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TLR Goes International!  

2015 Convention in Thunder Bay,  

Ontario, Canada 

SAVE THE DATE:  
MAY 22ND - 24TH 2015 

FOR THE TLR CON-

VENTION IN THUN-

DER BAY 

 
After a superb convention in the 

south in Sioux City Iowa last year 

it's time to head north to Thun-

der Bay Ontario, Canada for the 

2015 TLR Convention May 22nd 

to 24th.  This year's convention 

promises to meld the old and the 

new, taking in Thunder Bay's long 

railroading history (Railhead for 

the westward expansion of the 

CPR, home town of the Port Ar-

thur and Duluth, 3rd largest grain 

port in the World, major iron 

ore and forest product center) 

and its new role in modern rail-

roading (maker of subway and bi-

level commuter cars Bombardier, 

large newsprint mill Resolute 

Forest Products, and still a major 

shipping and interchange point for 

both Canadian Pacific and Canadi-

an National).  Layout tours (N, 

HOn3, HO, and G), clinics, ban-

quet and industry tours are all on 

tap and ready to go.  We're easy 

to find, just get on I 35 and drive 

North or Highway 11/17 and 

drive East!  All roads and rails 

lead to Thunder Bay, just don't 

forget your passport!  More in-

formation and registration forms 

to come in the Spring edition of 

the Fuse. 

 
Paul Gerry 

Co-chair 2015 TLR Convention  

 
Five years ago, I wrote an article 

for The Fusee about how to cross 

the Canadian border to attend 

the 2010 TLR convention in Win-

nipeg. In just a few months, we'll 

be having another convention in 

Canada, this time in Thunder Bay. 

There's a good chance that many 

of our members haven't been to 

the Canada since then, so an up-

date is in order.  

 

The good news is that it's a bit 

easier to cross the border. In 

2010 both U.S. and Canadian 

customs officials were still getting 

used to the new rules that came 

into place in June of 2010. The 

bad news is that they haven't 

eased the rules concerning docu-

mentation. You still need either a 

passport or a Nexus card. Oddly 

enough, this is only for getting 

back into the states! 

 

Although Canada strongly recom-

mend that you have a passport, 

they require just two things: 

proof of your U.S. citizenship, 

such as a birth certificate, and a 

valid photo I.D. card, such as a 

drivers license.  

 

 Nexus cards are proving to be 

very popular for cross border 

travels. It cost just 50 bucks, and 

enables you to travel relatively 

hassle free between the U.S. and 

Canada by air, land or sea. But 

there are a few hitches.  

 

After you fill out an on-line form, 

you have to go to an enrolment 

centre for a personal interview. 

There are only two enrolment 

centres in the U.S. in the Thou-

sand Lakes region. One is in War-

road, Minnesota, and the other is 

in Pembina, North Dakota. If you 

live close to the Canadian border, 

then that's not too much of a 

problem. But that's a pretty long 

drive from Dubuque or Sioux 

Falls! 

 

Several people have asked me  

How to get into  

(and out of)  

Canada 
 

By Paul Ullrich 

See Page Three 
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View from the Cab                      by TLR President Gerry Miller 

Where Have I been 

by Wes Garcia  

 

It has taken a far longer time to get the summer edi-

tion of the Fusee out. I must apologize to all our 

readers for this delay.  

 

We will have news of the region and the you will 

find elsewhere the minutes of the board of directors.   

Even though I could use abbreviations,  I plan to 

move away from that to help newcomers and some 

long time readers more clearly understand what it is 

that we a writing about.  

 

As always I am looking for articles, short tips, and 

general news from the region.   

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline Publishing Date 

February 1 March 1 

June 1 July 1 

August 1 September 1 

November 1 December 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of the year again!  Winter, model railroader’s favorite season.   It’s that time when we start 

working on our model railroad.  Remember as you are working on your layout or modeling projects to take 

notes and photos.  Our Fusee editor, Wes Garcia is in need of articles and these projects would work great!  

Please consider sending in a modeling tip, whether it’s a short quarter page or several pages. Articles printed in 

the Fusee will count towards your AP author certificate.   

Remember knowledge is of little use unless shared!!  

 
I would like to welcome the TLR’s new social media director Tom Gasior. Tom will be in charge of our face-

book page. Keep an eye on our page for more information on what is happening in the Region and updates on 

future conventions. 

 
The TLR is looking for candidates for the Board of Directors.  We are still in need of two people who would 

be interested in running for the board.  Elections will take place in May 2015 at the convention in Thunder Bay.  

If you are interested in running or need more information please contact me. Hope to see everyone in Thun-

der Bay this coming May.   Many great tours are planned and lots of clinics. Make sure your passports or entry 

cards are up to date.  

 

I’d like to wish everyone a happy and safe holiday season.  Hopefully there won’t be as much snow as last year. 
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about using enhanced driver's li-

censes for border crossing. Alt-

hough they are available in most 

Canadian provinces, only four 

states issue them: Vermont, New 

York, Michigan, and Washington 

State.  

 
Given these factors into considera-

tion, you'd be far better off to obtain 

a passport. For first time applicants, 

the cost would come to $165, and for 

that you get a passport book and a 

card. A renewal costs $140. You also 

get a passport card to go with your 

passport. 

 

It can take up to three months to 

receive a Nexus card. Passports are a 

bit faster. But please apply for one as 

soon as possible. Don't put it off! 

Why risk not being able to attend the 

convention? 

  

Now that we've got your docu-

mentation covered, let's get you 

across the border. There are 

some rules for which you must be 

made aware:  

 

Border services are on the watch 

for missing children. Parents who 

share custody of their children 

carry copies of their legal custody 

documents, such as custody rights. 

If you share custody and the other 

parent is not travelling with you, 

or if you are not the parent or 

legal guardian, then carry a con-

sent letter to provide authoriza-

tion for you to take them on a 

trip and enter Canada. (This is in 

addition to the child's pass-

port.)  A consent letter must in-

clude the parents full name, ad-

dress and telephone number. 

Have the consent letter notarized. 

 

Anyone with a criminal record 

(including a drunk driving convic-

tion) may be excluded from enter-

ing Canada. A waiver of exclusion 

Into Canada may be issued but several weeks 

are required and a processing fee 

must be paid. Permanent residents 

of the U.S. who are not U.S. citi-

zens must present their Green 

Card. 

 

You can bring certain goods into 

Canada for your own use, includ-

ing clothing, camping and sports 

equipment, cameras and comput-

ers. You must declare all goods 

when you arrive at the first Cana-

dian port of entry, but let com-

mon sense prevail. They really 

don't care how many pairs of un-

derwear you're bringing across 

the border.   

 

But they might be a bit curious 

about any model railroad equip-

ment you're bringing with you, 

and that should be declared, espe-

cially if it's equipment that you're 

bringing back with you.  If you 

declare them when you arrive and 

take them back with you when 

you leave, you will not have to pay 

any duty or taxes. Keep the decla-

ration sheet handy, as U.S. cus-

toms officials might want to view 

it.  

 

These goods cannot be: 

 

•Used by a resident of Canada 

•Used on behalf of a business 

based in Canada 

•Given as a gift to a Canadian resi-

dent 

•Disposed of or left behind in 

Canada 

 

Again, common sense should pre-

vail. If you bring a locomotive to 

run on a layout, and someone else 

uses it during an operating ses-

sion, they're not going to lock you 

behind bars. Bringing model con-

test entries across the border 

shouldn't be a problem. It would 

help to download the contest 

form and fill it out before you 

cross the border. 

