

Twin Cities - Superintendent Ron Bodin submitted this report .At the May business
meeting they had past presidents back for their 25th Anniversary. In October they ha d

the “Building Guy” Neil Hovlind from Ea u C laire,WI, put on a clinic on construc tion

of plastic, wood, and cardboard buildings. On October 20 they ha d tours of three lay-
outs on the west side of the Twin Cities. The event was attended by approximately

forty members and guests.At the November meeting Dave Hamilton and Wa lt Thompson

presented clinics.

Prairie Lakes - Jay Davis told the board that the fall meet was held in Fairmont, MN, on

October 6 a t Heritage Acres.The meet was a joint effort w ith the C&NWHS.It was attend-

ed by over a hundred people. The meet ha d many c linics and a layout tour of the Sisseton

Sioux Railroad Club.The meet concluded with a meal a t a loca l restaura nt and speaker and
slide show. Next spring’s meet site has not yet been decided.

Dakota Southern - Alan Saatkamp reported that they again this fall had five home layouts
on tour.The event wasn’t as successful as the previous year.Attendance was about fifty peo-

ple.That was about half of last year’s total.

Next, a long discussion was held on the upcoming convention in Duluth. Problems with costs

and ava ilability of rooms lead to a discussion of chang ing the date of the convention.Also dis-

cussed were tours, Sunday’s flea market a nd a private car for a ride to Two Harbors, MN. See

the convention section in this FUS EE for more details.

New Business

A discussion was held on doing some updates to the By-Laws.These are published on this
page.A motion was made to lock in a date for the board of directors’ meet ing.This date was

selec ted by the board as the third Saturday in October w ith a loca tion to be determined by

the board. A first was offered by Dave Hamilton and seconded by Gerry Leone. Dave
Hamilton asked the board about putt ing the By -Laws on the website. It was the consensus

of the board that this was a good idea. Dave said he would work on it. Editor Gerry Leone

asked about sending the spring issue of the Fusee to all non-subscribing NMRA members in

TLR territory.The board voted by a show of hands and the motion was carried.A list of can-
didates wa s passed for the Bob Dew award. Board members c ast a vote and Bruce collect-

ed the results.

Dave Brosh updated the board on the progress of the 2009 convent ion in Alexa ndria. Many

of the convention details were already locked down. Dave was in the process of signing a con-

trac t w ith the hotel.

Dave Hamilton made a motion to adjourn and Alan Sa atkamp seconded the motion. The

meeting was adjourned at 3:11 P.M.

Minutes of the Fall Board of Directors meeting
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FUSEE Advertising
Commercial advertising from hobby shops, manu-
facturers, and other businesses with a model rail-
roading interest is accepted. Pike ads are for indi-
vidual layouts, model railroad clubs, or other non-
commercial groups. All ads can be run in a single
issue at the rate of 35% of the annual rate.

Annual One time Annual
Comm. Comm. Pike ad

Ad size (HxW) rate rate rate

Full pg 95/8”x 71/8” $145.00 $50.75 $90.00

1/2 pg 43/4”x 71/8” 90.00 31.50 45.00

1/4 pg 43/4”x 31/2” 45.00 15.75 25.00

1/6 pg 43/4”x 21/4” 35.00 12.25 18.50

1/8 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 25.00 8.75 15.00

1/8 pg 33/4”x 21/4” 25.00 8.75 15.00

1/12 pg 23/8”x 21/4” 18.50 6.48 10.00

1/16 pg 11/8”x 31/2” 15.00 5.25 7.50

All advertising should be mailed to THE FUSEE editor
as camera-ready artwork or electronic files (jpeg,
tiff, gif, or EPS with outlined fonts ). Payment must
be enclosed and should be in U.S. funds, interna-
tional money order, or by check drawn on U.S.
Banks. Questions? Contact the Editor!

Subscribe to THE FUSEE!