 

In extremely rare cases, a border 

services officer may ask you to 

leave a security deposit for your 

goods, which will be refunded to 

you when you export the goods 

from Canada. Should this occur, 

you will be issued a Temporary 

Admission Permit. They will re-

tain a copy and give you one for 

your records. When you leave 

Canada, present your goods and 

your copy of the Temporary Ad-

mission Permit to the border ser-

vices officer, who will give you a 

receipt and your security deposit 

will be refunded by mail.  

 

Unless you can prove that you 

had them with you when you left 

(with documents that fully de-

scribe the item) U.S. Customs 

may require you to pay duty on 

items you've carried out of the 

country and are bringing back 

with you. Sales receipts, insurance 

policies, or jeweler's appraisals 

are acceptable forms of proof. 

You may register your items with 

U.S. Customs at the border as 

you are leaving. Request a Certifi-

cate of Registration. Inspectors 

must see the item you are regis-

tering.  

 

You can import gifts into Canada 

for friends and relatives duty free, 

as long as each gift is valued at 

$60 or less, in Canadian funds.  If 

you are bringing gifts to Canada, 

don't gift wrap them. Customs 

wants to see them unwrapped. If 

you declare to customs that you 

have items for sale, you will be 

charged sales tax on the estimat-

ed value of the items. Items for 

silent auction may fall under this 

category, but there's no hard and 

fast rule regarding this.   

 

In 2010,  I crossed the border 

with a box full of plaques for Ca-

nadian conventioneers who won 

modelling and photography 

awards at the 2010 convention. 

Although they were going to be 
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given to the winners and not sold 

to them, I still had to declare 

them as items purchased in the 

U.S., even though they were 

bought by the TLR and not my-

self. They brought me into the 

office, and after about 15 minutes 

of deliberation, they decided not 

to charge any sales tax on the 

items. 

 

You can bring two 750 ml bottles 

of wine, 40 ounces of liquor, or 

24 bottles or cans of beer or 

ale.  You can also bring duty-free 

up to 200 cigarettes and 50 ci-

gars.  You cannot bring back Cu-

ban cigars purchased in Canada. 

Smoke them in Canada (if you 

can find a place that allows smok-

ing, and good luck with that). 

 

But you can buy quite a bit of 

stuff when you're in Canada, and 

bring it home tax and duty free. If 

you've been in Canada for more 

than 48 hours, you are allowed to 

bring $800US worth of goods per 

person back home. But keep in 

mind that (sadly) there are no 

hobby shops in Thunder Bay.  

 

However, there's a delicious 

baked delicacy exclusive to Thun-

der Bay known as the Persian. It 

is highly recommended that you 

try one while you're there. You 

might fall in love with them so 

much tat you'd want to bring 

$800 of them home with you! But 

watch what you say when you're 

crossing the border. Given the 

situation between Iran and the 

west, if you declare that you're 

carrying a trunk full of Persians, 

you might be questioned by those 

charming and gregarious folks at 

homeland security. 

 

All food products, plants and ani-

mals must be declared at the  

border. If you bring your pet, you 

must  have a  certificate  to  show  

that the animal has been vaccinat-

ed against rabies within the last 

three years. The certificate has to 

be dated and signed by a  veteri-

narian, and it must identify the 

animal by breed, age, sex, color-

ing, and any distinguishing marks. 

Animal tags are not acceptable in 

place of certificates. If you bring a 

dog or cat under three months 

old you do not need a certificate, 

but the animal has to be in good 

health. 

 

All firearms and weapons must be 

declared at the border. You must 

have written authorization to 

bring explosives, fireworks, and 

certain types of ammunition into 

Canada. 

 

Check with your health insurance 

provider if you are covered in 

Canada. If not, you should buy 

travel health insurance for every 

day you're in Canada. It doesn't 

cost very much. 

 

When returning to the U.S., you 

must declare all items you pur-

chased, items you received as 

gifts, items you bought in duty-

free shops, repairs or alterations 

to any items, items you brought 

home for someone else, and 

items you intend to sell or use in 

your business.  

 

Many travelers are confused by 

the term duty-free. People think 

that what they buy in duty-free 

shops outside the U.S. won't be 

subject to any duty when they 

return home. Guess what! Arti-

cles sold in a Canadian duty-free 

shop are only free of CANADI-

AN duty and taxes. If your pur-

chases exceed your personal ex-

emption, items bought in a duty-

free shop will be subject to duty. 

You are allowed to bring back 

just one liter of alcohol duty-free, 

regardless of whether it was pur-

chased at a duty-free shop. But 

keep in mind that a bottle of Ca-

nadian Club is a lot cheaper in 

the states. 

 

Drugs with a high potential for 

abuse may not be brought across 

either border, and there are se-

vere penalties for trying to do so. 

If you need medicine that contain 

potentially addictive drugs or 

narcotics, you must declare them. 

Carry them in their original con-

tainers, with a prescription or 

written statement from your doc-

tor.  

 

You can exchange U.S. money for 

Canadian funds at any Canadian 

bank. They're used to doing that. 

It might be a bit more difficult to 

get Canadian money from a bank 

in Iowa.   

 

If you're taking more than 

$10,000 in cash out of the USA, 

you will need to report it to both 

U.S. and Canadian customs offi-

cials. If you exchange more than 

$1000US for Canadian funds at 

any Canadian Bank of financial 

institution, you'll have a lot of 

paperwork to fill out.  

    

But let's face it - for the most 

part, you'll be using you credit 

card to pay for just about every-

thing anyway. The only time you 

might use cash is for tickets at 

the banquet's silent auction, and 

the ticket sellers will accept U.S. 

finds.   

 

You can use all major credit cards 

in Canada. Your credit card ser-

vice will convert the amount into 

U.S. funds on your statement. 

They will charge you a fee for this 

service, which is usually a small 

percentage of the amount owed.  

 

Most goods and services 

cost  more in Canada. But as of 

this writing, the Canadian dollar is 



worth 88 cents US, which means 

that your U.S. dollar will go a lot 

farther in Canada. The exchange 

rate changes every day, so it's 

impossible to predict what it will 

be in May, but it will most proba-

bly still be lower. Google 

"Canadian dollar exchange rate" 

before you go.  

 

Fill up your tank before you cross 

the Canadian border. Gasoline is 

a lot more expensive in Canada. 

Gasoline is sold by the liter in 

Canada, which is roughly one 

quart. So don't be fooled by the 

signs at Canadian gas stations!   

 

Canada uses the metric system, 

which you only need to know 

about when you're driving or 

checking the weather. 100 km/hr. 

is NOT the same as 100 mph!. 

Divide everything by two-thirds. 

100 km/hr. is 65 mph. 50 km/hr. 

is 33 mph. When Canadians say, 

"Boy, it's gonna be a hot one! It'll 

be 30 degrees today!", don't be 

alarmed. 30 degrees Celsius is 86 

degrees Fahrenheit. 

 

When you reach the border, you 

will be asked for your reason for 

entering Canada. When you say, 

"I'm attending a model railroad 

convention", they'll most likely let 

you through without any hassle. 

You might even engage in a 

friendly conversation about mod-

el railroading with the customs 

official! 