I’m enclosing payment for : _____ New subscription

_____ Subscription renewal

_____ Returning member

_____ $10 for one year

_____ $20 for two years

Scale(s):

_______________

NMRA #:

_______________

Name: ___________________________________

Address:__________________________________

City:_____________________________________

State/Province:_____Zip/Postal Code:__________

Phone: (_______) ___________________________

Email :__________________@_________________

Mail to: Dave Hamilton,Treasurer
18015 33rd Place N., Plymouth, MN 55447

THE FUSEE is a quarterly publication of
the Thousand Lakes Region of the National Model
Railroad Association and is mailed to all sub-
scribers. The subscr iption year runs from June 1
through May 31. A subscription costs $10.00 per
year, and should be mailed to the Treasurer. Mid-
year renewals or new subscr ibers will be sent all
prior subscr iption year issues.

Permission is granted to reproduce any portion of
THE FUSEE for use in other non-profit publications
as long as credit is given to both the author and
THE THOUSAND LAKES REGION FUSEE, and a copy is
sent to the editor.

ARTICLES: All contributions except advertising
are considered donations. Authors retain all r ights
to their articles and photos and may submit their
material for publication elsewhere. Submissions,
including photos, can be made by floppy disk,
email, CD-ROM, DVD, or hard copy, either PC or
Mac , MSWord, Word Perfect, or text within the
body of an email message. Typed or handwritten
manuscripts are fine, too! (Photo prints will be
returned.) Send materials or questions about sub-
missions to: gerryleone@earthlink.net (put “FUSEE”
in the subject line) or Gerry Leone MMR, 6459
Smithtown Road, Excelsior, MN 55331.

Changes of address should be
sent to theTreasurer.

If you’re an NMRAmember residing within the boundaries of theThousand Lakes Region, you’re automatically aTLR
member. So why not keep up with what’s happening in the Region? Use this form to subscribe toThe Fusee.
If your subscription has lapsed, use this form to renew.

Department
Chairpersons

Membership & Handbook
JimWetzler
RR1, Box 123
Granada, MN 56039
jwetzler@bevcomm.net

Achievement Program
John Hotvet, MMR
5100 Nicollet Ave.S .
Minneapolis, MN 55419
612-822-5788
johntrain@aol.com

Historian
Thomas Mauszycki, DDS, MMR
1671 ValleyV iew Drive
Winona, MN 55987
507-454-3800
tmauszycki@charter.net

Scouting Coordinator
Jeff Hoffman
916 9th Ave. East
Spencer, IA 51301
712-262-8589

Webmaster
Dave Hamilton
18015 33rd Pl N.
Plymouth, MN 55447
612-281-8643
mzz64@yahoo.com

FUSEE Editor
GerryLeone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
952-474-8364
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Board of Directors

President
Bruce Selb
P.O. Box 1113
Burnsville , MN 55337
651-276-4776
magazineguy@
readingstation.com

Vice President
Alan Saatkamp
902 Chestnut St.
Harrisburg, SD 57032
605-767-9743
saatkamp@iw.net

Secretary
Jay Davis
P.O. Box 264
Everly,Iowa 51338
712-834-2073
jdandice22c@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Dave Hamilton
18015 33rd Pl N.
Plymouth, MN 55447
612-281-8643
mzz64@yahoo.com

Conventions
Chris Dancy
335 So.Vine-N Apt.
West Union,IA 52175
563-422-6192
cjdancy@msn.com

Public Relations
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, MN 55331
952-474-8364
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Contest Director
Jim Bernier
5631 S ilas Dent Rd NW
Rochester, MN 55901
jrbernier@hotmail.com

Division Supers
Dakota Southeastern Div.

Alan Saatkamp
903 Chestnut St.
Harrisburg, SD 57032
605-767-9743
saatkamp@iw.net

Kashabowie Division
(posit ion open)

Minnesota River Valley Div.
Sam Sherman
63583 Co. Rd. 5
Franklin, MN 55333
507-557-8336
sam635@webtv.net

North Dakota Div.
Charles Durrenberger
319 5th Street North
Grand Forks, ND 58203
701-746-7652
mwkrr1@msn.com

No. 1 Northern Div.
Ron Einarson
1364 DudleyCrescent
Winnipeg, MB
Canada R3M 1P3
204-475-6267
ron.einarson@pwgsc .gc.ca

Prairie Lakes Div.
Doug Harding
1019 6th St . N.E.
Sibley, IA 51249
712-754-3303
Doug.Harding@
iowacentralrr.org

South Red RiverValley Div.
Jim Moore
453 Oakland Ave. South
Fargo, ND 58193
jimraemoore@msn.com

Twin Cities Division
Ron Bodin
rmrmb@aol.com

Wild Rivers Div.
Bill Janson
12937 State Road 70
Grantsburg,WI 54840
715-463-5723
gmagayle@

grantsburgtelcomm.net

The Thousand Lakes Region of the NMRA
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Saturday & Sunday 12/29-30/07, Great Train Expo, 10AM - 4PM,
Canterbury Park, Shakopee, MN. Admission: $7. Large flea
market, layouts, displays, workshops. For more info:
www.greattrainexpo.com

Saturday 1/19/08, Newport Club’s Woodbury High School Flea
Market, 10 AM - 3 PM, Woodbury Senior High School,
Woodbury, MN. Admission: $5. For more information, con-
tact StanWhitingham at 952-200-9729

Saturday 1/26/08, Great Tri-State Rail Sale, Granite City Train
Show, 9 AM - 3 PM, Civic Center, La Crosse, WI. Admission:
$3.00, kids under 12 free. For more information call 608-582-
4761 or 608-784-0036, or visit www.lacrosseshortline.org

Saturday 2/2/08, Greater Upper Midwest Train Show, 9 AM - 2
PM, Century College, 3300 Century Ave. N.,White Bear Lake,
MN. Admission: $4. For more info contact Tom Jefferson at
651-429-2885

Saturday 2/9/08, Minnesota River Valley Division Open House, 10
AM - 3 PM, Willmar Public Library, 2nd floor, 310 5th St. SW,

Train shows & events in and near the Region
Compiled by Gerry Leone, Jim Bernier, andTerry Davis

INSIDE:

2008
Convention

details!

Winter 2007/2008

Willmar,MN. Free. For more info,contactTerry Davis at 320-
587-7820

Saturday & Sunday, 2/9-10/08, Great Train Expo, 10 AM - 4 PM,
Mid-America Center, One Arena Way, Council Bluffs, IA.
Admission $7. Large flea market, layouts, displays, clinics. For
more info: www.greattrainexpo.com

Saturday & Sunday, 2/9-10/08, Barron County Model Railroad
Show, 9:30AM - 6 PM (Sat), 11AM - 5 PM (Sun), Cedar Mall, Rice
Lake,WI. Free. For more info, contact Joe Louis at 715-568-
2470

Saturday & Sunday, 2/16-17/08, Mad City Train Show, 9 AM - 5
PM, Alliant Energy Center, Madison, WI. Admission: $8, kids
under 12: $2. For more information contact Art Dawson at
nkp284@yahoo.com

Saturday & Sunday, 3/8-9/08, La Crosse & Three Rivers Train
Show, 10 AM - 6 PM (Sat), 10 AM - 4 PM (Sun), La Crosse Center,
La Crosse,WI. For more information contact Marilyn Klawitter
at 507-894-4787 or Shane Lambert at 608-780-2536.

If you’re in theThousand Lakes Region and would like your train show, swap mee t, Division meeting, club meeting or other
ra ilroad/mode l rai lroad-r elated event listed in our calendar, please send it to Jim Bernier at jr bernier@hotmail.com by the deadl ine l isted inside.