 

But bring your paperwork any-

way. 

 

    

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

This article is based on a 
presentation made during the 

TLR’s Sioux City  
convention held in May, 2014.  

 
Any number of factors can influ-

ence a person’s thoughts when 

considering joining the NMRA or 

when continuing their member-

ship.  Among the thoughts any 

model railroader should consider 

is one that offers a most valuable 

role for their time in our great 

hobby.  This is becoming involved 

with the NMRA’s Achievement 

Program.  That value starts by 

noting that the Achievement Pro-

gram (AP) is available as a mem-

ber benefit.  What follows is rec-

ognizing that the AP is designed 

and carried out to assist with 

your growth in, and enjoyment of 

model railroading. 

 

Before the onset of a member’s 

involvement with the AP, there 

should be recognition that this 

program is NOT complicated, 

NOT intimidating, NOT secretive 

and NOT ego-centric.  It is NOT 

intended as an opportunity to 

trash a model or a modeller’s 

efforts.  Further it is NOT some-

thing that will overwhelm you 

with paperwork.  Consider the 

paper requirements as less than 

the equivalent to a Grade 8 pa-

per, i.e. you will not be writing 

the Great Canadian/American 

novel.  Keep in the forefront of 

your mind that you will be your 

own worst enemy by imaging that 

the paperwork is harder, more 

involved or more complex than 

the reality of the situation. 

 

Given that there is no pressure 

to participate, why would some-

one pursue A.P. Certificates?  

The answer is that you and you 

alone volunteer your involvement 

in a program that is available to 

any member AND will lead you 

to becoming a better model rail-

roader in all respects of our great 

hobby.  It does this  …  

 

a) by creating an incentive to 

expand your knowledge 

across the breadth of our 

hobby, 

 

b)  by expanding the number of          

skills you possess, 

 

c)  by improving the execution of 

your skills,   

 

d)  by decreasing any underesti-

mating of your skill set, and 

 

e) by broadening your under-

standing of the many diverse ele-

ments within our  hobby. 

 

Pursuing AP certificates also can 

demonstrate the camaraderie of 

our hobby through …  

 

a- sharing and discussing model-

ling strategies and techniques,  

 

b-serving as a positive role model 

for others, and  

 

c-learning that our local AP 

Chairperson and MMRs want you 

to succeed in spite of their being 

critics.     

As humans we have personal feel-

ings.  A number of them can be 

satisfied within the AP when it  

… 

a-moves you out of your personal 

comfort zone as you tackle some-

thing new,   

 

b-improves your trouble-shooting 

capabilities,  

 

c-offers  intermediate or short-

t e r m  i n c e n t i v e s  t h a t  

acknowledge  your  growth as a 

The NMRA’s  

ACHIEVEMENT  

PROGRAM 
By Fred Headon, MMR 
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model  railroader,  

 

d-satisfies a very personal quest 

where “Can I do this?”  becomes 

“I  Can”, and   

 

e-provides items for your per-

sonal “feel good” Wall of Fame. 

 

Not to be lost sight of is the fact 

that the AP is FREE.  How many 

things in today’s world qualify in 

this manner?   Lastly, you are 

going to do most of these things 

anyway while creating your mod-

el railroad.  In effect, you already 

qualify for many aspects of the 

program.  

 

As an introduction or entry to 

the AP, our NMRA offers the 

Golden Spike Award.  It is in-

tended to establish a familiarity 

with different areas of our hobby 

while developing expertise.  How 

can this be harmful?   

 

Of note is that in the Golden 

Spike Award and in the Achieve-

ment Program, there is no men-

tion of earning some number of 

points in a judged contest. 

 

The Golden Spike Award has a 

trio of categories.  These are:  

 

1-Model Railroad Motive Power 

and Cars in which you to display 

six (6) scratchbuilt, craftsman or 

detailed commercial kits.    

 

2-Model Railroad Setting where 

you are to …  

 

a-construct a minimum of eight 

(8) square feet of model railroad 

(a module is commonly 2’ by 4’) 

with a reasonable appearance, 

and  

 

b-construct five (5) structures 

(scratchbuilt, craftsman or de-

tailed kits, including bridges and 

trestles).  

 

3-Model Railroad Engineering 

(Civil and Electrical)  which in-

volves you by …  

 

a-installing three types of track 

with roadbed and ballast.  

 

b-installing track to allow for the 

operation of two trains simultane-

ously.  

 

c-installing and operating another 

electrical feature – powered turn-

out, signal, turnout indication or 

lighted building. 

 

The Golden Spike Award (and the 

Achievement Program) develop a 

better modeler who has an im-

proved understanding and appreci-

ation of the efforts of him/her self 

and of others. 

 

Personally, I was inspired and 

mentored by a quartet of Winni-

peg-area Master Model Railroad-

ers - the late Jock Oliphant #15, 

Stafford Swain #98, Moe Smith 

#100 and Arnie Walker #235.  

Assistance came from MMR’s 

within the TLR including the late 

Gayle Olson, John Hotvet, Gerry 

Leone and Les Breuer.  Across 

Canada I learned from modelling 

leaders including Dr. Ray Dohn, 

Frank Dubery and the Aberfoyle 

Junction model railway, Pete 

Moffat, Clark Kooning, Lex Parker 

and Al Crisp.  Looking southward, 

I was inspired by the likes of Mal-

lery, Ravenscroft, Hickey, Lung-

berg, Westerfield, Varney, Bur-

gess, Freytag, Shoup and Grosser.  

There are untold others out there 

who have offered encouragement 

at various times in various circum-

stances.  A “thank you” is offered 

to each. 

 

So what is involved?  The NMRA’s 

Achievement Program is about 

“model railroading” - no surprise 

there.  For AP purposes this in-

volves four main categories with 

each having sub-categories;  

 

Equipment- Cars, Motive Power, 

 

Setting - Structures, Scenery, 

Master Builder (prototype scene), 

 

Engineering - Mechanical, Electri-

cal, Dispatcher, and 

 

Service- Volunteer, Official, Au-

thor. 

 

The underlying intent of these 

categories is to encourage wide-

ranging skill development through 

standards and promote service to 

our hobby.   Details of the re-

quirements within each category 

are available on the NMRA’s web

-site or by contacting John Hot-

vet (our TLR AP Chairperson).  

While this is not the most en-

thralling reading, the information 

is there for your taking and im-

provement.   

 

There is also a Yahoo Discussion 

Group – “NMRAAP” – open to 

anyone who wishes to partici-

pate.  Please be aware that this 

site is NOT a NMRA-sponsored, 

controlled or operated site.  It is 

there for discussion and the an-

swering of questions that pertain 

to the AP.  Most anything you 

can think of asking will be an-

swered, often by NMRA mem-

bers involved in the AP.  Failing 

that, you can fall back on our AP 

Chairperson for a personal dis-

cussion. 

 

In order to be an AP Participant 

you must be a NMRA member in 

good standing which seems most 

reasonable.  That is it!  You are 

good to go!  

 

When you believe that you have 

met all the requirements of a sub

-category, submit the appropriate 

AP Statement of Qualifications 

(SOQ) along with the appropri-
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ate supplementary attachments 

(yes, there is some paperwork) as 

required.  These requirements 

and the supporting paperwork 

are available on the NMRA web-

site.  You fill in the blanks.  Please 

check that you are using the cur-

rent forms rather than outdated 

ones.  Include any Merit Award 

certificates as required in certain 

categories and send this “stuff” to 

your Regional AP Chairperson 

who will begin the required pro-

cessing. 

 

Accumulating seven (7) certifi-

cates, with at least one from each 

of the four categories means you 

will have earned the distinction of 

being a MMR.  Be aware that ac-

cepting this designation requires 

your signature affirming that you 

will assist others in our hobby 

(i.e. foster more participation; 

enjoy more fellowship while 

demonstrating leadership). 

 

The Achievement Program does 

NOT require you to enter mod-

els in contests.  Read that again –

the Achievement Program does 

NOT require you to enter mod-

els in contests, and then say it out 

loud until you have convinced 

yourself of its truth.  Certain cat-

egories of the program would be 

very difficult – Would you believe 

impossible? – as contest entries.  

This is readily evident in the Engi-

neering and Service categories 

and it would apply to the Scenery 

and Dispatcher certificates.  An-

other reminder, you do NOT 

need to enter a piece of rolling 

stock or a locomotive in a con-

test to earn a Merit Award.  Ra-

ther you can have things 

“evaluated” (NOTE - NOT 

“JUDGED”) for credit in the AP.   

EVALUATION is different from 

contest judging.  As such, it does 

not require contest style paper-

work for submission but it does 

require some written material.  It 

is an “Evaluation” which can be 

done in your own model railway 

space, in a conversational ap-

proach involving you and the eval-

uators.  It can be done in front of 

your eyes while including your 

ears.  YEP! You can be there; 

heck you should be present.  

Contest judging is done in silence 

(at least relative silence), and the 

model builder is not involved in 

any discussion by the judges.  An 

AP evaluation should be a conver-

sation among the evaluators and 

you, the model railroader.  Tell 

the Evaluators what you have 

tried to do, and how you did what 

you did, so they can have an idea 

of how well you did what you 

tried to do. 

 

Who are these EVALUATORS?  

They must be NMRA members in 

good standing, but they do not 

have to be MMRs.  Two are re-

quired, but you can invite more if 

you wish.  They must be fair, im-

partial, trustworthy and subjec-

tive.  They should possess com-

Subscribe to The Fusee 
If you’re an NMRA member residing within the boundaries of the Thousand 

Lakes Region, you’re automatically a TLR member.  So why not keep up with 

what’s happening in the Region?  Use this form to subscribe to The Fusee.  If 

your subscription has lapsed, use this form to renew. 

 

I’m enclosing payment for: 

 

________ $10 for one year ______ New subscription 

________ $20 for two years______ Subscription renewal 

   ______ Returning member 

 

Name: _______________________________       Scale(s) modeled: 

       ____________  

Address: ______________________________       

City: _________________________________      NMRA #: 

 

State/Province: _______Zip/Postal code: ______               ____________     

Phone: (_______) _______________________ 

 

Email: ___________________@___________ 

 

Make checks payable to Thousand Lakes Region 

Mail to:  Jim Krekelberg, Treasurer 

6305 W. Westminster Dr. Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
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mon sense (model railroading 

style) and have the ability to be 

rational regarding a modeler’s 

performance when doing a partic-

ular task.  At the least they 

should be familiar with the cate-

gory or sub-category.  It is desira-

ble but not absolutely necessary, 

for them to have that particular 

certificate.  Modelers who are 

knowledgeable in and have shown 

ability in that category would be 

deemed acceptable.  The Region’s 

AP chairperson generally prefers 

to be familiar with the work of 

the evaluators in order to accept 

their evaluation. 

 

Some additional thoughts are 

offered.  Color blindness can cre-

ate problems in affecting an evalu-

ator’s perception of what you 

offer.  Then there is the thorny 

issue of friends as evaluators - 

you may have to consider friends 

in a new light when setting up 

evaluator’s visits.  A camera is a 

most valid, if an unspoken and 

then outspoken unspoken critic.  

Try using one as an evaluator 

prior to submitting a model for 

evaluation as you will often be 

amazed what the photo tells you 

about your project.  More expla-

nation of the road through the 

AP is available in an article in 

Scale Rails (now the NMRA Mag-

azine) written by Gerry Leone 

and published in April 2005 and 

re-printed in December 2008 

with photos. If you cannot find 

your copy of either issue, the 

article (without photos) is in the 

AP section of the NMRA website.   

Remember that AP EVALUA-

TION is “you against the stand-

ard”.  It is your journey for your 

benefit.  Get yourself involved 

and enjoy the process. 

 

 

 

Present: Gerry Miller, Paul Gerry, 

Ron Olsen, Duanne Durr, Don 

Radeck, Les Brauer, Frank Gerry, 

Caleb Van DerBrink, Jim Kre-

kelberg, Jay Manning, Wes Garcia, 

Dave Hohle, Richard Dahl, Tom 

Gaisor. 

 

The meeting officially started at 

10:10am with an opening greeting 

from President Gerry Miller. The 

TLR continues to be a vibrant 

region and the continued call for 

volunteers has been answered. So 

far two new positions have been 

started and filled, the Webmaster 

and Social Media Director, to 

keep the region on track in this 

digital age. Division Superinten-

dents or anyone else wanting to 

join the board are encouraged to 

think about it since 3 members of 

the current board will be leaving 

at the Spring 2015 Convention in 

Thunder Bay due to term limits 

and they need replacement. 

Tom Gaisor has offered his ser-

vices as a social media guru. Tom 

has been an NMRA member 

since 1998 and is currently trying 

to get his MMR. His vision is to 

get the TLR up on Facebook and 

Twitter to show pictures of the 

PEOPLE in the TLR (ie not just 

railfan or model photos) as well 

as getting any announcements or 

congratulations out to the gen-

eral membership in a timely man-

ner. Anyone wishing to contact 

Tom regarding posts, his email is 

tgasior@hotmail.com. 

A hold on accepting the Spring 

BOD and General Members 

meetings was put in place due 

some delays in getting them 

printed in the Fuse and some 

technical difficulties with the sec-

retaries computer. A motion to 

hold the minutes until the next 

meeting was made by Jay Manning 

and seconded by Wes Garcia. It 

passed unanimously. 

 

Next Jim Krekelberg gave the 

Treasures Report. Jim produced a 

historical outlook document to 

show how the funds of the TLR 

have changed over time. Although 

there have been some downs in 

the overall funds, they have re-

mained roughly the same over 

the last 5 yrs even with the Grant 

Program and AP Certificate Re-

ward Program in place. The TLR 

is still in a good place financially. 

The Regions CDs will mature in 

2015 which will be left to the 

next board to decide on what to 

do with them. Overall member-

ship has stayed around the 450 

mark over the last 5 yrs with a 

high point of 576 members in 

2010. One problem is that there 

are 170 Lifetime Members in the 

Region with 74 of them having no 

email addresses and no way to 

find out if they are still active/

moved/alive so the numbers 

could be off. Every effort is cur-

rently being made to track down 

these members and if anyone has 

any information regarding these 

lost members please contact a 

board member so the files can be 

updated. 

 

Richard Dahl then presented the 

Vice Presidents Report. A re-

quest for Division Certifications 

is currently underway with a 

good response so far. As well, 

the majority of the divisions have 

been very good at handing in any 

reports need for the BOD 

minutes as well. 

 

Jay Manning then presented the 

Minutes for the Sept 27th   

TLR Board Of Directors Meeting 

mailto:tgasior@hotmail.com.


TLR Fusee Winter page 9 

Convention Directors Report. So 

far the 2015 and 2016 Conven-

tions are on track and going nice-

ly. The 2017 slot is still open with 

a possible return to Sioux Falls in 

the works (has yet to be put for-

ward to the Division formally yet) 

so anyone interested in hosting a 

Convention in 2017 or beyond 

please contact Jay. More info 

about the Convention handbook 

is to follow later in the meeting. 

 

Ron Olsen’s Contest Director 

Report followed. A successful 

contest last year has given Ron 

some much needed experience. 

Ideas for the next contest include 

specific posted hours for the con-

test room to be open and a 

streamlined process for entrants 

to pick their entries back up at 

the end of the convention. Win-

ners of the contests will also be 

placed on Facebook and possibly 

the webpage so members can get 

more recognition for their mod-

elling efforts. The plaques for the 

last contest winners are being 

sent out as well speak. An official 

thank you from the TLR Board to 

Ron for the great job he did lead-

ing the contest room, especially 

as a rookie!, was made. 

 

John Hotvet was unable to attend 

so Gerry Miller made the AP 

Report in his place. 5 Members 

picked up 7 AP certificates over 

the last few months. These in-

clude Craig Symington (2), Jim 

Bernier (2), Mike Kaufman (1), 

Tom Gaisor (1) and Rein 

Vanderhill (1). Rein also received 

a Golden Spike at the same time. 

No AP Certificates are currently 

being processed. 

 

Caleb Van DerBrink presented 

the Webmasters Report. Overall 

the website has been overhauled 

in the last few months. Caleb is 

looking for little bios on Division 

Officials (especially Superinten-

dents) about who and what they 

do and model. Updates on the 

upcoming conventions will also 

be posted as they become availa-

ble. An electronic version of the 

Fuse (back issues) will also be 

added to the website in the near 

future. 

 

The National Report was given 

by Gerry Miller on behalf of Fred 

Headon. The main features com-

ing out of the last BOD meeting 

in Cleveland are as follows. The 

NMRA will remain incorporated 

in Ohio due to that state chang-

ing some of its on-line voting laws 

and regulations. The vertical inte-

gration where the NMRA is an 

umbrella organization for the 

Regions and Divisions when it 

comes to tax and insurance is still 

ongoing. Bios and Profiles have 

been added to the newly redone 

NMRA website to showcase the 

board and directors. Finally the 

“rail-pass” initiative has been a 

great success with about 60% 

retention rate in the US and up 

to 80% in Canada. 

 

Don Radeck presented the South 

River Valley Division Report. The 

Spud Valley shows continue to be 

a success and the current land-

lord, Bonanzaville, is very sup-

portive of the group’s efforts. 

The region is currently very ac-

tive with the planning of the 2016 

Convention and many members 

are interested in starting layouts 

in the area as well. More on the 

2016 Convention to follow. 

 

Gerry Miller presented the 

Southeastern Division Report. 

No meeting yet. The modular 

layout continues to be a great 

success at train shows with many 

kids getting to run trains. 

 

The Twin Cities Division Report 

was presented by Dave Hohle. 

The Divisions board has had an 

almost complete turnover with 

new members filling vacant slots 

which will hopefully inspire and 

move the division forward. 

Monthly clinics are still ongoing 

and are popular. A lot of new 

commuter services are being put 

in place in the Twin Cities which 

is bringing the general public’s 

attention back onto trains and 

therefore attracting new mem-

bers. 

 

The Dakota Southeastern Division 

report was made by Richard Dahl. 

Business meetings which usually 

include a “show and tell” or clinic 

component continue on a regular 

basis. The expanded 

 

modular layout continues to be 

popular although the attendance 

at a show last June was small, the 

annual Christmas show should 

make up for it. The Ethanol Diora-

ma is done and is being used by 

the American Ethanol Association 

as a promotional piece at trade 

shows and events. Well done to 

everyone who worked on the 

project. 

 

The Prarie Lakes Division Report 

was made by Caleb Van DerBrink. 

The convention last May was well 

attended and overall a success. 

There is a fall meet scheduled in 

October in St James (the St James 

Model Railroad Clubs 25th Anni-

versary). 

 

The Minnesota River Valley Divi-

sion Report was e-mailed in by 

Brian Wordes. The Division is still 

around but not very active at the 

moment. The once yearly business 

meeting is still being held and usu-

ally includes a “show and tell” 

section, clinics and slide shows. 

Operating groups amongst the 

members are ongoing and well 

attended. 

 

The Number 1 Northern Division 
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New Business 

 

First up was the South Red River 

Valley Division’s Grant Proposal. 

A non-matching grant of $500 

was requested for the purchase 

of AV equipment (specifically a 

projector) to use at shows, meet-

ings and other events to project 

PowerPoint and video presenta-

tions. A motion to accept the 

grant request was made by Jim 

Krekelberg and seconded by Wes 

Garcia. It passed unanimously. 

 

Next was the annual discussion 

on if the Grant Program was to 

continue for another year. Over-

all the board was happy with how 

the program was running and 

being used and had no changes to 

the overall way things were laid 

out at this time. A motion to 

continue the Grant Program was 

made by Richard Dahl and se-

conded by Jay Manning. It passed 

unanimously. 

 

This was followed by the annual 

discussion on if the AP Certificate 

Reward Program was to continue 

for another year. Overall the 

board was happy with how the 

program was running and being 

used and had no changes to the 

overall way things were laid out 

at this time. A motion to contin-

ue the AP Certificate Reward 

Program was made by Jay Man-

ning and seconded by Wes Gar-

cia. It passed unanimously. 

 

The Bob Dew Award vote on a 

member of the TLR who has con-

tributed greatly to the region and 

has sat on the Board or has been 

Fuse Editor was performed next. 

Results and the award will be 

presented to the deserving indi-

vidual at the banquet during the 

2015 Convention in Thunder Bay. 

 

Next Frank and Paul Gerry gave 

the 2015 Convention Update. 

The Prince Arthur Hotel and 

Conference Center has been 

booked for both rooms and the 

convention itself. The hotel over-

looks the current CP mainline and 

CN transfer tracks and was once 

a prominent railroad hotel. A con-

vention heavy on industry tours is 

planned with Bowater (commuter, 

light rail and subway car manufac-

ture) and Resolute Forrest Prod-

ucts (a large paper mill with its 

own in plant switchers) will an-

chor the convention with a tour 

of a port grain elevator and a bulk 

coal transfer facility being in the 

works. The Friday Social will be 

held at the Thunder Bay Museum 

and the Banquet will feature a 

guest speaker who is an expert on 

the historical Port Arthur and 

Duluth Railroad (PD Line). An 

“Early Bird Registration” prize 

will be offered to those sign-

ing up for the convention 

before hand and will be for a 
stay at the “Northern Rail Train-

c a r  I n n ”  ( h t t p : / /

www.northernrail.net/) In Two 

Harbours Minnesota. The lessons 

learned from previous conven-

tions and the convention survey 

will also be incorporated. A big 

Thank You to all those who have 

helped so far and especially the 

No. 1 Northern Division who 

have graciously offered to help 

out. Looking forward to seeing 

everyone May 22-24th 2015 in 

Thunder Bay, Ontario! A motion 

to forward $1000 for as needed 

and miscellaneous expenses need-

ed for the convention was made 

by Jay Manning and seconded by 

Richard Dahl. It passed unani-

mously with Paul Gerry abstaining 

due to conflict of interest. 

 

Don Radeck then presented the 

2016 Convention Update. It will 

be held May 26-29th 2016 in Far-

go, North Dakota and put on by 

the South Red River Valley Divi-

Report was e-mailed in by Dennis 

Reitze. A Mega Train Show was 

held in September as a joint effort 

between the Division and the 

Winnipeg Model Railway Club. It 

was a success with the Divisions 

Free-Mo layout being featured 

( and measuring 95 feet long and 

20 feet wide in some spots!). A 

meet will also be held during 

model railroad month in Novem-

ber and will be open to the public 

and will feature display layouts 

and small clinics about the hobby. 

The Number 1 Northern Divi-

sion will also be sending members 

to help with the 2015 Conven-

tion in Thunder Bay. 

 

Old Business 

 

The 2014 Convention Report 

was made by Jim Kerkelberg. 

Overall the Convention broke 

even (a small net was obtained) 

with 86 people in attendance. 

The Convention was a great suc-

cess with a lot of positive reviews 

by attendees. 

 

Gerry Miller presented the re-

sults of the Convention Survey 

that members were asked to fill 

out at the banquet in Sioux City. 

56 Survey’s were returned out of 

86 sent. Overall the vast majority 

of the people were happy with 

how things were currently being 

run when it came to the overall 

layout that most conventions 

follow and the mix of clinics, 

tours and layouts that are availa-

ble. The biggest suggestion was to 

spread out the layout tours a 

little so that they were not all 

confined to Sunday after the Gen-

eral Membership Meeting. Other 

suggestions included shorter ban-

quets, Thursday night activities 

for those arriving early and Don’t 

Run Out of Food! 

 

(http:/www.northernrail.net/)
(http:/www.northernrail.net/)


sion. The Best Western Double-

wood Inn in Fargo has already 

been confirmed as the convention 

center. Bonanzaville has been 

booked for the Friday Social and 

the Spud Valley Layout will be 

open. Events will run from Thurs-

day, for early arrivals, to Sunday. 

A Plastics plant has already been 

booked and a Cardboard plant is 

in negotiations. The big event will 

be the trip to Rollag to see the 

live steam and possibly even raffle 

of rides on 353! Layout are al-

ready being lined up and clinics 

will be set up soon as well. Look-

ing forward to the 2015 Conven-

tion where the promotion of the 

2016 Convention will really start. 

See you all in Fargo in 2016! 

 

A joint convention is still currently 

in the works with the Midconti-

nent Region but nothing formal 

has yet to be worked out. 

The next thing on the agenda was 

if it would be possible to run the 

mid year BOD meeting via Skype 

or something similar. Thoughts 

would be that it would make it 

easier for some people to join the 

board if they didn’t have to make 

the trip in the fall which does take 

up time and finances. Overall it is 

possible to do with the bylaws 

only needing one face to face 

meeting a year (which would be at 

the convention). Another thought 

would be that there could be 

mixed meeting with those who 

want a mini vacation coming in 

person to the meeting and those 

who can’t make it joining in by 

computer. Overall it was decided 

that a dry run should be attempt-

ed to see how reliable it is but the 

end decision has to be left to the 

new BOD that will be elected in 

May since they will be the most 

affected. 

 

How to make new members more 

at home at their first convention 

was also discussed. Boxes to 

check on the registration form 

stating this is the first convention 

or even different name tags were 

suggested. Designating BOD 

members or general membership 

“old hat” conventioneers to wel-

come the rookies was also debat-

ed. These changes will be looked 

into by the 2015 and 2016 Con-

vention committees to see what 

can be done. 

 

Finally the Convention Handbook 

was discussed. The final draft is 

pending (being proof read) but 

some addendums may be needed. 

The biggest issue is the after con-

vention flea market situations 

with some problems becoming 

apparent after the Sioux City con-

vention. It is already in the Hand-

book but it will be clearly outlined 

and emphasised that the Region 

will have no connection to any 

flea market, vendor booths, etc 

for legal reasons, tax purposes 

and to avoid any vendor issues (ie 

who rents the room, advertising, 

entry fee’s, etc). The Division 

hosting the convention can still 

put on these events but they will 

be completely separate from the 

convention itself and the Division 

will be responsible for all insur-

ance, legal and monetary issues 

that arise. 

 

A motion for adjournment was 

made by Jim Krekelberg and se-

conded by Wes Garcia. It passed 

unanimously and the meeting offi-

cially ended at 1:00pm. 

 

These minutes are respectfully 

submitted by the TLR Secretary, 

Paul Gerry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Spud Valley Model Railroad 

Club has concluded another suc-

cessful tourist season at the Bo-

nanzaville USA Pioneer Village in 

West Fargo, ND.  Thousands of 

people viewed the layout 

throughout the season.  A new 

executive director has been hired 

at Bonazaville, Brenda War-

ren.  She has learned very quickly 

about the benefits of having an 

operating model railroad as a part 

of her pioneer village.  Her first 

week on the job, a young boy was 

visiting Bonanzaville as a part of 

his "Make-A-Wish" request.  She 

said he spend a large part of his 

visit watching the trains at 

Spud.  Since then, she has noticed 

countless numbers of people 

spending extra time watching the 

trains.   Spud Valley was featured 

in the Bonanzaville Times fall 

news letter. The last public view-

ing of the Spud Valley layout for 

2014 will be Bonazaville's Christ-

mas On The Prairie on December 

6.   

 

The 36th Annual Spud Valley 

Hobby Show, sponsored by the 

Spud Valley Club and the South 

Red River Valley Division, was 

held October 19.  Several hun-

South Red River  

Valley  

Division Report 

The South Red River Valley Division ban-

ner proudly greeted guests to the Spud 
Valley Hobby Show. 

 



dred people passed through the 

gate.  Over forty vendors  were 

set up selling everything from 

farm toys, plastic and die cast 

models, old toys, remote control 

airplanes, railroad memorabilia 

and of course, model railroad 

items. The Red River Railroad 

Modular Club had their HO scale 

layout up and running as well as 

Spud Valley's n-scale and Chris  

Allen of Bemidji, MN displayed his 

n-scale.  There was also a model-

ing contest and the Valley RC Fly-

ers  c lub  d i sp l ayed the ir 

planes.  Next year's show is set 

for October 18 at the Ramada 

Plaza Suites in Fargo.   

 

Planning continues for "Live Steam 

in 2016" TLR convention in Fargo 

May 26 - 29, 2016.  We are up to 

nine layouts for tours with a cou-

ple others pending.  Catch our 

presentation at Thunder Bay next 

May and watch for updates in the 

Fusee. 

 

Spud Valley and the South Red 

River Valley Div. are assisting in 

hosting the Northern Pacific Rail-

way Historical Assn. convention in 

Fargo, July 14 - 19, 2015.  A visit 

to Spud Valley and a possible train 

trip are part of the agenda for the 

NP convent ion.   Go to 

NPRHA.org for more info on this 

convention. 

 

 

The Dakota Southeastern Division 

(DSED) concluded the modular 

layout season of 2014 with an 

explosion in size of the division 

modular layout and other pres-

ence at the 2014 annual Train At 

Christmas show in Sioux Falls. 

This included member modules in 

addition to Division ones. Gary 

Johnson's mountain and bridge 

modules broke up the otherwise 

prairie and city settings of the 

modules, the big center island 

yard now had a nice entrance with 

a tower and highway overpass, 

some opportunities to play sports 

in a park while railfanning, and 

other new features. Fifty plus car 

coal trains could, with still another 

couple of trains on the same main-

line.  

For our second time we sported 

two switching layouts for kids (at 

heart) to work with. A popular 

feature, and we think enhanced by 

giving them a memento of the 

event by issuing "HO scale switch-

ing engineer" certificates.  

Wes Garcia and Jay Manning earli-

er this year made an ethanol plant 

diorama for an ethanol industry 

association. This came back to 

Sioux Falls after traveling widely 

throughout the county seemingly 

with sightings in NE, IA and KY by 

DSED members. Gary and Glenn 

Johnson showed their N scale 

traveling layout.  

TLR Fusee Winter 2014 page 12 

Stephan Schuaer (left) and Terry Spaar-

garen of the Spud Valley club, run trains 

on the club's n-scale layout at the Spud 
Valley Hobby Show  

A Northern Pacific passenger train passes 

a grain elevator on the Red River Railroad 
Modular Club's HO scale layout at the 
Spud Valley Hobby Show  

One of the models entered in the model 

contest at the Spud Valley show was this 
HO scale size model of Mel's Diner from 
the movie American Graffiti.   

Trains At Christmas / 

DSED High Balling it 

in Sioux Falls 
by Richard Dahl 

Overview shot of DSED layout  

Phil helping a child run the switcher  



We were also to help our friends  

with the South Dakota State Rail-

road Museum of Hill City in the 

Black Hills by lending them some 

equipment for their display. While 

the museum is located on the far 

west side of the state, they cover 

all of South Dakota railroading. 

Check it out at sdsrm.org.  They 

are conveniently located by the 

1880 Train terminus in Hill City. 

As Rick Mills from the museum 

pointed out, it is important for 

organizations with common inter-

ests to work with each other. If 

you need a getaway for a week-

end, consider coming to stop by 

next year's growing Trains At 

Christmas the weekend before 

Thanksgiving. I think you will en-

joy it. It includes vendors, swaps, 

and layouts from several states - 

including free-mo.  If you cannot 

wait until then, April 18-19 of 

2015 there will be a vendor/ swap 

show in Sioux Falls that is has 

quickly grown in proportions ear-

ly on in the planning stage. More 

details will surely follow. 

 

 

When it comes down to it, con-

ventions are one of the most fun 

benefits of NMRA membership.  

Hopefully you’ve been to several 

of our Thousand Lakes Region 

conventions – I’ve been to every 

one since 2004, with the excep-

tion of the 2013 convention in the 

Twin Cities (my wife and I were 

on our way to Alaska that sum-

mer), and I’ve had a blast at each 

and every one. 

 

National conventions are even 

more fun.  I’ve been lucky enough 

to attend nine Nationals, begin-

ning with the one that remains my 

most memorable and favorite, 

“Rails to the North Star,” the 

1999 National convention in St. 

Paul. 

 

But of all the conventions I’ve 

attended, I’d never gone to anoth-

er Region’s convention until this 

past September when I had the 

chance to attend the Northeast 

Region’s convention in Palmer, 

Massachusetts.  I was very curious 

to see how another Region’s con-

vention stacked up against our 

own TLR offerings.  The answer 

is: it was only just a little larger – 

somewhat surprising to me con-

sidering the NER is the second-

largest Region in the NMRA with 

over 1500 members, versus the 

TLR which is the second-smallest 

Region with about 500 members.  

 

I attended the convention as the 

NMRA’s Vice President of Special 

Projects.  NMRA Board members 

Joe Gelmini (Eastern District Di-

rector) and Pete Magoun (Central 

District Director) were also there.  

The convention was co-hosted by 

the NER’s Hub and Nutmeg Divi-

sions, and there were around 200 

attendees. 

 

The central gathering place for the 

convention was The Steaming 

Tender restaurant, located in 

Palmer, MA, a small town served 

by seven railroads.  The restaurant 

is located in the town’s restored 

passenger station, which is located 

directly adjacent to the CSX-

G&W diamond. 

 

Most of the other activities oc-

curred at a middle school located 

less than a mile from the restau-

rant, so it was pretty convenient. 

 

The official convention hotel, the 

Day’s Inn, however, was anything 

but convenient.  It was a 25-

minute drive (by freeway) away 

from the restaurant and school. 

The rates were good, but each 

morning you had to be sure to 

bring along everything you needed 

for the day or suffer an hour 

round-trip to pick up forgotten 

items or change clothes. 

Tom Dains and Rick Mills  

The DSED crew at Trains At Christmas 

Ever been to another 

Region’s convention? 

Here’s how we stack 

up against the NER. 
Part 1 

 

By Gerry Leone, MMR, HLM 

NMRA Vice President of Spe-

cial Projects 

The CSX crosses the G&W over this 

diamond, located just a few yards from 
The Steaming Tender Restaurant, the 

convention’s epicenter.  



 

Just like classic TLR conventions, 

“New England Diamonds” was a 3

-day affair that began late Thurs-

day afternoon.  In sharp contrast 

to TLR conventions, the NER 

offered over 30 different clinics, 

however, each was only offered 

once.  About a quarter of the 

clinics were make-and-take types.  

Over the course of the three 

days, there were usually three or 

four clinics being held simultane-

ously on Thursday evening, Friday 

evening, and Saturday afternoon.  

Unlike recent TLR conventions, 

clinics were rarely held at the 

same time as prototype or layout 

tours.    

 
One activity that I haven’t seen at 

a TLR convention was scheduled 

operating sessions on members’ 

layouts.  The Northeast Region is 

a hotbed of model railroad activi-

ty, so there were plenty of lay-

outs to operate on, and sessions 

were scheduled in several-hour 

shifts, almost all day Friday and 

Saturday. 

 

Along with the op sessions, the 

NER convention featured literally 

dozens of layout tours, but unfor-

tunately only two were open be-

fore Sunday afternoon.  My flight 

back to the Twin Cities from 

Newark airport (a three-hour 

drive from the convention) pro-

hibited me from visiting any of 

those.  However those two lay-

outs were indeed worth visiting, 

especially the huge O-scale layout 

by Dan Bigda occupying the entire 

upper floor of a dedicated barn. 

 

There were three main prototype 

tours:  the Pioneer Valley Rail-

road (a shortline founded in 

1982), The Massachusetts Central 

Railroad’s transload facility, and 

the Keystone Arch Bridge Trail (a 

walking tour).  A tour of Old 

Sturbridge Village (a restored 

1800s New England village) was 

offered as a non-rail tour.  In addi-

tion there were six non-rail clin-

ics, offered on Thursday evening 

and during the day Saturday. 

 

Just like the TLR, the NER has a 

Saturday night social hour and 

banquet featuring a guest speaker.  

During this convention, Matt Her-

man of LokSound presented a 

portfolio of his prototype railroad 

travels around the world.  A Chi-

nese auction, now a staple at TLR 

convention banquets, was instead 

held during the day on Saturday.  

As a result, much of the fun and 

camaraderie that surrounds the 

auction was missing. 

 

Unlike the TLR, the NER also has 

an Awards Banquet on Sunday 

morning, followed by the NER’s 

General Membership Meeting.  

The NER Board does not meet 

during the convention, but I was 

able to spend some time talking 

with the NER’s President and Vice

-President about Regional issues.  

Like the TLR, their top concern is 

declining membership numbers. 

 

Two additional highlights featured 

at the NER convention were a 

display of four large modular lay-

outs in the high school’s gym, plus 

a handful of vendors in the 

school’s cafeteria. 
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Although the Northeast Region convention had many models entered in the contest, this 

stunning diorama by Richard Walz was the show-stopper.  Measuring about 8 feet long, 
“South River Siding” won top honors.  

Among the prototype tours at the conven-

tion was a visit to the Pioneer Valley Rail-
road’s shops, plus an hour-long ride 

aboard one of its restored passenger cars. 

All photographs by the Gerry     

Leone.  

 

Part two will be in the Spring 

Issue of the Fusee. 



Board of Directors Department Chairs      Division Supers 
 

President           Membership      Dakota Southeastern 
Gerry Miller   Jim Krekelberg           Richard Dahl 
1040 Hawkeye Dr.   6305 W. Westminster Dr. 7601 W. Chesapeake 

Dubuque, IA  52001  Sioux Falls, SD 57106  Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
563-557-9646    605-595-2634  605-275 2805 
millerg20@gmail.com    jkrekelberg@sio.midco.net richdahl@gmail.com 
 

Vice President  Achievement Program       Minnesota River Valley 
Richard Dahl  John Hotvet MMR          Brian Wordes 
7601 W. Chesapeake  5100 Nicollet Ave. S.   78103 200th St. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106  Minneapolis, MN 55419 Sacred Heart, MN 56285 
605-275 2805  612-822-5788  320-329 3869 
richdahl@gmail.com  johntrain@aol.com  brigayle@rswb.coop 

 
Secretary   Historian              No. 1 Northern 

Paul Gerry   Jim Bernier  Dennis Rietze 

4911 Mapleward Rd.  5631 Silas Dent Rd NW 39 Shelagh Crescent 
Thunder Bay, ON   Rochester, MN 55901 Winnipeg MB 
Canada P7G 1S1  507-261-4991  Canada R2G 1Z6 

pgerry1@gmail.com  jrbernier@hotmail.com ritzkrakrs@mymts.net 
 
Treasurer   Webmaster  Prairie Lakes 
Jim Krekelberg  Caleb Van Der Brink   Jay Davis 

6305 W. Westminster Dr. 338 14th Street SE       207 Ocheyedan St. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106  Sioux Center, IA 51250 Everly,  IA 51338 
605-595-2634  712-578-1029  712 834-2073 

jkrekelberg@sio.midco.net calebvanderbrink@yahoo.com jdandice22c@hotmail.com          
       
Convention Director  Fusee Editor  South Red River Valley 

Jay Manning  Wes Garcia  Jim Moore 
7100 W. Stoney Creek St. 2212 S. Sherman Avenue 453 Oakland Ave. South 
Sioux Falls, SD 56106  Sioux Falls, SD 57105  Fargo, ND 58103 

605-332-5337  605-310-0124  701-293-7834 
chessie@mindspring.com wesgarcia@sio.midco.net jimraemoore@msn.com 

 
Public Relations  Social Media   Southeastern  

Wes Garcia  Tom Gasior  Tom Ford 
2212 S. Sherman Avenue 763-291-0708  3971 Cora Dr. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57105  tgasior@hotmail.com  Dubuque, IA  52002 

605-310-0124     563-557-3860 
wesgarcia@sio.midco.net    trjr47@msn.com 
    

Contest Director     Twin Cities 
Ron Olsen      David Hohle 
8245 Henslowe Ave. S.    127-10th Avenue S 

Cottage Grove, MN 55016    South St. Paul, MN 55075 
651-768-7181     651-450-0115 
rono@ieee.org     mbhotoy@comcast.net 

Fusee Advertising 

 
Commercial advertising from hobby 

shops, manufacturers, and businesses 

associated with  model railroading 

interests are accepted.  Pike ads are 
for individual layouts, model railroad 

clubs, or other non-commercial 

groups.  All ads can be run in a single 

issue at 35% of the annual rate. 

                                                                          

                 Annual              One time               Annual 

Ad size (HxW)          commercial       commercial pike ad  

            rate              rate  rate 

Full pg   9 5/8 x 7 1/8” $145.00   $50.75  $90.00 

1/2 pg 4 3/4 x 7 1/8”     90.00     31.50    45.00  

1/4 pg 4 3/4 x 3 1/2”     45.00     15.75    25.00 

1/6 pg 4 3/4 x 2 1/4”     35.00     12.25    18.50 

1/8 pg 3 3/4 x 2 1/4”     25.00       8.75    15.00 

1/12 pg 2 3/8 x 2 1/4”     18.50       6.48         10.00 

The FUSEE is a quarterly publica-

tion of the TLR and mailed to all sub-

scribers for $10 yearly.  A subscrip-

tion form is on page seven of this 

issue or prior issues  on our website.   

 

Permission is granted to reproduce 

any portion of The FUSEE  in any  non

-profit publications if credit is given to 

both the author and the THOUSAND 

LAKES REGION FUSEE, and a copy is 

sent to the editor. 

 

ARTICLES: All contributions except 

advertising are considered donations.  

Authors retain all rights to their arti-

cles and photos and may submit their 

material for publication elsewhere.  

Submission, including photos, can be 

made by floppy disk, email, CD-ROM, 

DVD, or hard copy.  Handwritten or 

typed manuscripts are fine, too.  

(Photo prints will be returned.)  Send 

materials or questions  to:  wesgar-

cia@sio.midco.net  Put “FUSEE” in 

the subject line, or mail to Wes Gar-

cia, 2212 S. Sherman Ave. Sioux Falls, 

SD 57105 

Advertising should be mailed to THE 

FUSEE editor as camera-ready art-

work or electronic files (jpeg, tiff, gif, 

or EPS with outlined fonts).   

Enclose payment in U.S. funds, inter-

national money order, or by check 

drawn on U.S. banks.  Contact the 

editor if questions. 

       The  Thousand  Lakes  Region  of  the NMRA 
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Bring a friend 

To your next 

Club meeting! 



Summer/Fall 2014 

The Fusee 
6305 W. Westminster Dr. 

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 

What’s Inside? 

 TLR Convention a BIG success! 

 

 Spring TLR Board Meeting 

 

 What shall we do? National  

        Convention 
 

 How to Dry Paint: Or How to Make a 

Simple Drying Oven 

 

 South RRV Division TLR Conven-

tion Meeting Minutes 

Check your expiration date!  If you have 

questions (or a change of address) email Jim 

Krekelberg at: jkrekelberg@sio.midco.net 

Region Roundup—model railroad-related 

events  in and around  the TLR  
 

Granite City Train Show: Saturday, November 

15, 2014. (More details inside) 

 

Great Train Show: November 1-2, 2014 

Shakopee MN, at Canterbury Park 

 

Trains at Christmas: November 22-23, 2014 

In Sioux Falls at the expo building at the fair-

grounds 

 

NCIMRRC 3rd Annual Model Railroad Show. 

Hampton, IA. October 26, 2014. For more in-

formation call 641-456-3772 or 641-456-2049. 


